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7%e Slory of the Huron ^ontumed. 



L. GORDON THE PR^XSONER. 

M. Gordon was a man advanced in years^ 
.andjhealtby, notwithstanding his long con« 
/linement .in the Bastile. The good health 
.he enjoyjed was most probably owing to the 
tranquiUity of .his mind whiqh was suffi- 
ciently strong to endure misfortunes with 
resignation, and .to dictate arguments of 
consolation. to the minds of others who suf- 
fered under afflictions. He approached 
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2 VOLTAIRIANA, 

Sinccrus with an affectionate and sympa- 
thising look, pressed his hand, and said, 

** Whomsoever thou mayst be who art 
doomed to share my sepulchre, assure thy- 
self that I will forget my own sorrows, and 
exert every means within my power to 
floften thine ; and although Providence has 
suffered us to be plunged into this abyss of 
woe, let us adore him submissively, sustain 
our trials with patience, and rely on hope." 

These words were reviving balm to the 
drooping soul of Sincerus. He embraced 
his venerable comforter, and blessed heaven 
for giving him such a soothing friend in that 
horrible prison. The conversation of M. 
Gordon was so engaging that it soon in- 
4spired him with confidence, and with his 
native frankness he communicated the prin- 
cipal circumstances of his life, which 
greatly interested his auditor. He could 
form no coi^ectures in regard to his impri- 
sonment ; and his friend, who knew more 
of the world, found no clue to guide his 
suspicions. Gordon was a Jansenist, had 
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been a student at Port-Royal, and said, ac« 
cording to his belief, 

** Providence has certainly some great 
design in conducting thee from the Lake 
Ontario to England, then to be baptized in 
Lower Britanny, and now to this prison. 
The all- wise Providence has ordered every 
one of these events for thy salvation." 

** Now it appears to me as if the devil 
alone had the guidance of my destiny. I 
was happy in Huronia; my countrymen 
were sincere, honest people, and treated ine 
kindly. The, Europeans call them savages 
because their manners are rustic, yet they 
are not a disgrace to mankind like the po- 
lished villains in this country. As to my 
being confined here, it is strange, to be sure, 
until I consider how many thousands of our 
fellow-creatures set out from their native 
homes, and are killed in a distant land, or 
shipwrecked on the sea, and become food 
for fishes, a fate far more dreadful than 
mine. I cannot comprehend why a gracious 
Providence should cause the destruction of 
those unfortunate people." 

S2 
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" Misfortunes are trials, yoiingman, and 
death a blessing, to those who are not wick- 
ed—*' 

Gordon was interrupted by their dinner, 
Viiich tv^as put through a wicket. He how- 
ever ttimed his discourse on the inscrutable 
ways of Providence, and the necessity of 
supporting ourselves with fortitude under 
afflictions. He continued, 

** I have been confined here for two 
years, without any society except my books 
afii my own reflexions, and yet I have not 
7ost my tranquillity of mind." 

** Ah, M. Gordon, but you are not in 
love with your godmother ! If you knew 
my Eloisa you would not wonder at my de- 
spair !" 

Tears relieved his oppressed heart. 

Although the Jansenist could not entirely 
bring over the Pupil of Nature to agree with 
him on religious topics, yet when he be- 
held his eyes moistened with tears he sooth- 
ed the unhappy youth with the affection of 
a father, and endeavoured to amuse liis 
mind by various studies; and if Sincerus 



bad not bee^ in love he would )iave m^d^ ^ 
great progress in mathematics : but Elp^s^ 
occupied his thoughts top muoh fpr tbemto 
dwell attentively on any other subject. 

History rendered hiip very thoyghtful 
and melancholy : the world appeared full of 
criqies and wretchedness ; and certainly all 
the innocent, peaceable beings ^mong man- 
kind are almost invisible pn this ya^^ the- 
atre ; the pri^iciples in the dramatis persor 
nae are the ambitious, the vain, and the 
wicked. The annals pf history spring from 
the same source as the incidents in tragedy^ 
strong passions, enormous crimen, and 
dregful calamities ; a4id Clio ought to be 
armyed like Melpomene. 

Geography, the descriptiop of the vari- 
ous countries, and the manners of the inha- 
bitants, afforded great entertainment to the 
young captive, while they enlarged his ideas 
ajod improved bis understanding. Nor was 
the drama excluded from their readings. 
MoUere delighted him. He learned, from 
bis^jccellent cpmedJLj^s, mature a^d Parisian 

^9 
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manners* The Tartuffe was his feyonrite. 
Gordon taid^ 

** It was a tartuffe wbg imprisoned me in 
this dungeon ; and probably it were tar- 
tuffes who sent thee here also." 

Racine^s tragedies affected him greatly. 
He could recite the most interesting parts 
of them with such sensibility, that he afl 
fect0d old Gordon to tears ; and he fre- 
quently made such judicious remarks, that 
they did honour to his understanding. He 
resembled a vigorous tree, whicbhad grown 
tall and luxuriant in an uncultivated soil^ 
but being transplanted to a more favourable 
spot, blossomed and bore fruit. Strange, 
that this exotic should thus begin to fiou*- 
rish within the walls of a prison ! 

Gordon, who had globes and an orrery, 
instructed his docile pupil in the elements of 
astronomy. He was uncommonly attentive 
to this sublime study, although it seemed 
to increase his melancholy. He said, 

" How hard is my fate ! Now I begin to 
be acquainted with the celestial regions, 
they arc hidden from my sight ! The cruel 
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beings who deprive me of the sun's all* 
cheering light enjoy his beams ! When I 
dwelt beneath the northern horizon , in the 
land where I was bom, no one was so sa^ 
vage as to seclude me from the splendid 
orbs of day and night which shin^ upon 
the universe. Now they are lost, all\ysX, 
tome ! O, my dear friend ! without your 
society I should expire in this dismal man- 
sion of despair ! Yes, my sensible and re« 
vered Gordon, your instructions have 
soothed and enlightened my soul, even in 
these^egions of darkness T' 

Thus passed days, weeks, and months \ 
and if Sincerus had not loved„ if he had not 
known that his Eloisa and his affectionate 
relations at the Priory were grieving lest 
some accident had befallen him, or accus- 
ing him of ingratitude, he could have been 
tolerably easy in his confinement. But he 
felt for those who were so deservedly dear 
to him far more than for himself. 



B3^ 



▼OLTAI&IANA. 



II. THE PRIOHY FORSAKEN. 

When a month had elapsed without any 
iwws arrivinjj at the Priory from Sincenis, 
iht^ prior f Mademoiselle Kerkabon^ and 
poor Kloisa bejjan to grow uneasy. The 
M>cond and third months they were conti- 
nually alarmcil by false reports and terrify- 
ing oonjiHTturos. Six months had rolled on, 
and thov conchided that he was dead. 

At last, by mere chance, the prior was 
informed of his nephew's safe arrival at Ver- 
saillosy and of the adventure at the Blue 
Dial, through the means of the life-guards- 
man, who had written those particulars to a 
relation at St. Malo much about the tim6 
they happened; and he added, that the 
poor young man had never since been heard 
of, and it was supposed that he was con- 
veyed to the Bastile. When Mademoiselle 
Kerkabon heard this, she said, 

** Alas ! our poor nephew, having the 
misfortune to be a Huron, has no doubt be- 
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hayed ignorantly, not knowing any thing of 
the manners of a court, and so got himself 
into some disgrace, which may be of fatal 
consequence. My dear brother, you know I 
never saw either Versailles or Paris; let us 
go there immediately, and endeavour to 
find ottr dear nephew. Who knows but it 
may be an excellent opportunity for us* to 
prevail oh him to be a sub-deacon ? Trouble 
and this lohg abisence may have extinguish- 
ed his love for Eloisa ; or, if not, you know 
how she grieves and weeps incessantly for 
him ; atid indeed, brother, he must either 
take orders or marry Eloii^a, lest he should 
take to bad courses, like too many young 
men ; and you know, as he was baptised at 
our instigation, it is absolutely our duty to 
take great care of his soul: therefore we 
must go to Paris and seek for him, or who 
can tett i>ut he may be lost for ever ?** 

The prior was affected by his sister's dis- 
course, and agreed to her proposal, with 
the bishop of St. Malo*s consent. He went 
instantly to consult with that prelate, whd 
not only approved of the journey, but gave 
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the prior letters of recommendation to Fa- 
ther de la Chaise, the king's confessor, wha 
was invested with the first dignities in the 
kingdom, toHarlai the archbishop of Paris, 
and to Bossuet bishop of Meaux. 

With these credentials the prior and his 
sister quitted St. Malo, and arrived safely at 
Paris, w here they found themselves as much 
bewildered as if they were in the midst of 
an immense labyrinth without a clue» 
Every day they were obliged to hire car- 
riages in order to introduce themselves in a 
decent manner to the dignified fathers of 
whom they were to make their inquiries. 

When the prior solicited an audience 
with the reverend Father de la Chaise, he 
was with the king : when he went to the 
archbishop's palace, the prelate was en- 
gaged with the rich and beautiful Made*- 
moiselle Lesdiguieres, who was consulting 
him concerning donations to the church: 
be set off next for the rural villa of the 
bishop of Meaux, who being in the coun- 
try, he hoped might be disengaged : but, 
alas ! he was examining a witness concern- 



rOLTAIRIANA. 1 1 

ing a mysterious aflair which had happened 
in the neighbourhood. However, after se«- 
yeral attenopts he gained access to both the 
prelates ; but each of thenr informed him, 
that as his nephew was not in the service of 
the church, they could not interfere inthe 
business. 

When the prior told his sister what the 
prelates said, she exclaimed, 

" Would to heaven that the poor boy 
were a sub-deacon I" 

At last the prior obtained an audience 
with the powerful Jesuit Father de la Chaise, 
and never was a reception more flattering. 
Although the prior was totally unknown to 
his reverence, he embraced him with fer- 
. your, protesting that he had a very sincere 
friendship for him, and that his holy society 
had always been .particularly attached to 
the worthy inhabitants of Lower Britanny. 
After the prior had made known his business 
at Paris, the Jesuit said, 

^^ But, my good friend, I fear this'^iie^ 
phew of thine is so unfortunate as tob^ an 
heretic.'* 
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'^ I assure you, reverend Father, that be 
is not." 

** Then perhaps he is a Jansenist." 

** By our holy faith, he is scarcely a 
Christian ! Eleven months have not elapsed 
since the bishop of St. Malo baptized him.'' 

** I am rejoiced to hear this. He shall be 
taken great care of among us. Is thy bene- 
fice considerable ?" 

*' But very moderate, indeed, and this 
search after my poor nephew has been ex- 
tremely expensive. My little income is not 
adequate to the expenses of the capital." . 

** Are there any Jansenists in thy pro- 
vince, worthy prior ? Take care, for they 
arc more dangerous than Huguenots or 
atheists !" 

" We have not one, my reverend Father. 
Even tiie word Jansenism is not known at 
Our Lady of the Mountain." 

^^ It gives me comfort to hear it. Adieu, 
my dear prior ! rest assumed that I will da 
erery thing for tibee." 

Thus afPectionately did Father de la Chaise 
dismiss the prior, but thought of him na 
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more. Time slipped a^ay, nothing was 
done, and the good prior and his sister were 
still exerting then^selves at Paris and Ver- 
saillesy and still plunged deeper in despair. 



III. THE ELOPEMENT. 

After the prior and his sister left St, Malo 
the artful bailiff strenuously urged the Abbfi 
de St. Yves to precipitate the marriage be- 
tween his son and the lovely Eloisa ; and as 
the abb6 approved of the match, he did not 
delay sending for his sister. 

Eloisa was prepared for the summons. 
The more she had thought herself unkindly 
treated by her brother, the more ardently 
she loved Sincerus, and the more she de- 
tested the bailiff's son. She had read ro- 
mances, by stealth, in the convent. The 
prior and Mademoiselle de Kerkabon were 
gone to Paris. Should an old uncle and 
an aunt of forty-five evince more affection 
and spirit than one who was in the prime of 
youth, who* adored Sincerus, and who ab- 
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borred the wretch whom the abb6 had de* 
gtined to be her husband ? Love answered 
no, and she quitted the convent in obedience 
to her brother. 

She behaved with propriety to the bailiff 
And his son, her brother was pleased, and 
happiness reigned around her. The wed- 
ding day was fixed : she made no opposi- 
tion. The morn arose ; every thing was 
prepared : but before the bridegroom had 
left his bed, his bride was several leagues on 
her road to Palris. Resolved to try her in- 
fluence in behalf of her lover, she had 
formed her plan ; and packing up her nup- 
tial presents, and every ^valuable of her 
own, she made her escape at four o'clock in 
the morning ; and by the time a pursuit was 
thought necessary she was seven leagues 
distant from St. Malo. • 

The bailiff questioned every creature he 
met ; his son gaped in astonishment, and 
looked more simple than ever ; and the 
^bb6 was absorbed in consternation for a 
time, and then in a terrible rage resolved 
to pursue Eloisa ; and he set .off immedi- 
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ately with the bailiff and half the inhabit- 
ants of Lower Britanny. 

Eloisa was on horseback, and pursued her 
course to Paris, without the least alarm^ 
tintil the third day, when, upon making 
her accustomed inquiries of the couriers 
who overtook her, she learned that a fat 
abb^, a bailiff still more enormous, and a 
stupid -looking young man, were not far 
behind her. With great presence of mind 
she immediately turned into another road, 
and by great dexterity arrived at Versailles 
while they were making a fruitless search 
for her at Paris, But now she was at Ver- 
sailles, how was she to act? She recol- 
lected the life-guardsman who had given the 
intelligence; she knew he was of Lower. 
Britanny, but not his name ; and how could 
she, young, beautiful, inexperienced , 
friendless, and a stranger, venture among 
the king's guards to inquire for the Low 
Breton i 



16 TOLTAIRIANA. 



ly. A DAWN OF HOPE. 

Eloisa could not take courage to expose 
lierself among the soldiers, but requested 
the people of the inn to reconunend a Jesuit 
to her who was in the habit of confessing 
persons of the lower rank ; for there were 
confessors in rogulajr gradation, from roy* 
Alty to valets and soubrettes. To the spies 
the latter were very useful penitents, as 
they generally blended the secrets of the fa- 
miKes in which they lived with their own. 
. To a Jesuit of this lower order, w^io was 
called Father Tout-d-totiSf was the fair 
Eloisa introduced; to him she confessed, 
related her adventures, and conjured ihim 
to placeher, in safety, with some respect- 
able :female, who. would be her protector in 
"Such a gay place. 

The good father immediately c<mducted 
her to a trusty devotee, whose husband 
was the cup-bearer, and Eloisa fixed her 
abode with Madame Facile, which was the 
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name of her protectress, and endeavoured to 
obtain her friendship and confidence.-^ 
Through her means Eloisa soon obtained 
intelligence of the Breton guard, and learn- 
ed from him all the particulars which he 
Ifnew concerning Sincerus ; and he directed 
her, for farther information, to the head 
clerk at M. Alexander's, to whom she went 
immediately. 

This gentleman was sooner visible and far 
politer to the beautiful Mademoiselle de SL 
Yves than he was to the young Huron, 
whom the 3oftened scribe presently found 
was the object of her affections, by her 
fainting on his telling her that he was mort 
probably confined for life in the Bastile« 
Affected by her distress, he said, 

** Do not give way to despair ; it may be 
in your power to alter the fdte of your lover. 
I have no influence over the ministers, there- 
fore can do you no service in this affair, ex- 
cept by advising you to go, without delay, . 
to M. de St. Pouange, who is the cousin and 
favourite of M, de Louvois, This minister 
has two souh which govern his own : one is 

VOL. III. c 
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M. de St. Pouange, the other Mademoiselle 
la Belle. She is, at present^ absent from 
Versailles, therefore you have nothing to do 
but engage this gentleman, whose power is 
unlimited, in your cause, and you are sure 
of success.** 

A dawn of hope gleamed faintly through 
the dreadful apprehensions which had so 
long clouded the once chearful soul of 
Eloisa. Trembling with anxiety for the 
fate of Sincerus, dreading the pursuit of 
her brother and his party, her tears flowed 
in torrents. At length exerting her forti- 
tude^ she flew, for love seemed to give 
wings to her feet, to the house of AL de St. 
Pouange« 



V. THE PRIEST CONVERTED. 

The venerable Gordon still continued to 
improve his young companion, who re-^ 
warded his care by the progress he made 
in every science. On religious topics the 
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lioroH frequently puzzled the Jansenist 
priest. He said, one day, 

** I love and revere you, my excellent 
Gordon, ^s yourself y hwtwotdA 2, Jansenist; 
yet I abhor your persecutors ; they are 
<;ruel wretches for thus oppressing a good 
and venerable man for differing from them 
in Teligious opinions. Sectaries seem all to 
he the slaves of narrow prejudices, whick 
impel them to detest and persecute each 
other. Indeed^ my friend, I oanuot recon* 
•cile such conduct with the idea Ihave formed 
of an universal Creator, nor with what I 
liave read concerning the Saviour of man- 
kind ; for I find those who make the proud- 
)est boast of being Christians act diametric 
<:ally opposite to his precepts and exam^ 
pie. I was born among, or at least dwelt 
among barbarians, from infancy mitil my 
twentieth year, and although they act sa* 
vagely som^imes by their enemies in war> 
they never oppress and persecute their 
peaceful neighbours : but Christians perse* 
cute their friends. I had scarcely set my 
foot in France before I shed my blood in her 

c2 
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defence^ and this i» iny reward for preset^ 
ing a province— to be buried alive in this 
iepukhre while yet m the bloom of my 
youth ! I wad born free IeLs the air I breath- 
ed ; the blessings of my existence were li- 
berty and Iwe ; the mdnsters have deprived 
meofbbth; and if they had not extended 
theilr crnelty to 5'<)u alsd, I must have died 
herte ! We tfe iinrMrisdttfed for ire know not 
what ! Thiftrfe can be ne taws in this coun- 
try. In Englahd men are never condemned 
teiheard^Alas ! I wish I had not fought 
against the English V 

Gordon pitied Sincerus it\ore than he did 
himvelf ; he was old, a stranger to love^ ex- 
cept as a trirhe^ and had only exchanged 
the lonely cell of amona^tery fdr a dungeon ; 
he therefore indulged the ybuthfiil suflerek* 
in erery thing whith seemed tb sooth his 
afflictions. He observed that absence in- 
creased the ardenty bf love^ and that philo- 
sophy 1)ad no po#er to cheiek its progress ; 
that the more his pupil's mind became po- 
lished^ the pnrer grew his pistssion for Eloisa, 
the more iaithfully he loved her, and the 



■lore con6disnti9illy he displayed his senU- 
roent^ of love, wbicb always exceeded tbosie 
lie pointed out to hirn in romances, when hp 
saidy ^^ These aut)K)rs substitute wit and art 
tor nature* Alas ! their herptes dp ^pt love 
as /dor 

Gordon believegl in^), and let I^im talt: fof 
liours of Eioisa^ and please bi^^oself with 
ideal scenes of future happiness; whilje b^ 
hinisielf no longer considered love as a crime, 
but as a sublime sentiment which exalted 
the soul ; and, sighjng for the blessing he 
had lost frpo^ n^row prejudice, sensibly f|sl^ 
that an old Jan^nist priest loight be made 
a convert to Love by a yoiuog pupil of Na- 
ture* 



VI. M. D£ ST. POUANGE. 

Eloisa^ accompanied 1^ her friend Ma« 
cUu^ Facile^ arrived ia sight of the house 
where M. de St. Pouange resided, just as the 
4bb£ de St. Yv^^ipe outpf the door ; for- 
luiaaii^y Sloi^a jxs^ cooceajed by a i^sUa 

c 3 
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reil ; yet, despairing of success, as her lm>' 
ther had been there, she would have turned 
back if her friend had not encouraged her 
by saying, '* Be not afraid; if you think 
your brother has been speaking against yon-, 
this is the very moment that it is your duty 
to speak in your defence; and surely a 
knely young woman will have more influ- 
ence than an old fat abb6 ; besides, the fate 
of your lover may depend on this inter- 



yiew.'* 



These words decided Eloisa; she gained 
admittance, and was conducted to the audi- 
ence-chamber of this deputy minister. Her 
youth, her extreme beauty, her languishing 
eyes, moistened with involuntary tears, at^- 
tracted general observation, the sycophants 
forgot the idol of power to bow at the shrine 
of beauty. M. de St. Pouange pitied her 
confusion, and led her into a closet. 

She spoke with an unaffected grace ; St. 
Pouange was greatly interested ; she trena«- 
bled ; he said, ^^ Be not thus agitated, 
lovely maid, the affair you mention requires 
consideration ; let me see you this evenin^^ 
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when -I shall be more at leisure ; many per* 
sons are in waiting now; common audiences 
are hastily dispatched : your story has af- 
fected me, I will attend to it particularly. 
Tears shall no longer dim those beautiful 
eyes if it be in my power to remove th6 
cause of your sorrow. Let me have th6 
pleasure of seeing you here again at seven 
this evening." 

He politely conducted her to the door of 
the audience-chamber, and she departed 
with Madame' Facile in better spirits than 
she entered. 

She failed not to go at the appointed hour, 
accompanied by her friend, who staid in 
the anti-chamber while Eloisa was conducted 
to St. Pouange, who was in the inner apart^ 
ment. 

After the first compliments, he said, " Can: 
you: believe. Mademoiselle^ that your bro- 
ther has been with me to request me to grant 
him a lettre de cachet against your lovely 
self? But be assured that I would sooner 
Banish Monsieur rAbb6 de St. Yves for ever 
from the capital, and confine him to Lower 

e4 
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Britanny all his life, than seclude such beau:- 
ty from the world." 

** Alas ! Itttres de cachet , I fear, are too 
Kberally bestowed io this^city! Although 
my brother is very unkind, I wish not to 
vetaliute ; I have more regard for the liberty 
of mankind. I have waited on you. Sir,, 
to supplicate thercleasementof one to whom 
the king owes the preservation of our pro- 
vince; a brave young man who would do 
service to his country ; the son of an officer 
killed in its defence. Of what crime is he 
accused? or who had a right to imprisoa 
him without a cause?'' 

St. Pouange showed her the letter from 
the Jesuit spy to Father de la Chaise, and 
also that from the bailiff to M. de Louvois» 
Eloisa read these letters with astonish men t^ 
particularly that from the bailiff, and ex- 
claimed, ^' Gracious Heaven! can suck 
monsters exist ? And is it upon such evi- 
dence as this that the liberty and lives of the 
citizens of France are sacrificed !" 

On her knees she solemnly declared that 
Sincerus was guiltlessr of all that was laid. 
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to Msr charge, and still on her knees, with 
weeping eyes and clapped hands, soUcited 
St. Pouange to release the brave-young Hu* 
ron. She looked so extremely beautiful, 
that the deputy minister was quite capti* 
vated with the lovely petitioner ; and, ever 
accustomed to indulge his passions in regard 
to women, rather abruptly swore he loved 
her to distraction, and that if she would 
return his afiection, the leitre ds caclieP 
should be revoked, and the man for whom, 
she pleaded so forcibly rewarded with 
pensions, places, Iioaoui*s,. and royal favour.. 

J^oor Eloisa, choked with agony, leaned 
her head on tjie sofa,, unable to arise. Sit» 
Pouange kneeled in bis turn, and most ar- 
dently pleaded lus passion ; and as he wasr 
neither old nor disagreeable,, might have 
been a suceessful lover, upon honourable: 
terms, if Eioisa's heart had not been so faith- 
fully attached to her adored Siacerus. 

J^lxerting ail her strength of mind, she 
started from the flooF, and firmly avowed 
her attachinent to the man for whom she 
bad ht^9k f^o ardently pfeadi^g, and relied 
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on the honour of St. Pouange not to conti^ 
niic his importunities; but she knew not 
tliat a gay, thoughtless, rich man of fa- 
shion, who was a general and a too success* 
fu) lover, would not be so easily repulsed 
by an unprotected, imprudent girl, (for so 
he deemed her,) who had run away from: 
her relations after a young man of bad cha- 
racter, whom he considered as unworthy- 
such a lovely creature. He therefore plainly 
told her that he had mentioned the aiily 
means by which she could obtain liberty for 
the young man for whom she so highly in- 
terested herself. The agonized Eloisa re- 
tired without speaking; He did not attempt 
to detain her. She took the arm of Ma- 

ft 

damo Facile, who had formed many con- 
jectures at her long interview with St. Pou- 
ange, and now wondered at her hunying so 
silently out of the house, and all the way 
homo, without answering a single question. 
She threw herself inta a chair, and gave 
way to an agony of tears M'hich relieved her- 
oppressed heart, and enabled her to relate 
what had passed between her and St. Pou^ 
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ange. Madame Facile crossed herself seve* 
ral times, and then said, 

** My dear young friend, you must con* 
suit our pious director Father Tout-i-tous." 

" Alas ! what can he do for me, when: 
those who seem to govern the nation think 
so lightly of the liberty of the men and the 
honour of the women ?'* 

** O, he can do more than: you imagine ; 
he has great influence over my Lord de St. 
Pouange ; he confesses aU his female ser- 
rants. He is a pious, accommodating man^,. 
and has also the direction of some ladies of 
fashion. Take his advice, I have always 
found it good : rest tranquilly to-night, and 
I will go to him in the morning."' 



ril. FATHER TOUT-A-TOirS. 

The unhappy Eloisa told her confessor 
the whole of the behaviour she had expe- 
rienced from St. Pouange without mention-;- 
ing his name. The Jesuit said, 

^* Ah^ my dear daughter, this must be a 
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iQQst abominable sinner ! a vile Janseaist^ 
no doubt. I will inform his reverence Fa- 
ther de la Chaise, who will imprison him in 
Ihe same place where thy l^loved is con- 
fined. What is the wicked ona^s name ?" 

<« St. Pou^nge." 

" What ! how i my Lord dp St. Pou- 
ange ! Ah, my child ! that alters the case 
greatly. He is cousin to the greatest mini- 
ster we ^ver had ; he is a powerful man, Jbe 
i^ rich, a true Christian, and a worthy pro> 
tector of the righteous cause, theref9re he 
cannot do se^roM^. No, no, daughter, you 
mistake.'* 

"I did not. Oh, Fatlier, I am lost ! 
Whichever way I turn I behold misery or 
shame \ Alas ! I have no aUernative I My 
fover must remain buried alive, or /render 
myself unworthy to live I I cannot let him 
die in prison ! Yet to release him is worse 
than death to me h I cannot, will not save 
him at the expense of my honour !" 

'* I will not persuade you, my daughter ^y 
but you are certainly very ignorant pf the 
world. Few Parisiaa husbands would thank 
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their wires for depriving them of liberty, 
and even of promution, because they could 
not behave politely to such an amiable man 
as ray Lord de St. Ponange, You may rely 
on his word ; he will perform whatever he 
promises. B^nedicit6, daughter! I hope 
yon will act wisely both for yourself and the 
unhappy prisoner. B^nedicit^T* 

Father Tout-il-tous left Eloisa as much 
terrified at Ibiis discourse as she had been 
at the proposals of St. Pouange. She 
wished that death would release her from 
the horror of leaving her beloved Sincerus 
in dismal captivity, or the shame of pur- 
chasing his freedom with the lobs of h^ 
honour and of his love. 



VIII* MAbAME FACILE* 

Eloisa told her friend what strange advice 
f\itW TOut«-ii^tous bad given her, and ex- 
ipressed an anxious wish to take refbg^ in the 
peaceful gtave from such a wickisd world, 
Madail^ Facile said^ 
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^* Alas ! poor thing ! didst thou know the 
"world as well as I do, thou wouldst think 
nothing of all this. In our gallant, gty, 
and polished t^ourt, love and beauty preside 
xyyerall. Pretty women may, if they pos- 
sess the least share of wit and spirit, be the 
making of their families, for their influence 
at court is unlimited. They can bestow 
pensions, places, honours to the brave, li- 
berty to the captive, and life to the con- 
demned. O, my dear, we can do any 
thing ! Why now, as I have a great friend- 
ship for thee, I will confess, in confidence, 
that if I had been such a novice in courtly 
manners as thou art, my husband would not 
enjoy the good place which maintains us so 
comfortably ; and he has sense enough to be 
grateful to his benefactress. Of what use 
are all these teai's ? Will they release the 
poor young man who is wasting his life in 
theBastile?" 

. '^ Cease, I conjure thee I Lead me not into 
this labyrinth df misery ! Saints and angels ! 
what a world and what people am I become 
acquainted with ! I stand upon the brink of 
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^estroction, and no friendly hand will save 
me ! Yes, I will go to the palace, and 
throw myself at the feet of our gracious 
sovereign, when he is going to chapel or to 
the theatre-'* 

"Ah, my dear ! thou wilt gain nothing 
by that attempt. No one is suffered to ap« 
proach the king until their request is made 
known. Father de la Chaise and M. de 
Louvois attend him to mass; and the latter 
and his cousin St. Pouange attend his ma- 
jesty to the theatres," 



IX. THE DIAMOND EAR-HINGS. 



While Madame Facile was inctlsasing the 
difficulties of the almost distracted Eloisa, a 
pacquet arrived from IVL de Pouange, ad- 
dressed to her. She would have returned it 
unopened, but the bearer was gone, and 
ber curious friend had already broken the 
seaL The pacquet contained an elegant 
pair of diamond ear-rings, and a letter, in- 
forming her that he would do himself the 
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pleasure of supping with ber, and deliver 
into her hands a revocation of the leiire ie 
<achet. It is impossible to express the per- 
plexities of Eloisa^s tortured souL She 
knew not how to act. The present she was 
resolved to refuse: but Madame Facile said, 

'* Men Dieu *! wih thou exasperate such 
a powerful man? Ah, my d^r friend 1 
think of the fatal consequence 1 Thy lover 
would be racked upon the whed, and thoti' 
buried in a convent for life," 

*' Oh, all-j2^*acioas Heaven! what am I to 
4o ?" 

^^ Do? why as thou didst in Lower Bri- 
tanny, dissemble, until thou has^ gained the 
revocation. Surely thou mayst do that 
without (TifBcuhy. Wear the diamond 
*ar-rings, receive my Ijord de Pouange with 
apparent gratitude, gain fiwr, and the np- 
vocatwft and all may succeed according to 
thy wish. Every thing depends on thy skill 
in dissimulation." 

** My soui abhors deceit ; yet once more, 
for the sake of my Sincerus, I will dis* 
semble." 
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X. ART PREVAILS. 

Eloisa^ much against her inclination , 
wore the briltiant ear-rings, and took what 
pains she could to dress herself answerable 
to them. She also, her fond heart trem- 
bling with apprehension, endeavoured to 
assume tlie appearance of satisfaction* 

St. Pouange arrived. She sat down to 
supper. Madame Facile performed the ho- 
nours of the table. Eloisa was pleased with 
the delicacy of their guest. He talked not of 
himself, but of the brave de Kerkabon, and 
of his being free to-morrow ; drank wine to 
the mutual happiness of Sincerus and the 
faithful Eloisa. He presented her with some 
wine. She did not exceed her usual quan- 
tity, yet her spirits were uncommonly ex- 
hilarated by the transition from dreadful 
uneasiness to satisfaction. 

St. Pouange gave her the revocation of 
the lettre de cachet She received it with 
transport. M. Facile requested that his 
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wife would favour him with a few minutes* 
conversation, and Madame Facile left the 
room, exclaiming against her husband for 
being so troublesome. lEloisa felt the more 
confidence at being alone with St. Ponangei 
as he had ceased to be the lover. 

He requested her to drink the wine whioh 
stood before <ber, as a glass of success to«tfae 
captain, and immediateVjr {presented her a 
captain's 'commission forSincerus, and pro- 
mised higher honours. The emotions of 
joy which agitated the faeartof Eloisaover- 
pclwered her. She grew feint ; she drank 
the wine, then laughed convulsively, and in 
lifew minutes her senses were so disordered 
that she became the victim of ^he artful St 
Pouange, who, to facilitate his triumph 
over her honour, haAmisigled&piuniinhet 



li0LT4f8EI«m. 



Wjbfxek'^ AsLy tbel»e^ayed Eloisa re- 
colored to a perfect sense of her dhame and 
misery, iiorrorchilled her pure and virtn- 
ous sold, as, for thejfe*^ time, she started 
from the conch of dishonour. Yet did not 
the faithful, tender, agonized Eloisa suffer 
herself to sink into despair : she had it in 
her power to bless her Sincerus with liberty 
-and independence. She would fly to pre- 
•sent him with those rich gifts which she had 
purchased for him so fatally toiierselfl 

She &natcbed the abhorred brilliants from 
lier ears, and threw them from her : she 
then dressed herself with the neatest sim- 
plicity, {ind set out for Paris. Indescrib- 
able are the sensations of faer noble yet hu* 
miliated soid during bar journey. She 
should ionce more bdioM her adored *Sin- 
cerus ! At 4liat transparting idea the rosy 
tinge^of^oy revisited Ai^pflilid<3lieeks: but 
the vinsfeaoataneous ^reaoUection that she 
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was no longer worthy his love^ crimsoned 
them with the deep blush of shame, which 
as quickly faded to the death-like hue of 
despair. 

When she stopped at the tremendous gate 
her fortitude forsook her: she was unable to 
descend from the coach without assistance. 
With trembling steps, palpitating heart, 
and eyes dimmed witii tears, she entered 
the gate — 



Dc cet affrcuz chateau* palais de la vengeance. 
Qui renfermc souvent le crime et Tinnocence. 

The horrible castle where vengeance resides. 
And virtue too eft ia guilt's dungeon resides. 



Kloisa was presented to the governor^ 
who addressed her politely. She had not 
power to articulate a syllable, but with 
trembling hand presented the revocation of 
the lettre de cachet. The governor was a 
humane man, and rejoiced at the good for- 
tune of Sincerus, whom he loved and pitied 
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He sent for him immediately. When Sin- 
cerus beheld the light of the sun and his 
Eloisa, and was informed that he was at li« 
berty, he was overpowered. He could 
scarcely sustain Eloisa, who had fainted in 
his arms. Sincerus soon recovered ; but 
the lovely restorer of his freedom remained 
so long without any symptoms of life^ that 
he was greatly alarmed. Just as she was 
recovering, the governor said, 

" I did not know- that you were married ; 
yet surely, by the tender emotions which I 
have observed since she came with your 
liberation, this lovely creature must be 
your wife." 

Eloisa heard those words : they recalled 
the horror of her situation, and she fainted 
again on the bosom of the alarmed Sin- 
cerus. 

When she came to herself she gave him 
the commission. Sincerus seemed in a 
dream. Ho could scarcely believe his hap- 
piness. He said, 

^^ Dearest Eloisa ! thou comest like a di- 
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Tinity, to give me tiberty and honour f 
Who was so cruel as to confine nte in tia» 
dismal place ? and by what Iiappy means 
liast thou obtained die power of liberating 
the prisoner, and rewarding the brave ?^' 

The averted look, deep-dyed blush, and 
flowing tears of the confused and agonized 
Eloisa would have confessed the whole of 
lier unhappy story to any one whose know- 
ledge of the world had extended farther than 
the honest Huron's. He imputed her dis- 
order to illness. She told him who had 
been his accusers, and hastily passed over 
her elopement, and recommendation to St. 
Pouange. After expressing his surprise at 
the cruelty of the bailiff and the Jesuit spy, 
be continued, 

" And how, my beloved. Eloisa, couldst 
thou remember the uncultivated Huron with 
affection? How couldst thou venture, my 
lovely, faithful maid, to undertake the 
journey from Lower Britanny to Versailles 
alone ? Heaven was thy guardian ! Vir- 
tuous love was respected, and rewarded 
with success. By the invincible charms of 



beMUy^ and virtue tbou hast liberated thy 
faithful l«ver> thy tmn Sincerusl^* 

If team had not relieved the heart of Eloi- 
aa, it ni«0t have broken at the words of her 
SiooePttSy wlioas iuaoceatly iacreased her 
an^uiflh by saying, 

^^ No.w»,tbou angd of liberty ( since thou 
hasfc had sufficicint influence to break ny 
ehaitti, I conjure thee to obtain justice for 
the partner of my dungeon , an excellent 
old man, who has taught me every thing 
except ardent, faithful love : ika^ I bad 
been taught by thee, my Etoisa; but he has 
oultivated my rude ideas, he has rendered 

me worthy thy love. Solicit " 

*^ IsoUoit ? wAmm, Sincerus ?" 
'* The generous man who granted thee 
such favo\irs for me/' 

<' Him I Oh, this is too much !^' 
'^ Say not so, my Eioisa ! I love the ve- 
nerable Gordon with filial affection, nor can 
I, even with thee, enjoy my freedom with* 
out him. Eioisa, dear Eioisa ! let me owe 
all my blessings to thee alone \ Overpower 
me ^ilh benefits— complete what thou hast 
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begun : write to this man, so powerfdl in 
the state, and perfect tby miracles !" 

Eloisa had no consolation in life but that of 
obliging her lover. She wrote to St. Pott- 
ange to request the releasement of Gordon : 
she visited the venerable prisoner in his cell^ 
ventured to promise him freedom, and de- 
parted with Sincerusfor the abode of their 
relations; for tlie Abb^ de St. Yves she 
knew resided in the same house with the 
prior and his sister. 

They had scarcely entered the house 
when Eloisa received a letter from M.de St. 
Pouange, with an order for the releasement 
of the -good old Gordon. She gave it to 
3incerus, and he flew back immediately to 
. the Bastile to liberate his venerable friend.^ 
He would not so soon have quitted his 
Eloisa on any other occasion, nor could she 
have wished his absence but to indulge her- 
self in secret sorrow, for which she had an 
additional cause. St. Pouange had made an ^ 
appointment with her for the evening. 
What an msult to delicacy ! to Eloisa, who 
adored Sincerus 1 who bad courageously and 
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nobly come forward to liberate^two unhap- 
py prisoner^! 



ZII. THE FAMILY MEETIlfG, 

The prior and Mademoiselle Kerkabon 
were sincerely rejoiced to see Eloisa : the 
abb6 also received her with fraternal af* 
fection, and imputed his rage to his con- 
cern for her honour^ which he feared might 
be injured by her elopement He told her 
that the bailiff and his son were gone back 
to Lower Britanny. 

Eloisa had scarcely toldthqm the cause 
which impelled ISncerus to return to the. 
prison when he entered with Gordon. The 
meeting of the Kerkabons was extremely 
tender and interesting, and the Ahb6 de 
St. Yves behaved to the young captain as 
to a destined brother. Joy and gratitude 
sparkled ia the eyes of Sincerus when gaz« 
ing on Eloisa^ while hers^ half averted, ex- 
pressed an emban'assment and misery which 
greatly surprised every one in company* 
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Tke vencffabfe G«rdk>» was dmit ta 
whole family ; be had consoled the ye 
prisoner in bis affliction, and that wi 
saflScient claim to their regard. The 
JanseniBt prew e¥«vy D^tment more re 
ciled to love, since to Eloisa^s for his yc 
pspil he owed hta liberty. He flaid, 

^* AIm! x»e are liberated, bat we bayc 
behind us, in that abode of horror, ne 
five hundred Tirtuous persons, perhaps c 
rig^y treated than we were when M 
moif elle de St. Yves so generously set 
free. There they may perish in mis 
while their distressed friends are stran 
to their fate. Ah ! how many hands 
ready to bind, bow few to loosen the be 
of captivity P* 

This reflexion renewed his expreasior 
gratitude and admiration to Eloisa, wl 
soul he thought must be superior in fid< 
and intrepidity to any other womt 
Poor Eloisa f she could no longer triui 
with innocent delight in the praises best 
ed on her before a lover, in whose opi 
shewasonoe anxious to be exalted, fi 
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as* it were, ritainkiiig with horror fvora her- 
self^ thejr seenedf to rend her heart. The- 
Abb^ St. Yves did not lessen her pamfiil 
embarrassments by sspng^ 

'' I cannot imagine by nHiat means, nrjr 
sister, an entire stranger at court conld so^ 
itery soon obtaia strch vast inflnenee !'* 



XIII. AN ENVOY FROM THE COURT. 

The party were jn^ sat down to stippcr 
when Madame Facile arrived from Ver- 
sailles in a coach and six. She entered the- 
Boom with a bold,, familiar air,, embraced 
Eloisa, JQst noticed the rest of tbe party 
with haughty indifference,, and said, half 
apart to Eloisa,. 

" I am come to fetch jon^ my dear; 
You are v iK)ng to make a person of con^ 
sequence wait. I have brought your dia- 
mond car-rings with mei How careless 
you were to leave them on the floor ! Put 
them on J and come with me immediately to- 
Versailles*" 
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. " Oh, never, never ! there my happiness 
receive^! a mortal wound 1 Your advice was. 
my ruin !" 

The words on both sides were uttered so 
much above a whisper,^ that they were over- 
heard. The prior and his sister looked at 
the diamonds and at each other witb the 
surprise natural to good people who had 
never beheld such magnificent ornaments 
before ;. the abb^ stood in breathlesa asto- 
nishment ; Sincerus saw the pallid look and 
agitated frame of his Eloisa, he heard her 
words ! and grew pale. His apprehensions 
were dreadful,, but he endeavoured to con- 
ceal them. 

Eloisa, in despair at the change which she 
observed in the expressive countenance of 
Sincerus, hastily pulled Madame Facile out 
of the apartment, and throwing the brilli- 
ants at her feet, said, 

•^* Alas ! you know that I was not to be 
seduced by these baubles ! yet I was be- 
trayed by the treacherous giver ! . Never, 
never will I see him more ! Oh, give hin> 
back these diamonds ! Go, take them to 
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hhn, and do not render me still more hate- 
fal to myself than I have been made al- 
ready V 

Madame Facile took up the jewels, not 
with an intention to restore them to St. 
Pouange, but for herself ; and she immedi- 
ately stepped into the carriage, reflecting 
on the remorse which she had witnessed in 
the favoured beauty, and which was to her 
the most incomprehensible thing in nature. ' 



XIV. CONVERSATION. 

The drooping Eloisa was so extremely ill 
that she could no longer support herself; 
yet, not willing to interrupt the happiness 
of Sincerus and her friends, she complained 
only of fatigue ; and assuring them that 
i^est would restore her health and spirits, re- 
quested their permission to retire. 

Her absence and her too apparent indis- 
position threw a gloom over their supper : 
but the gravity of the guests rendered the 
conversation more interesting ; for when 
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mirth presides, it ^eqtontlf becomes 'frl- 
Toitms and noisy* <7ordon gave them the 
history of Jansenism and Molinism, oftherr 
^obstinacy, and of the perteomion b nf-one 
party against the other. Sinceriis orkidml 
•on both parties, who, nc^ satisfied with the 
<^mmonievik of life, created otbei^, im». 
ginary and ^ibsurd. Gordon continned : 

*^ With what inhuman indifference do po» 
tentates ^icnd ninisters sign the destruction 
of many innocent families, falsely accused ! 
and with what barbarous avidity do merce- 
nary officers and executioners persecute, 
torture, and destroy ! I was acquainted, 
in my youth,, with a worthy man, who, being 
prosecuted in his own pi^ovince merely for 
•being related to the iUustrious but unfoitu- 
oaie 'Marshal de MariUac, coocealed tdm* 
«el£, under a£ctiftiousfname, in Paris. This 
poor manand his wife, the laithM oonapa- 
nion of his -misfoFtune^ were bot& «q>ward 
of seventy ^jFears of ikge. 

" They had tone moo^ who at the earfy 
4|^ of foovteen lAsoooded firem his fatheorls 
Jbotue, Hinteved the •aumy^ de^evted^ ihocajvue 
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a fftisevable debauohee, 'and at last, chasg^ 
ing his name, obtained the post "of acn £x- 
'^mpt in the guards attendant en Cardinal 
Richelieu, and was a.ppoHited to arretit the 
venerable couple, who had unfortunately 
been disoevered. He performed his office 
with unfeeliqg ebdoracy, studying only to 
oblige bis employer. As he was conducting 
his victims to. prison, he heard them deplore 
tbeur long saoeession of misfortunes, and, 
among them', the loss of their son, and his 
abandoned life. He then recollected his 
parents in his unfortunate prisoners, ac<^ 
kno¥^ledged them, but told them that w*ere 
he to relax in his severity, it would be act* 
ing "Contrary to the strict commands of the 
cardinal, whom he was now bound tO'^obey 
in preference to all the world. His^Emi- 
nency was informed of hisfoondact, and re- 
wafded his fidelity. 

^'(A'^py, employed by fetber^de ]a<Chaise, 
betr»^ed his own brothei:, « Huguenot, 
for the sake of a trifling benefiae., ^hitih, 
dfter^all^ >he did ndt obtain.; and I saw him 
ie, 4iot of ^remorse, >bttt of <dis(tppoint« 
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nient at losing the expected preferment pro«> 
snisedhim by the holy Jesuit. 

" While I performed the sacred office of 
confessor to several families, I became ac- 
quainted with their secrets, and observed 
that, in general, their greatest troubles ori- 
ginated in an unbounded indulgence of self- 
ish passions, and envy at the success of 
others," 

" Well," said Sincerus, «< I think that a 
grateful and reasonable man will know when 
fae has cause to be happy. I am certain 
that I could enjoy permanent felicity witb 
the lovely and amiable Mademoiselle de St. 
Yves; and I flatter myself that you. Mon- 
sieur I'Abb^, will not now refuse me your 
consent, -as you did last year, when I was 
a stranger to the manners of this country,*' 

TtSe abb^ declared his perfect approba^- 
tion of the marriage, and good uncle Ker- 
kabon protested that his nephew's wedding- 
day should be the most glorious in his whole 
life. His sister exclaimed, 

*^ Ah, so it shall, my brother, be a glori- 
ous day ! I was a great fool not to have a 
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weddifigday of my own, before yours, Sin. 
cerus : however, I will be a good mother to 
you and Eloisa. Ah! I said you would 
never be a sub-deacon." 

The conversation now turned on the nup- 
tials and settlement of the lovers, and the 
happiness they deserved. It was proposed 
for them to reside in Paris, and schemes of 
fortune and grandeur succeeded. The heart 
of Sincerus was animated with joy, grati- 
tude, and love for his Eloisa, and felt the 
encomiums paid to her noble conduct with 
transport : yet sometimes a thrill of dread- 
ful apprehension checked all his promised 
bliss, when he recollected these fatal words, 
" there my happiness received a mortal 
wound /" That wound must also be mortal 
to his happiness. Who could have wounded 
the soul of his Eloisa ? The diamonds made 
but a slight impression on his mind, the 
words a deep one ; yet he endeavoured to 
forget them, and be cheerful. He joined in 
a discourse on the adminisration ; and with 
the freedom of convivial conversation, which 
in France is esteemed the most precious li- 
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berty obtained upon earth, tbej gave their 
real opinions c^ the ministers. The Haron 
said, 

^^ I will describe the man Trbom I would 
choose for the war department, were I the 
King of France. He should be a man of 
noble birtli, because it is his |4ace to give 
orders to some of the first nobihty ; he should 
haTe distingvisJM^ himself bravely in the 
field, aod attained, by his merit, erery gra^ 
dation to tbat of lieutenant-general, and 
proved himself worthy of being a marshal c^ 
France ;, for it is necessary that lie should 
lave served himself, to render him. a com- 
petent •judge of the services of others ; and 
certainly the ofEcers would obey with much 
more alacrity a military man,, who had sig- 
nalised himself by his courage^ than a mere 
cabinet minister who never saw a fiekl o£ 
battle, though his sense and skill in every 
other case might be unqpestionable* I 
abocdd wish my minister to be truly hbevaly 
even if my treasury 8uf]b9red^ oocasionaliy 
by his. rewards to the brave. I shoold 
choose that he should despatch bosiiiess 



whh faeility^ and yet {Possess that happy 
tfsktlquillity of flairtd pefcnliar to meh of ^« 
peirior nnderstandiAg, afld ^bich wotild 
render tvety duty of his ilittititkon cfasy i6 
himseHf atid advaiirtageoasr to the nation. 
Such is the man whom I would choose for a 
tninfia^r, firom an opinion I have formed 
that cfdiirtty «an never disgrace an amiable 
mind," 



^V. A^RIO*t/S ALARil. 

WWte ftnceros w«s speaking, the AbM 
^ St, Yves had (Jfftitted the roofli ; afwi wish* 
ing to speak a few ^ords wkh his sister, if 
she wc»c ttdt asleep, he crept softly rtli6 
h^ chamber, but was greatly alarnM^d at 
the rttpid progj*ess of her disorder. Her 
cheefes tver^ ftdshed, her eyes rolled with 
frenzifed wikJness, whife her f<k) qtiteily 
throbbing pttfee and b&rning hi^nds were 
^yftiptomsoif a raging fever. 

Be sumiBfoned the party to the <^Am« 
he4 with accents of terror. They were aH 

E2 



58 VOLTAIRIAKA. 

greatly shocked at the state in which thej 
found the- interesting and beautiful girk 
Sincerus, pale, and trembling, hung oyer 
her in silent anguish, watching in vain for 
those looks of sensibility so dear to his fond 
heart. 

A physician was sent for immediately : 
he prescribed a medicine which seemed to 
increase the disorder. Another was called 
in, whose prescriptions were calculated to 
counteract those of the first, but were 
equally unsuccessful. The physicians were 
blamed. Alas ! they had not skill to expel 
the corroding anguish which preyed upon 
her mind : that alone occasioned her dis* 
order, that alone increased its violence, 
whicli in two days menaced her life. 

The good old Gordon, who was not 
among the number of rigid philosophers 
that pride themselves in their insensibility, 
grieved for the suffering Eloisa as an affect- 
ionate father will grieve over his dying 
child The Abb6 de St. Yves was almost as 
distracted as his sister, at beholding her in 
such imminent danger. The prior and 
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Mademoiselle Kerkabon relieved their af- 
flicted hearts by tears : but it is not in the 
power of language to express the agonizing 
sensations of poor Sincerus, as with tearless 
eyes be watched every turn of her dis- 
order. 

His aunt, almost lifeless, supported the dy- 
ing fair one^s head upon her trembling arm ; 
the prior and the abb6 were both kneeling 
at the foot of the bed, devoutly occnpied in 
mental prayers. The senses of Eloisa seem- 
ed now to be lost in a gloomy stupor. Sin- 
cerus grasped her hand : he bathed it with 
his tears, which now eased, in some de- 
gree, his tortured heart, softened by the 
awful calm. 

Between the sighs which seemed to rend 
his bosom he called her by these tender 
epithets : 

" Oh, my adored Eloisa ! life of my life ! 
my dearer self ! dear guardian angel of thy 
poor l^incerus, speak ! Oh, speak ! give me 
some hope that thou wilt live, and be my 
wife !" 

A deep sigh heaved her bosom. She 
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gazed upon him with inexpressible tendef^ 
nessy then suddenly uttered a most alarming 
scream of agony ; and after a deatb-'like 
pause she said faintly^ 

** Ah, my Sincerus ! I can never be thy 
"Wife ! That name so dear, that wished-for 
felicity, cannot bless thy Eioisa ! O, thou 
treasure of my heart! my first and only 
love ! a demon has torn me from thee,, and 
rendered me urtworthy of my Sincerus! 
Yet, O let me alone be the sacrifice ! Do 
thou live, and be happy !'* 

While the afflicted party were reflecting 
on her mysterious expressions she acquired 
almost a supernatural courage, and in 
broken sentences related her wretched, hu- 
miliating story ; while her affectionate au- 
ditors execrated the treacherous St. Pou»- 
ange, who they were certain had mingled, 
some intoxicating spirit or drug with the 
wine she had drank. Sincerus said, with 
energy, 

** Thou art guiltless, my Eioisa ! Thy 
pure heart is devoted to virtue and to me I 
Live, my adored Eioisa ! Dear victim to 



mis^'i\} 



VaLTAIRIANA. 5$ 

my liberty and honour, live to bless me 
with thy pure and virtuous love !'* 

These tender expressions from the lips of 
her beloved seemed to recal Eloisa from the 
gates of death. She was still thought 
worthy of his love ! He did not regard her 
with horror ! She might yet be happy ! 
She wished to live, and endeavoured to 
compose herself, at the request of her ten- 
der lover, from whose hand she gratefully 
received a composing medicine. How flat- 
tering was this tranquillity ! 



XVI. A COURIER FROM VERSAILLES. 

While every heart was anxious for the 
life of Eloisa de St. Yves, a courier arrived 
from the court with a letter for the prior ci 
Our Lady of the Mountain fi*om the reve^ 
rend Brother Yadbled, a man .of vast con- 
sequence in the state at that period, as be 
was authorised by Father de la Chaise to in-^ 
struct archbishops, give audiences, promise 
benefices, and occasionally to issue kttres de 
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cachet; yet the pious brother still conde- 
scended to officiate as valet-de-chambre to 
the holy father Jesuit, who wishing to make 
friends, had commissioned him to write to 
the prior^ which he did as follows : 



** Reverend Prior^ 

** His Reverence Father de la 
Chaise has authorised me to inform you that 
your nephew, Sincerus Hercules de Ker- 
kabon w^ imprisoned by mistake, which 
has sincjjHgen cleared up, and the services 
he has done the state made known ; there- 
fore the holy father hopes you will think no 
more of a slight disgrace, occasioned by er- 
rors which will unavoidably happen, but 
come to-morrow, with your nephew, to be 
honourably presented, and bring with you 
the good priest Gordon. Ask for me, and 
I will introduce you to his Reverence and 
to M. de Louvois, whom I am sure will fa- 
vour you with a conference in his ante- 
chamber. 
" Your nephew's victory over the Eng- 
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lish has been made known to the king, and 
doubtless his majesty, as he passes along the 
gallery, will vouchsafe to honour the young 
hero with a gracious nod ; and it will no 
doubt be very flattering, both to you and 
Captain de Kerkabon, to hear that the la- 
dies of the court are prepared to favour 
him. Some will address him politely in the 
public walks or at the theatres ; others will 
send for him to attend their toilets; in 
short, he will be the reigning favourite at 
Versailles, and the topic of conversi^ion at 
the royal petit soupers. ^^ ^^^ w^-i^- 

** I am, reverend prior, your affectionate 
brother, the Jes uit 

" Vadbled." 



Sincerus suppressed his rage until his 
uncle had finished the letter, and then turn- 
ing to Gordon, asked him what he thought 
of such an epistle. He replied, 

** I think they treat us like monkies : they 
punish us first, and then want to make us 
dance for their amusement.'^ 
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The Huron resuming his original impetu* 
osity, tore the letter^ threw the pieces at the 
courier, and said, 

" There is my answer !" 

The prior thought this violent conduct 
of his nephew would bring anathemas and 
lettres de cachet upon them all. He foU 
lowed the courier, apologi:sed for the cap- 
tain's behaviour, and wrote a very grateful 
answer to Brother Vadbled. 



XVII. THE LAST LOOK. 

Eloisa grew more and more languid — ^she 
was sensible of her approaching death. 
The loss of her honour alone could recon- 
cile to the loss of her life, in the full bloom 
of youth, and to the parting with- Sincerus, 
of whose love she now thought herself un^- 
worthy. An awful serenity composed her 
beautiful features, yet the tears of pity for 
her despairing friends fell upon their hands 
as she pressed them to her lips. 

When she looked at her beloved Since-- 



ms^ and beheld bis agony — ^whenshe heard 
his tender expressions and bis fervent 
prayers for her life, she wished to live, but 
felt it could not be ! Fixing her eyes on her 
distressed lover^ she said, in faltering ac- 
cents, 

** Oh ! my beloved Sincerus ! death tears^ 
me from thee, but I leave thee not in cap« 
tivity 1 That thought consoles me. I am. 
blessed with thy love, and shall die in 
peace. Oh ! Sincerus ! — ^farewell !"— 

Poor Sincerus ! He had heard her lasf 
word ! he had seen her last look I He- 
gazed— he listened still Eloisa was dead t 

He perceived it, and fell senseless by her 
side. 

Gordon alone possessed sufficient pre<» 
sence of mind to remove every weapon of 
destruction out of the way, while his be- 
loved pupil continued in a state of insensi^ 
bility. He knew his disposition, and dread- 
ed the fatal effects of his grief. He had 
also the precaution to summon assitance,, 
and remove him from the dismal chamber- 
while he was incapable of resisting. 
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The prior and the abbot, with streaming 
eyes and trembling lips, were praying de- 
voutly for the soul of the departed, while 
the truly afflicted Mademoiselle Kerkabon 
kneeled by them, with her head reclined 
upon the bed of death, and sobbing as if 
Jier heart would break. ' 
. When Sincerus recovered, no tears fell 
from his eyes, no sigh escaped his lips. He 
arose calmly, and went to the place where 
he kept his sword and double-barrelled fa- 
see, which had been restored to him. He 
found them not ; and guessing why they 
had been removed, said to Gordon, 

" Who upon earth has the right to pre- 
vent me from terminating a miserable exist- 
ence?" 

" Every one who wishes thee to meet thy 
angelic Eloisa in a blissful eternity. Tear 
not thyself for eoer from her I Live for 
eternal happiness and Eloisa !" 

These few words had more effect than the 
longest sermon which he could have preach- 
ed against suicide. Sincerus sat down qui« 
etly : grief chilled bis heart, and bis whole 



VOLT AIRI ANA. 61 

fratne shivered : he uttered no lamentations, 
the anguish he felt was unutterable. 



XVIII. REMORSE. 

The cold remains of the beautiful sa- 
crifice of unbridled passion lay in the hall^ 
ready for interment. At the head of the 
bier stood an urn of consecrated water, with 
which two priests, who stood on either 
side, .praying for the departed, frequently 
sprinkled the pallid corse, at the feet of 
which stood the venerable Gordon. 

The whirl of a coach and six driving up 
to the door disturbed the silence of this aw« 
fal scene, and Madame Facile entered the 
ball of mourning with the elegant St. Pou* 
ange ! 

His love for Eloisa had taken such pos- 
session of his heart, that he came resolved 
to offer her his hand as an atonement for his 
crime, and to purchase the consent of her 
relatives by honours and pensions. He 
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Started at seeing the bier, and was passing 
to the stairs with that disgust a man of plea* 
sure always feels at the sight of death, when 
his hasty steps were arrested by a scream of 
horror from Madame Facile, who ex- 
*c]aimed, 

" O, my God ! Eloisade St. Ytcs !" 
St. Pooange^ trembling, appvoached the 
bier. Surprise, disappointment, sorrow, 
and remorse seized at once upon his soul 
Gordon knew St, Pouange, and wipinpg bis 
fearful eyes, related the sufferings and dearth 
of Elorsa with aU the paithetic energy which 
aiFection, «cnse, utui truth could iusf^re, 
and then in the same impressive manner re- 
presented the despair of Sincerus. 

St. Poioan^e listened to* Gordoit's roekn« 
xiholy narrsrtinw: with his eyes fixed on tb* 
pale victisL at bis gtik. His heart was not 
hardened by age, nor quite corrupted hf 
tkevioesio^ youth. Wktbout reflexion he 
had plunged irMo the fasbiof^dble torrent of 
pleasure, and oii^eTwheliiied the virtues of 
hk' sout. iri %h'» awfftl panose he bad time 
tpireflGCt ;. httrlie^aiiie ae^fttaimted with lam» 
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self, Heslied tears of remorse: he repent- 
ed sincerely ; and wishing to make repara- 
tion, by all that was now in his power, for 
hi» crimes, he sak) to Gordon, 

** Venerable father, I must see the ex- 
traordinary young man whom I hare ren- 
dered miserable : he affects me more than 
this innocent victim, for he exist* tokment 
her death. I will perish by bis hand, or 
share his sorrow ?** 

Gordon entreated him not to present 
himself before Captain de Kerltabon, who 
they were obliged to keep without arms lest 
he should attempt bis own life. St. Pon- 
ange, however, had gained the door of the 
chamber: he beheld Sincerus extended 
upon a couch, apparently lifeless, sur- 
rounded by his friends, who were endeav- 
ouring to restore life to the noble, manly, 
form which he had blighted in the prime of 
youth. It was too much : he retired preci- 
pitately, gave a look at the bier, on which 
his victim was extended, which expressed 
the anguish of his heart, and returned to 
his house in the most gloomy despair. 
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He confided the story to M. de Louv 
who visited Sincerus, and called him : 
action. Time and the business of the i 
softened the poignancy of his grief, 
never forgot Eloisa. To talk of her ( 
don, who resided with him, seemed t< 
bis grreatest consolation. 

The prior and the abbot were presei 
with good livings ; nor was the venen 
Gordon forgotten in the distribution of ec 
siastical preferments. Sincerus devote< 
his life to military exercises, and has fa 
renowned as a philosopher in peace, anc 
an intrepid conqueror in war. 



End of the Huron. 
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MEMNON; 

OR, 

HUMAN WISDOM. 



XIX. EXCELLENT RESOLUTIONS, 

Memnon one day conceived the insensate 
idea of becoming perfectly wise, a madness 
which most men are infected with at one 
time or other. He said to himself, 

" To become very wise, and of course 
very happy, to control the passions is all 
which is necessary, and that may be easily 
done. To begin with love — ^When I see a 
beautiful woman, I wiU reflect thus: how 
soon those cheeks will lose their bloom, and 
that fair skin grow sallow and wrinkled ! 
Thoiie love-beaming eyes will lose their 
iustre; that elegant form bend tottering over 
a amtch ; and those dark, glossy ringlets, 
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'whitened by the frost of age, fall from the 
declining head. By this means the most 
perfect beauty, smiling in youthful charms, 
will not have power to captivate me, as I 
shall already behold her in all the deformity 
of old age. 

" In the second place, I will never be 
guilty of intemperance. The luxurious 
board, delicious wines, and convivial guests 
shall be no temptations for me, because I 
will reflect on the consequences that attend 
excess : an aching head, disordered sto- 
mach, the loss of time, health, and reason. 
I will only supply the wants of nature ; I 
shall then enjoy perfect health, my mind 
will be serene, and my ideas brilliant. It 
requires no effort to avoid excess. 

" And in regard to fortune, my wishes 
are moderate. What money I possess is 
well secured with the receiver-general of 
the finances in Nineveh. I have sufficient 
to render me independent, and that is the 
greatest blessing in life. I shall never be 
under the <;ruel necessity of attending le- 
vees. I shall envy no man, nor shall I be 



▼OLTAIRIANA. 61 

envied. I have friends, and I will preserve 
them, by not giving them cause to dispute 
with me. If I am never out of humour with 
them, they will certainly behave well lo 
me. There is no difficulty in observing all 
this« 



XX. BEAUTY IN DISTRESS. 

After Memnon had arranged his plans of 
wisdom in his chamber, he went to the 
window, and beheld two women walking 
beneath the shade of the plane-trees facing 
his house. One was old, and appeared 
tranquil ; the other was young, handsome^ 
and seemed greatly agitated. She sighed^ 
she wept, and her distress rendered her still 
more interestingly beautiful. 

The philosopher was affected, not with 
the beauty of the lady, (he had armed him- 
self against that weakness^) but he felt for 
her distress. He went immediately to the 
fair Nincvite, and addressed her politely, 
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hoping to console her with the words of 
wisdom. 

The lovely young creature in the most 
artless and interesting manner recounted the 
injuries she had sustained from a wicked 
uncle (who never existed) , who had defraud- 
ed her of a fortune (she never inherited), 
and now threatened to treat her with a seve- 
rity which she dreaded. She then added, 

** You appear, Sir, to be a gentleman of 
great Avisdom ; will you condescend to as- 
sist me with your advice ? I will explain 
myself more fully if it is convenient for you 
to accompany me home. It will no doubt 
be in your power to extricate me from my 
present embarrassment/' 

Memnon thought it would be cruel to 
hesitate : it was an act of humanity to give 
all the consolation' and assistance in his 
power to a young creature in distress. He 
followed her with alacrity. The afflicted 
beauty Zed him into a perfumed apartment, 
and politely made him sit with her upon a 
large sofa after the eastern fashion. 

Siie began her pathetic tale with modest 
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blushes, downcast and tearful eyes, and a 
manner so impressive, that every word pe- 
netrated the heart of the wise philosopher. 
Lost in the contemplation of her charms, he 
soothed the young beauty, and totally for- 
got by the magical influence of fancy to 
transform her into an old fright, and wisely 
escape the artful snares of love. 

Sorrow softened her heart, compassion 
his ; sbe leaned her languid head upon bis 
sympathising bosom ; he kissed the tears 
from her cheeks. She was no longer sady 
nor Memnon wise. When a fierce figure, 
armed from head to foot, entered the room, 
threatening to kill them both: she screamed, 
'* Ah, my uncle !" and flew from his rage, 
which all fell upon Memnon, who, being un- 
armed, was obliged to purchase his life with 
what money and valuables he had about him, 
and went from the perfumed apartment re- 
joiced that he had made so good a bargain. 
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XXI. CONVIVIALITY. 

Memnon had no sooner escaped the dag- 
ger, and arrived safe at his own house, than 
he felt himself overwhelmed with shame and 
despair. In this state he received an in- 
vitation to dine with a party of his most in- 
timate friends. He said, 

" If I stay here alone, my mind will be 
continually harassed by my disagreeable 
adventure, I shall have no appetite, and 
fret myself ill. I had much better go and 
enjoy a comfortable repast with my social 
friends; their chearful conversation will dis-^ 
sipate my thoughts from my foolish affair in 
the morning." 

He joined his friends, who observing that 
his spirits were depressed, made him drink 
M'ine to banisli melancholy. Wine, taken 
in moderation, enlivens the soul and 
strengthens the body, thought Memnon the 
wise, and soon became intoxicated. After 
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dinner, play was proposed. What can be 
a more agreeable relaxation than a pleasant 
game of chance with a friend ? Memnon 
played. 

In a short time he lost all the money with 
which he had replenished his purse. He 
continued y and owed his good friend four 
times as much on bis word of honour. A 
warm dispute at length arose concerning the 
game ; they were all inflamed with wine. 
An intimate friend threw a dice-box at 
Memnon, which struck against his eye, and 
it was darkened for ever. Deprived of his 
money, his senses, and of one eye, the 
convivial friends carried home the wise 
Memnon. 



XXII. BANKRUPTCY. 

In the morning, when Memnon had re« 
covered from the fumes of the wine, he 
gent his valet to the receiver-general of the 
Bnances for money to discharge his debt of 
honour. The servant returned witli the 
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fetal news that the receiver-general had 
juBt been declared a fraudulent bankrupt^ 
which reduced a hundred femiHes to ex* 
treme poverty. 

MenKion, almost distracted, resolved to 
petition his majesty. He drew up his me- 
morialy put a bandage over his eye, and 
set out for the court to solicit justice of 
the king against the bankrupt. 



XXin. THE WISE MEMNON AT COURT. 

Memnon found many ladies in the saloon 
who gracefully managed their hoops of an 
immense circumference. One, with whom 
he was slightly acquainted, gave an oblique 
glance, and exclaimed, *^ Ah! what a one- 
eyed fright !" Another more intimate ac- 
quaintance said, ^' Good day. Monsieur 
Menmon ! I am glad to see you at court ; 
but it is. a pity you came with a bandage 
over your eye." A gay and beautiful mar- 
chioness said, " Ah ! my dear Memnon, 
how are you ? Heavens I what have you 
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(lone to your eye?" then sailed away, fol- 
lowed by a train of beaux, without waiting 
for an answer. 

Memnon concealed himself in a comer of 
the saloon, and waited for the appearance 
of his majesty unnoticed by the gay crowd* 
At length the king arrived* Memnon pro- 
strated himself at the feet of Majesty^ 
and humbly presented his petition. The 
august sovereign received it graciously, and 
gave it immediately to one of his retinue, 
whom he desired to remind him of it. The 
nobleman just glanced his eye over it, and 
then with a sardonic smile and haughty 
manner he said apart to Memnou, 

** Monsieur with the one eye,, you have 
done wisely for yourself in addressing the 
king rather than me ; and still more wisely,, 
in presuming to demand justice against aa 
honest bankrupt whom I honour with my 
protection to oblige my lovely mistress, as 
he is nephew to her chamber-maid ; there- 
fore think no more of this affair, my good 
friend, if you wish to preserve the only eye 
that you possess." 
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XXiV. INDIGENCE, SCORN, AfiD ILLNESS* 

Petrified with astonishment at such treat- 
ment, despairing, and wounded to the heart, 
Memnon left the palace, and on his way 
home reflected on the excellent resolutions 
he had formed the day before — to defy the 
power of women ; to guard against intem- 
perance and quarrels ; preserve his inde- 
pendence, and not solicit favours at court : 
yet in so short a time after, he had suffered 
himself to be duped by a woman, and rob- 
bed, been intoxicated, lost deeply at play, 
had his eye knocked out in a quarrel, was 
reduced to poverty, and had solicited a fa- 
vour at court, where he had received no- 
thing but contempt. 

When he arrived at his house, he was re- 
pulsed at the door by the officers of justice, 
who had seized upon all his property for the 
benefit of his creditors. Driven from his 
home, he sank, overpowered with grief, at 
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the foot of a plane-tree, and soon beheld the 
distressed beauty walking very lovingly 
with her pretended uncle. She looked 
scornfully at him, then laughing heartily, 
derided his queer appearance with only one 
eye, while poor Memnon was too faint and 
weak to reproach her for such unfeeling 
behaviour. Night came on, and the house* 
less Memnon crept to a barn belonging to 
his own dvi'elling, and lay down upon 
straw, where he felt every symptom of a 
raging fever. His uneasy slumbers were 
disturbed by strange visions. The follow- 
ing was so remarkable, that it made a last- 
ing impression on his mind> 



XXV. THE GENIE ALL-WINGS. 

A spirit of celestial radiance hovered near 
him, which seemed composed solely of six 
resplendent wings, without a head or any 
part of the human frame. Memnon said, 

** Beautiful • wings ! why do you hover 
over the unhappy Memnon ?" 
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** I am thy good genie.** 

** Oh, thou kind geiiie All-wings, restore 
my eye, my health, my fortune, and my 
wisdom !'* 

He then related in what manner be had 
been deprived of those blessings, and in 
bow short a time* •. The genie replied, 

** We have IM^ HBch misfortunes in the 
world I inhabit.** 

•' Ah ! what excellent world is that ?'* 

** Thou mayest distinguish it from hence: 
it is a little star near Sirius, five hundred 
millions of leagues from the sun.*' 

** O, the happy world ! Have you.no jilts 
to deceive unhappy men, no intimate friends 
to win their money and put out their eyes, 
no bankrupts to embezzle their fortune, and 
no courtiers to deride their misery and re- 
fuse them justice?" 

"No ; the inhabitants of our star are ex- 
empt from all which thou hast mentioned. 
We cannot be deceived by women, because 
there are not such beings among us ; intem- 
perance can never injure spirits, who exist 
without food ; and not being formed like 
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mortals, but composed of luminous wings^ 
we have no eyes to be put out ; and bank- 
rupts can never embezzle our fortunes, be- 
cause we have no use for gold or silver. 
As to derision and injustice, we know not 
what they are, for harmony and equality 
reign among the happy beings in our little 
star." . t 

^^ But tell me, gracious spirit, how you 
can pass your time without regular meals, 
and the enlivening conversation of wo- 
men ?" 

** We have sufficient employment in 
watching over other worlds which are con- 
fided to our care. I am come now to con- 
sole thee." 

" Ah ! why did you not come yesterday, 
to prevent me from committing so many 
follies ?" 

** I was with thy elder brother Assan, who 
is more deserving of pity than thou art. 
His gracious majesty of India, at whose 
court thy brother has the honour of resid- 
ing, was offended with him for some trifling 
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indiscretion, and condemned him to lose 
both his eyes, to be fettered hands and feet, 
and confined in a dungeon." 

'^ Poor Assan ! Is it possible that a good 
genie should be appointed to watch over 
our family, and yet suffer one brother to 
tose his right eye,* and lie sick and indigent 
upon straw, and -another to lose both his 
eyes, and languish, fettered, in a dun-^ 
geon !" 

** Repine not ; thy fate will soon be 
changed, and thou mayest be happy, al- 
though the sight of thy right eye can never 
be restored, provided thou wilt not aspire 
to perfect wisdom." 

** Alas ! and it is impossible for mortals to 
arrive at that blessing?*' 

** As impossible as it is for them to arrive 
at the perfections of a Deity, or at celestial 
happiness in a state of mortality. Even we 
cannot attain those blessings, for we are far 
from the world of perfection, which is situ- 
ated above a hundred thousand millions of 
inferior worlds, which decrease in wisdom 
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and happiness in a regular gradation, until 
the inhabitants of the last are scarcely a de- 
gree above fools and madmen." 

"Ah! good spirit! I am much afraid 
that this terraqueous globe is that inferior 
one which you have just mentioned." 

** Not quite the inferior one, but not far 
removed from it. They all keep their sta- 



tions." 



** Then surely the philosophers and poets 
must be in an error, when they say that 
* whatever is is right? Are they not mis- 
taken ?" 

" No, for the decrees of the universal 
Ruler are all perfect." 

" O, I shall never think so till I recover 
the sight of my right eye!" said the ago- 
nized Memnon, starting from his bed of 
straw, an4 looking in vain for the good ge« 
nW All-wings, whose luminous form had fled 
with his transient slumber.- 

Thus concludes Memnon; or, Humaa 
Wisdom. 
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JEANNOT AKD COLLIN ; 



SIMPLE STORY. 



' XXyi, THE YOUNG SCHOOLFELLOWS, 

Jeannot, the son of a reputable dealer in 
mules, and Collin , who owed bis existence 
to a substantial farmer, who^ after culti- 
vating bis land with the assistance of four 
mules, and paying taxes and duties at the 
rate of one sol per pound, did not reckoa 
himself very rich at tlic year's end, were 
both sent to school in their native town of 
Isoire in Auvergne, famous for its college 
i^nd its cauldrons. 

The youths were extremely handsome, 
and had a sincere friendship for each other. 
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They were continually occupied in those 
eciprocal kindnesses of boyish intimacies 
i^hich, when arrived to manhood, are re- 
ollected with pleasure and affection, if, 
ven after a long absence, they b^||^n to 
leet in the world. 

The young friends had nearly completed 
tieir studies when a tailor arrived at the 
chool with an elegant and well-fancied suit 
^r Jeannot, and a letter addressed to him, 
lOt in his usual rustic style, but for * Mon- 
ieur de la Jeannotiere.* "* 

CoHin admired tlie fine clothes without 
beKng a spatk olfeienvy ; but Jeannot as- 
Dmed an air of Viperiority and reserve, 
vhich rendered the honest and affectionate 
Collin rather uneasy. Jeannot neglected 
lis studies, contemplated his fine person in 
he glass, and despised all hiid school- 
allows. 

In a short time a smart valet-de-chambre 
mved post from Paris with a letter ad- 
Iressed to the young Marquis de la Jean- 
lotiere, which contained an order from his 
Either to set out immediately with the scr- 

VOL. III. G 
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vant| to meet him at the capital. When 
the carriage was ready, the youthful mar- 
quis gave his hand to Collin, assuming all 
the self-consequence of a patron, and drove 
off, pronely exulting in his newly-acquired 
state and title ; while poor Collin felt his 
own insignificancy, and wept for the friend 
from whom, until now, he had never been 
separated. He wrote a letter of the kindest 
congratulations on the good fortune of his 
beloved friend, but the young marquis did 
not condescend to answer it; and Collin, 
whose heart was replete with tenderness, 
was so greatly afHicted aftthe unkindness of 
his old companion, that il occasioned him a 
fit of illness. 



XXVII. RICHES SOON ACQUIRED. 

It must cause some wonder that honest 
Farmer Jeannot should acquire a fortune 
and a title in so short a time. He had been 
for some years engaged in a law-suit, which 
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In the end rained him, and obliged both 
himself and his wife to go to Paris on biisi- 
*ness concerning their suit. The farmer 
had the good luck to be very handsome, and 
so had his wife, which recommended thera 
to an army ^contractor and his wife. Tlicy 
became mutually attached to each other, a 
^partnership succeeded between the hus- 
•'bands, the war increased their business, and 
of conrsetheir/or/«we rapidly. 

When your bark sails smoothly with tlie 
-wind and tide down the stream of Fortune, 
success is certain ; riclies accumulate; envy 
and poverty, amazed at yomr prosperity. 
Tent their malice in libels wliicli vou never 
Tcad. This happens to all who grow sud- 
denly very opulent ; and it happened to the 
Tich Marquis de la Jeannotiere, who, how- 
ever, expended a large portion of his newly- 
acquired wealth in the purchase of his mar- 
quisate, hoping that the ruined Farmer 
Jeannot would be totally forgotten in the 
noble marquis ; and as his son was a very 
handsome youth, he sent for him to figure 

<5 2 
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in fashionable life, in which he hoped soon 
to see him extremely admired. 



XXVm. FASHIONABLE TUITION. 

The Marquis and Marchioness de la Jean- 
notiere immediately engaged an abb6 of 
courtly manners, and of the younger branch 
of a noble family, as tutor to their son. 
The tutor could instruct his pupil in the 
most fashionable phrases and pronuncia- 
tion, in gallantry, and all the favourite 
games played in the politest circles : his ta- 
lents for tuition extended no farther. 

The marquis wished his son to learn 
Latin, the marchioness was against it ; and 
they agreed to advise on the subject with an 
author who had established rather a brilliant 
reputation by some entertaining works. 
They sent him an invitation for dinner. 

When the servants had withdrawn, the 
marquis said. 
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^' Sir, as you are conversant with the 
court, are a great author, and understand 

Latin ^'* 

^' Indeed, marquis, I do not understand 
Latin, and think my wit the brighter, and 
my own language the purer, for not incum- 
bring my brains with the dead languages ; 
and I can give the ladies as a proof that I 
think justlj^j for is it not certain that their 
conversation is more fluent and agreeable, 
their wit more brilliant, and their letters 
far more entertaining than the men's ? and 
assure yourself that they owe their superi- 
ority over us in these points merely to their 
not studying Greek and Latin.'* 

" Well, then, I was right," exclaimed 
the marchioness with exultation. ^^ I wish 
my son to be a wit, and to render himself 
successful and agreeable in the great world, 
and you hear that horrid Latin would ruin 
him. I wonder how you could think of it, 
my dear marquis! Do lawyers plead in 
Latin ? Are our plays and operas acted in 
Latin ? or pray do men make love in odious 
Latin?'* 

g3 



•* Well, wdl, n^ love, you nevcrargae 
in vain : be shall not mis-spencT his time 
with the old dead Romans, Cicero, Horace, 
Virgil, and Ovid, he shall read only the 
fashionable living authors of his native land. 
Yet, as it is necessary for him to learn — 
something, suppose he studies geogra— 
phy ?'^ 

** O, noble marquis ! what can a young-^ 
man of quality have to do with geography ? — 
Will not his postillions know die road fi*om— 
Paris to Versailles, and to every oth^r fa- — 
shionable retreat, widiout my noble pupil— 
having the least trouble ?" 

** That is very true. Monsieur TAbb^. 
Then you shall teach my son astronomy ; I 
have heard people say it is a verj'' sublime 
study." 

*' Bless me, my dear h who regulates- 
their actions by the stars in these days ?" 

"Orwhj','* said the abb^, " should the 
marquis puzzle his head to calculate an; 
eclipse,, when he can find it ready calculated 
in the almanack, %vbere he will also find the 
moveable feasts, the changes of the moon,^ 
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and the ^es of all the prihcesses in Eu« 
rope ?" 

** What, then, is my son to learn ?'* 

" To be agreeable," replied the author. 
** He must learn the art of pleasing, which 
he will soon acquire in the company of the 
amiable marchioness." 

" My dear Sir," said the lady, with A 
smile of thanks, " you have such a complete 
knowledge of the world, that I am sure my 
son will be greatly indebted to you for the 
emlil^tKshments of his education. But do you 
not think he should be a little acquainted 
with history ?" 

** Upon my honour, marchioness, all his- 
tory beyond that of the day is neither use- 
ful nor entertaining. Ancient history, as 
one of our wits observes, is conjposed only 
of strange fables invented by men | and as 
to the modern, it is a confused chaos, where 
nothing of consequence to the marquis is 
to be found. Are Charlemagne, the twelve 
peers of France, whom he instituted, or his 
stammering successor, ever made topics of 
conversation at court ?" 

g4 
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** Never, never !" exclaimed the tutor j 
^' nor is it just to bury the genius of a 
young nobleman beneath a heap of abstruse 
sciences ; nor should be be perplexed by 
learning difficult arts, which a rich man of 
quality should only patronize j and evince 
his knowledge and iine taste by liberally 
encouraging the most celebrated artists and 
professors." 

The conversation was carried much far- 
ther by the author and the abb6, and the 
marchioness, whose beauty had introduced 
her into the higher circles, at last settled 
the point, that as the young marquis could 
not shine at court without the graces, he 
should immediately learn to dance. 



XXIX. A POET OF QUALITY* 

Nature had given the young marquis an 
agreeable voice for singing, which h/s rank 
in lite gave him an opportunity of display- 
ing to the greatest advantage. This talent, 
ikdded to a handsome face, fine person, and 
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tlie graces, rendered him an amazing fa- 
vourite with the ladies, and inspired his 
J:fearents with the brightest hopes. 

The ambitious youth was not contented 
'^'rith being only a singer of enchanting 
k^allads, he aspired to be the writer of them, 
^nd began by selecting words, rhymes, and 
i^deas from some of the most admired com- 
^positions in that line : but when he had se- 
lected his materials^ unfortunately he knew 
mot how to arrange them into metre. He 
tried them various ways, but regularity and 
harmony were always wanting. The good 
abb6, his tutor, extricated him from this 
great difficulty, by recommending a poet, 
who readily agreed to correct all the songs 
which the marquis chose to select at the 
unoderate stipend of twenty louis d'ors per 
song, short or long, one with another ; and 
the young Marquis de la Jeannotiere be- 
came as famous in the annals of literature as 
most of the fashionable poets of the day* 



4 
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XXX. NUPTIAL PREPARATIONS. 

The marchioness, proud of being th 
mother of a celebrated wit, had for som 
time given splendid petit soupers to all th 
Avits in Paris. Surrounded by grandeur^^ 
pleasure, and flatterers, the iatoxicatecL 
young man talked at random with les bels- 
fSpritSy and made love to les belles dames. 

The marquis, seeing him shine as an ora^ 
tor, wished he had at least learned law 
Latifiy that he might have purchased a lu- 
crative place for him at tlie bar. The mar- 
chioness was ambitious to see her son rank 
highly in the army, and resolved to pro- 
cure a commission for him. As to the 
youth himself, he thought that a person of 
his age, rank, and fortune bad time for no 
other occupation but gallantry. 

The magnificent style in which the mar- 
quis lived made his chateau a favourite re- 
sort for all who passed their time in fashion- 
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aMe dissipation ; and when the son beheld 
such an example of profusion in his parents, 
it was no wonder that he foDowcd it. Among 
the hidies whom he admired was a young 
widow of very high rank. She was ex- 
tremely beautiful; but her fortune being- 
very moderate, she wished to increase it by 
a marriage with the handsome heir of the 
lich Marquis de la Jcannotiere. 

It required but little art in a beautiful 
woman to captivate the young man, whict 
the widow ^oon did by flattering him ; and 
by insinuations of her prudence, and the 
immense fortune which she had to manage,, 
added to the powerful assistance of an el- 
derly lady, engaged bis parents to propose 
the match in a very short time, for they" 
were eager to gain such an advantageous^ 
alliance for their son. 

Nothing was talked of but the splendid 
wedding. The yomig marquis adored his- 
intended bride, who returned his passion; 
with equal ar^lour; They were congratu- 
lated by the friends of both families on the 
meat prospect of their mutual felicity. 
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The lawyers were engaged to draw up tbe 
marriage articles^ the wedding clothes were 
making, and all tbe Parisian poets were 
composing epithalamiums for the happy fes* 
tivaL 



XXXI. A SUDDEN CRASH. 

The happy lover was enjoying the so- 
ciety of the charmmg woman whom he 
hoped in a few days to call his own, and 
they were planning many schemes for their 
future, happiness, when they were most 
alarmingly interrupted by the abrupt en- 
trance of a principal domestic belonging to 
the marquis, who in great terror ex- 
claimed, 

** I have brought sad news, sad news, 
indeed, my poor young marquis ! The of- 
ficers of justice are tearing away all the 
fine furniture ! They say the creditors 
have put an execution into our superb cha- 
teau ! Oh^ I must run back to see if I can 



VOLTAIRIANA. 93 

secure my wages, but I thought it best to 
inform you and her ladyship of the dreadful 
misfortune." 

The astonished pair stood gazing at each 
other with looks of horror. The young 
man could neither interrupt the servant, 
nor detain him to hear more. When he 
recovered his speech, he said, 

" What can he mean ? My father's castle 
stripped ! and by creditors ! Impossible ! 
it cannot be !'* 

•** I hope it cannot; but at any rate it is 
your duty to go home and enquire into this 
mysterious affair. If it should be through 
any mistake, you may punish the villains. 
Go and learn the particulars." 

When he arrived at the despoiled castle, 
he was informed, by a stranger, that the 
servants were all run away in different dir 
rections, carrying with them any valuables 
they could lay hands on in the confusion, to 
indemnify them for their lost wages. 

*^ Where are my parents ?" 

*' The marquis is in prison*^ 
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^' 111 prison ! Ob, heaven ! and my dear 
another ?" 

** The marchioness is somewhere about 
the castle, I believe.^* 

The afflicted son ran from room to room : 
at length he found her deploring her altered 
situation with sighs and tears. She sat 
alone in her dressing-room, despoiled of all 
its elegance, withoiTt assistance, witliout 
comfort, Mounded to the heart by the 
poignant remembrance of her dissipirted 
fortune, her faded beauty, her errors, and 
her extravagance. Her son wept with her, 
4ind sincei'ely sympathised in her distress. 
After some time be started up, and said, 

*^ My dear mother, why should we give 
way thus to despair f Am I not tenderly 
jbeloved by one who is rich and generous ? 
She will be an affectionate daughter to you, 
-and sooth youi* affliction; she will fetch 
you herself from this desolated place. I 
will fly to her, teli her your distress, and 
engage for her kindness*" 
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XXXII. CONTEMPT. 

Pleasing himself with the idea of a fond 
reception, the young marquis flew to his 
intended bride, whom he found very tran- 
quilly seated by an elegant young officer. 
Addressing her impoverished lover with cold 
indifference, she said, 

** O ! is it you, M. de la Jeannotiere ? I 
am surprised to see you here now ! For 
shame ! How can you forsake your poor 
unfortunate mother in her distress ? I am 
sure I pity her ; and if she will take the 
place of my chambermaid, %vhich is va- 
ciant, tell her she shall have the preference ; 
for really, poor woman, I wish her to be 
comfortable, and not pining in prison with. 
faer husband, unhappy creature !" 

** And as for you, young man, if you 
will enlist as a private in my regiment, you 
may depend on good treatment and en- 
couragement when you have learned your 
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exercise, and can make good use of your 
musket." 

How could the indignant youth resent 
these insults, when one was uttered by a 
lady, and the other by a prince of the blood 
royal i He quitted the room in silent 
s€orn« 



XXXIII. THE PRIESTS, 

The half-distracted marquis went to com- 
municate his distress to his tutor, who ad- 
vised him to enter a convent, take orders, 
and then i become a governor to a young 
nobleman as he had been. The youth re- 
plied, 

" Alas I you have ruined me by keeping 
me in ' ignorance ! What can / teach 
Monsieur UAbb6 ?^' 

** Why to be sure you are younger than I 
was, and not so well acquainted with the 
beau monde. But do not condemn me ; 
remember that I educated you to be a mar- 
quis, and not to^rani your daily bread," 
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^ Write romances, marquis,** said a wit 
rbo happened to be present. ^^ You have 
lained some celebrity as a poet ; and I as- 
are you to turn author is an admirable re« 
Durce for a young man in Paris.'* 

He left his calm advisers, to reflect on his 
lisfortune, and went to a Theatin who 
ras his mother's confessor, and in such 
iigh reputation, that he directed the con- 
ciences of none but ladies of the first qua- 
tty • The pious father, before he could say 
>enedicit6 ! to the poor young man, ex- 
latmed, in great surprise, 

** Holy saints preserve me ! Why mar- 
uis ! have you been walking through the 
lud? What has happened to your car^ 
iage ? How does the good marchioness, 
our noble mother ?^' 

The unfortunate youth with sobs and tears 
elated the distresses of his parents, while 
be pious idolizer of the great and affluent 
ear4 him with impatient and chilling in^ 
ifference. At length rising from his easy 
hair, he asked , 

vou iiu M 
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^^ Has the marchioness no resource 
separate fortune ? " 

" None, none ! a]I is lost !'* 

" Well, young man, riches too 
corrupt the heart. Heaven, in its bo 
has reduced yourself and parents to 
gary, and it becomes you to bear it 
patience and humility. May you j 
happier in the world to come !** 

** But, holy father, advise me ; tc 
how I may procure some comfort fc 
poor motl*er in this world." 

*^ My son, farewell ! a lady of the 
is waiting for me." 

XXXIV. TRUE FRIENDSHIP. 

After running from friend to friem 
bad shared their magnificence, and 
fessed the sincerest regard, the poor 
quis, shocked at the cold, not to sa^ 
temptuous looks and behaviour whic 
met with in the circle of fashion, 
scarcely support his agitated frame. 

As he was walking along a road 



TOXTXntlANA. 199 

Paris, in the deepest despair, not knowing 
whither to direct his weary steps for advice 
or assistance, his eyes were insensibly fixed 
on an oId>fasbioned chaise^ followed by four 
ws^goiis heavily laden. In the chaise was 
seated a young and rustic pair, whose chear* 
fill faces were adorned with the bloom of 
health and the smiles of content. As their 
carriage did not whirl by with the velocity 
of a courtier's chariot on its way. to Ver- 
sailles, the rustics had time to observe the 
trembling «teps, dishevelled hair, and de- 
spairing look of the marquis ; and the young 
man exclaimed, 

*' Good heaven ! how like Jeannot !'* 
The marquis started at his name, and 
looked earnestly at the rustic, who leaped 
oitt of the chaise, and embraced him ten- 
derly, shedding tears of joy, and exclaim- 

tng, 
^* It is Jeannot ! it is my dear 

friend !" 

" Collin f" isaid the marquis, the blush of 
thame glowing on his pallid face. 

^* Yes, it is thy faithful Collin ! Forgive 

h2 
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me ! thou art a great man, and I ought not 
to have been so familiar :. yet although thou 
dost despise mCj I can never cease to love 
thee, my dear school-fellow.'' 

Jeannot, more and more confounded at his 
kindness, returned his embrace most aifect- 
ionately, and with faltering voice and tear- 
ful eyes revealed the unhappy situation of 
his parents and himself. His honest rustic 
friend said, not ^^ithout some sympathetic 
tears, 

^' Dear Jeannot, come with us to the inn 
where we shall put up ; it is not far off: 
we will walk together. This is my wife ; 
embrace my kind Suzette: sh^ has often 
pitied me for the loss of my friend, and I 
am sure will rejoice now I have found 
him." 

The wife of Collin was not tall, and fa- 
ther embonpoint. Her brown complexion 
was animated by a good colour, fine teeth, 
and large dark eyes, which truly expressed 
that love and felicity dwelt in her heart. 
She chose to walk with her Collin and bi« 
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Irieiid, and the heavy waggons moved slow- 
ly after them. The marquis asked, 

^^ Does all this baggage belong to thee, 
Collin ?" 

*^ To Suzette and L I am established ia 
an extensive manufactory for tin and copper 
vessels of all sorts, and Suzette^s father is a 
merchant who deals very largely in those 
goods. The eontents of the four waggons 
are for his warehouses, and we came up 
with them ourselves to pay our duty to 
him. 

** We carry on an immense trade ; heaven 
blesses our industry : we are ha^y oui- 
selv^es, and will render our friend Jeannot 
happy. Thou shalt change the splendour 
. of high life for a rustic 4)abitation and a 
sincere friend. Return with me to Issoire ; 
drop the title of Marquis ; I will teach you 
the easiest part of my business, and take 
yoti into partnership. O then, Jeannot, we 
will live as merrily, in the remote spot 
where we were born, as we did when 
school-boys !" 

Joy and grief, tenderness, shame^ 

h3 
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nmrious contending emotions agitated t£e 
bosom of Jeannot, He reflected on the be- 
liaviour of those fashionable friends^ for 
whom, in his gcandeur, he had neglected 
Collin,, the sincere and affectionate com- 
panion of his childhood :. whatalessonhe had 
received ! He had learned more truly how 
to appreciate the world ^ since his misfor- 
tunes,, than in his whole life previous to 
them. The fdlies and dissipations of the 
gay world, in which he had lived- so long, 
had not totally destroyed the innate virtues 
of his heart; they were only in a torpid 
«tate, and the animating warmth of true 
friendship roused them into action. He 
felt the most grateful sentiments for the 
kindness of Collin^ but objected to the leav-. 
ing hia parents in their distress. Collin ex- 
claimed, with energy, 

** Leave them \ by no means !. Take the 
chaise, and fetch your mother immediately 
to dine with us. She shall stay here, and 
we will do all we can to render her com- 
fortable ; and as to your father, I under* 
stand business^ and will celease him soon^ 
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by briDging his creditors to a compro- 



mise," 



Jeannot had the pleasure of seeing bis 
mother soothed into tranquillity by the at- 
tentive and affectionate Suzette, and his 
father liberated, in a few days, by the in- 
defatigable Collin, who also, upon their ar- 
rival at Issoire, established the parents of 
his friend in the very farm they formerly 
occupied. Jeannot observed that bis little 
playfellow, the sister of Collin was grown a 
lovely girl, and that her disposition was 
like her brother's. In her infancy he loved 
the pretty Zelia, and called her his little 
wife. She became so in reality. 

The marquis, the marchioness, and the 
young marquis their son, were titles which, 
like their pomp and riches, had passed away 
as a dream ; and Farmer Jeannot^ his wife, 
and his son were all perfectly convinced 
that true felicity is not the companion of 
State. 

The end of Jeannot and Collin» 
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THE PRINCESS OF BABYLON, 



SATYRICdL ROMANCE. 



XXXV. THE KING, THE PALACE, Al 

THE PRINCESS. 

BeluSy king of Babylon,, imagined him 
to be the greatest sovereign upon the ea: 
because his courtiers told him that he mi 
and the historiographers, confirmed their 
sertions and his vanity, by informing 
world that the city of Babylon had b 
built by his predecessors above thirty th 
sand years before his reign, and that he i 
greatly embellished that superbcity. 

His palace was situated a few parasai 
from the city : it m«ftsured three thouss 
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feet in width, and the turrets seemed 
to reach the sky ; the platform was sur- 
rounded by a colonnade of white marble, 
vhich supported colossean statues of all the 
lings and great men of the empire. On 
he platform yverc planted various fragrant 
:rees and flowering shrubs, forming em* 
90wered walks impervious to the sun. 

The Euphrates and the Tigris washed 
ibe enchanting hanks of an extensive gar* 
ien, and supplied it with a variety of beau- 
Ufiil canals, surprising fountains, and cas- 
cades. This garden was far superior to 
that of Semiramis, which was the wonder oi 
Asia, many ages after ; for the prodigies 
in her days, equalled not those of the an- 
cients, as the ;works of nature and art began 
to degenerate. 

But the Princess Formosanta, the only 
daughter of Belus, surpassed every thing 
most admirable in Babylon. She^was. soi 
exquisitely beautiful, that the sculptors and 
painters of succeeding time pour tray ed from 
hers their statues and pictures of the Pa- 
phian queen.. Yet, O how far did the ori- 
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giua] exceed the copies ! The king was 
prouder of bis daughter than be was of his 
dominions. She bad nearly numbered her 
eighteenth year, but no husband worthy of 
Formosanta could be found. 

The oracle bad declared that he alone, 
who bad strength to bend the bow of Nim- 
rod the mighty hunter, was destined for the 
daughter of Belus. This tremendous bow 
was seventeen Babylonian fe*** in length, 
and formed of ebony, harder than the iron 
of Mount Caucasus which is wrought in the 
forges of Derbent. No mortal since the 
death of Nimrod could bend his bow. 

It was also declared by the oracle that he 
who bent the famous bow would slay the 
most ferocious lion that ever had been en- 
countered in the Circus of Babylon ; that be 
would excel in magnificence, wisdom, and 
prudence, overcome all his rivals, and pos- 
sess the greatest rarity in the world. 
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XXXVI, THE ROYAL SUITORS. 

Three sovereigns demanded Formosanta 
in marriage : Pharaoh King of Egypt^ the 
King of India^ and the great Khan of the 
Scythians. Belus immediately Appointed 
Ae place where the tournament was to be 
lield,and the day,^ 

' In an extensive plain beyond his garde» 
the lists were marked out, and a superl> 
amphitheatre of marble was erected, large 
enough to contain five hundred thousand 
spectators. Opposite the center of this 
building was placed a throne for the King 
and Princess of Babylon, and several others, 
on either side, for the royal suitors and 
sovereigns who might wish to be present at 
the august ceremony. 

The first who arrived was the Egyptian 
monarch, mounted upon the bull Apis. 
He held in his hand the cithern of Isis. He 
was attended by two thousand priests^ 
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robed in white ; then followed magicians, 
eunuchs, and warriors, of each two thousand. 

After him appeared the king of India, in 
a magnificent car drawn by twelve ele- 
phants, and his train was superior in num- 
ber even to Pharaoh's, and far more spkn- 
did. 

Lastly came the Khan of the Scythians^ 
accompanied by a numerous band of chosen 
warriors, armed with bows and arrows. 
This sovereign was mounted upon a beauti- 
ful tiger which he had tamed» The noble 
beast equalled in height the finest Persia^ 
horse. The khan far exceeded his rivals in 
stature and graceful proportion :^is naked 
arms, nervous and white, seemed formed by 
nature to bend the bow of Nimrod. 

The monarchs prostrated themselves be- 
fore Belus arid Formosanta. The King of 
Egypt presented the princess with two fine 
crocodiles of the Nile, two sea-horses, two 
zebras, two Egyptian rats, two mummies, 
and with the books of the great Hermes, 
which he imagined were the most valuable 
rarities in the universe* 
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The sorvereign of India requested her 
acceptance of a hundred elephants, each 
•bearing a tower superbly gilt, and laid at 
her feet the Vedam, written by the hand of 
Xaca. 

The Khan of the Scythians, who was a 
stranger to writing and books, presented 
her with a hundred warlike horses, with 
housings of black fox-skins« 

The beautiful Formosanta received the 
gifts from her royal lovers with the blushing 
modesty so enchanting in her sex, and the 
graceful dignity suitable to her exalted 
rank. 



XXXVII. A NEW LOTER. 

The king of Babylon ordered that the 
three sovereigns might be conducted to the 
thrones prepared for them, and said, very 
•warmly, 

** I wish heaven had blessed me with 
three daughters, and then I could haye this 
day rendered six persons happy«^ 
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The kings were to cast lots who shonld 
try the bow of Nimrod first. Their names 
were inscribed, folded, and then shaken m 
a golden helmet. The first <;hance fell 
upon the King of Egypt, the second on the 
sovereign of India, and the Khan of Scy-^ 
thia, when he viewed the bow and his rivals, 
^complained not of being the last. 

When the spectators were seated, they 
were served with refreshments by twenty 
thousand pages in uniform, and by as many 
beautiful young girls, who could pass com- 
modiously between the seats. 

Just as every thing was prepared to de- 
%cide the fate of Formosanta, a stranger and 
his esquire, both mounted on unicorns, ap- 
peared at the barrien The esquire bore 
4ipon his hand a large bird of extraordinary 
Jbeauty. The guards were amazed that one 
Vfho looked like a divinity should come to 
the lists without the least state. 

The spectators all arose to gaze at the 
stranger ; the princess even lifted up her 
eyes, and blushed : the royal suitors turned 
pale ; they beheld majesty, grace, and 
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beauty; the face of an Adonis, and the 
form of Hercules. His hair was liirht, and 
fell in ringlets ; his finely-turned eye-brows 
and long lashes were many shades darker. 
Never had so beautiful a man been seen in 
Babylon. The ladies beheld him with ad- 
Jniration ; and many of the spectators, com • 
paring Formosanta with the stranger, ex- 
claimed, 

*^ We have never beheld any person in 
the world so handsome as the princess, ex- 
<5ept this elegant young man !" 

The astonished esquires asked him if he 
Were a king; he replied, 

** I have not that honour, but I am come 
from far, impelled by curiosity to know if 
any king is worthy the Princess of Baby- 
lon." 

He was admitted into the Circus; he sa-^ 
luted Belus and Formosanta with profound 
respect, then bowed gracrfully to the three 
kings and the spectators. He took his seat 
in the first row of the amphitheatre, the 
bird perched upon his shoulder. Hises* 
quire, who carried a little bag, placed him- 
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self by his side, and the two unicorns by 
down at their feet. 



XXXVIII. THE BOW OF NIMROD. 

A trumpet announced that the trial o^ 
skill was to commence. The bow of Nim- 
rod was taken from a golden case by the first 
master of the ceremonies, who, preceded 
by twenty trumpets, and followed by fifty 
pages, carried it to the King of Egypt. 
His majesty ordered his priests to bless the 
bow, while he supported it upon the bead 
of the bull Apis, and bad no doubt of gain* 
ing the victory. He came into the Circus, 
he strove to betid the bow, but made such 
ridiculous contortions in the attempt, that 
the spectators could not forbear laugh- 
ing. Even the princess smiled. His high 
almoner approached him, and said gravely, 

** Let me entreat your majesty to give up 
this attempt, the success of which, depend* 
ing solely upon nerves and muscles, ren- 
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fcrs it at best a trifling honour. Tou will 
conquer the lion^ for you possess the sabre 
of Osiris. You are wise, and have solved 
enigmas: the princess is to reward the 
^st : she is destined for the most virtu- 
oos : you have been educated by the priests 
of Egypt. Generosity will triumph. What 
can exceed your royal gift of zebras, sea* 
^Nyrses, mummies, fine crocodiles, and the 
^ndsomest rats in all Delta ? Then, for 
rarities, nothing in the universe is so rare 
^ the bull Apis, and the books of Hermes, 
^foone can possibly dispute the lovely For- 
nosanta with your majesty," 

** Thou art certainly right," said the 
Cing of Egjrpt, going back to his seat. 

The monarch of India tried his skill, until 
is hands were so terribly blistered that they 
rere sore for a fortnight. He consoled 
imself with the hope that the Scythian 
rould not be more successful* 

The Khan united strength with skill : he 
landled the bow with dexterity ; he bent it 
, little, but could not bring it near a curve. 
rhe spectators, prepossessed in his favour^ 

VOL.111. I 
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were disappointed at his ill success, and^ 
feared that their beautiful princess would 
never be married. The stranger leaped, 
into the area, and said, addressing the. 
Khan of Scythia, 

*^ Your majesty has no reason to be vexed 
with yourself for not being entirely success^ 
ful. It is only by one peculiar twist that 
these bows of ebony can be bent. They 
are made in my country ; and there is 
more merit in you, for giving it the slight- 
est elasticity, than in me if I were to give it 
the proper curve." 

The stranger fixed an arrow on the 
string, and bending with ease the bow of 
Nimrod, made it fly beyond the gate. In- 
numerable hands at once applauded the 
miracle; Babylon re-echoed with acclama- 
tions of joy. The three kings were con- 
founded ; all Babylon was amazed ; while 
he who caused the consternation was tran- 
quilly writing on his ivory tablet with a 
pencil of gold. He then presented the bow 
and the tablet to the princess with a grace 
which enchanted the beholders, and mo- 
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4esdy returned immediately to his esquire 
and the bird. 

Formosanta was agreeably surprised when 
sbe read upon the ivory tablet, written in 
good Chaldean, the following verses : 



Vuc de Nimrod est celui de la gaent ; 

L'arc de ramour est celui du bonheur ; 

Vous le portez. Par tous ce dieu vainqaeor, 
Sit devenu le maitre de la terre. 

TroSs rols puissants, trois rivaux aujonrdliais 
Osent pretendre a Fhonneur de vous plairei 
Je ne-sais pas qui votre coeur pr^f^re, 

Mais runivers sera jaloux de lui. 



• This Is of war the stubborn bow; 

Love gave to thee bh bow of bliss. 
That aU mankind his power might know. 

And not one golden arrow miss. 

Three rival monarchs here this day 
To win thee^ peerless maid, aspire; 

On him who bears thy beari away 
The world wiU gaze with jealous ire. 



• By M. J. Young. 
I 2 
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Formoaanta was pleased with the lines* 
Some old lords criticised them severely, and 
said, in their youug days a gallant knigbt 
would have compared the royal Belus to 
the sun, and the fair princess to the moon, 
but that this young stranger wanted imagi- 
nation, and the rules of true poetry. The 
ladies praised them highly. A lady of the 
bedchamber to the princess said to her, 

^^ Ah, madam, what fine talents will be 
lost ! What happiness will this poor young 
stranger acquire by his wit, and his amaz- 
ing skill in benduig the bow of Nimrod T' 

^* The happiness of being admired/' 

'* Ah ! then for one more sonnet he might 
be beloved !" replied the lady, with an arch 
smile. 



XXXIX. THE LION AND THE BIRD. 

The king of Babylon, after consulting with 
hrs wise mien , declared that although the three 
sovereigns bad been unsuccessful in the first 
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iria], his daughter should wed the king vfho 
Conquered the lion which should be brought 
immediately from his menagerie. The 
King of Egypt, whose education had ex- 
hausted all the wisdom of his country, 
thought it would be extremely ridiculous to 
expose his royal life to the ferocious jaws of 
a wild beast, merely on the hope of con- 
quering and being rewarded with the 
princess, whom he confessed to be a most 
valuable prize ; but if the lion was very 
ravenous, he might be devoured, and of 
course could not marry the princess of Ba- 
bylon. The King of India was of the same 
opinion ; and they concluded between them- 
selves that Belus contrived the plan to de- 
stroy, or at least to make a joke of them, 
and resolved to join arms and make war 
against him, as they had excellent subjects, 
who would be proud of the honour of dying 
in their service ; therefore they could de- 
throne the King of Babylon, and draw lots 
For the princess, without injuring a sacred 
bair of their majestic heads. This point 
s^idg settled, they each sent an express to 

13 
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their regents to raise three hundred thcw- 
sand troops, to punish Belus, and carry off 
Formosanta. 

When the lion was brought into the 
Circus, after the two kings declined the 
honour of fighting with the tremendous 
beast, the Khan drew his scymetar, and 
although he was not captivated by the 
charms of Formosanta, he obeyed the im.- 
pulse of glory which had led him to Baby- 
lon, and with a smile of surprise and con- 
tempt at his royal competitors descended into 
the area, slightly armed with a shell casque 
adorned with gold, and three horses* tails 
white as snow, to encounter one of the 
largest and fiercest lions ever fed upon the 
Antilibanian mountains, which was imme* 
diately let loose upon him. 

• The lion's enormous talons appeared ca- 
pable of tearing the three kings, all at 
once, to atoms, and his jaws to devour 
them. The attack was rapid and furious* 
The intrepid Scythian plunged his scymetar 
into the lion's mouth ; but striking against 
one of his immense teeth^ the blade was 
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shivered to pieces, and the monster more 
furiously darted on the unarmed king^ when 
the stranger, alarmed at the danger of so 
brave a man, darted Uke lightning to the 
spot, struck off the lion's head, and pre- 
served the Khan of the Scythians. He then 
presented him with a small box, and said, 

** This box contains the genuine dittany 
which grows in my country. If your ma* 
jesty will apply it to your wounds, they 
will heal instantaneously. Your combat 
was glorious: accident alone prevented 
your triumph over the lion ; your valour is 
equally great." 

The generous Scythian thanked his pre- 
server, and embraced him with gratitude, 
for jealousy found no place in his soid : he 
then retired to apply the dittany to his 
wounds. 

The stranger gave the lion's head to his 
esquire, who washed it at a fountain near 
the amphitheatre, and then drawing the 
monster's forty teeth, supplied the vacan- 
cies with diamonds of equal size. The 
stranger said to^his bird, 

I 4 
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^' My. beautiful bird, take this head, aoi 
lay it at the feet of Formosanta, Princess of 
Babylon, as a small token of my bo- 
mage.'' 

The stranger modestly .returned to hi» 
place, and the bird winged bis way to the 
princess, triumphantly bearing the tre- 
mendous head, which he reposed at her 
feet, bowing his neck, and crouching be- 
fore her to denote his respect. The bril- 
liants dazzled the eyes of the beholders t 
such gems were unknown even in the mag- 
nificent city of Babylon. Emeralds, to- 
pazes, saphires, and carbuncles were at 
that time regarded as the most precious or- 
naments, and Belus was struck with amaze- 
ment, as well as his whole court.. They 
knew not which to admire most, the dia* 
monds or the bird» 

He was the size of an eagle, his eyes soft 
and expressive, his beak of a fine rose<^ 
colour, like the beautiful mouth o( Formo- 
santa, the neck shone in more variegated 
and brighter colours than the bow of Iris^ 
the feet were purple^ the tail far exceeded 
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Ithatof the bird so favoured since bj JunOy 
and every feather, from the biggest to the 
least, was tipped with gold or silver, which 
at each movement of the bird emitted a 
splendid radiance* 

He perched on the ballustrade between 
the king and his daughter; she praised and 
earessed him r he returned her kisses with 
liis rosy beak, while his beautiful eyes ex« 
pressed affection and respects He took bis* 
coits and pistachoes from her with his pur« 
pie-silvered foot, and fed himself with ad« 
■urable grace. 

The king^ who had attentively examined 
the diamonds, supposed that evQn one of his 
l^vinces would scarcely repay such a va- 
luable gift. He, however, ordered that 
presents should be prepared for the stranger 
more magnificent than those he designed 
for the three sovereigns, and said tp the 
princess,. 

^^ This young man must certainly be spn 
lo the King of China, or to some monarch 
ia Europe or Africa. His dominions may 
be near the kingdom of £gypt : I will de* 
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jnand who be is, and what part of the worU 
he caUs his native land/* 



XL. THE DEPARTURE* 



Belus sent bis first equerry to the young 
stranger, to pay him the compliments I^ 
deserved, and to ask if he were the son of a 
king ; and why, being able to make such a 
valuable present, he came to the court of 
Babylon with only one attendant, carrying 
a little bag. 

Before the equerry had time to execute 
his commission, another person arrived| 
mounted upon a unicorn ; and going im« 
mediately to the stranger, said to him, 

" The venerable Omar, your beloved fa- 
ther, is near the termination of his days. I 
came on purpose to give you this informa* 
tion." 

The stranger arose, pressed his handy 
upon bis bosom, and lifting up his fineeyes^i 
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•rerflowing with tears, to heaven^ lie could 

onJy say, 

" Let us depart !" 

The equerry hastened then to report hit 
majesty's compliments to the bender of Nim- 
rod's bow, the conqueror of the lion, the 
giver of forty immense diamonds, and 
owner of the beautiful bird. He then asked 
the esquire over what kingdom the father of 
the young man reigned. The man replied 
concisely, 

^* His father is a shepherd, beloved af« 
fectionately on the plains where he re- 
sides.'' 

The afflicted stranger, already mounted 
on his unicorn, said to the equerry, 

^* Have the goodness, my lord, to teU 
the royal Belus, and the princess his daugh- 
ter, that I prostrate my heart at theiirfeet. 
Tell the lovely Formosanta that I conjure 
her to take peculiar care of my bird, which 
I leave with her, because it is peerless^ like 
hersel/.^^ 

He said no more, but darted swiftly away ^ 
followed by his two attendants, and was in« 
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Handy out of sight, Formosantai when ste 
beheld his departure, uttered an involuntary 
scream. The bird turned immediately to- 
«rard the amphitheatre, missed his master, 
and appeared greatly afflicted at his ab- 
•eUce ; and fixing his sorrowful eyes on the 
|Nrincess, gently nibbed his beak against het 
delicate hand, as if he were soliciting her 
love and protection. 

The equerry faithfully delivered the words 
of the stranger. Belus could not believe 
that such an extraordinary young man was 
the son of a shepherd : yet more and mcnre 
amazed,^and anxious to find out who be 
really was, he despatched messengers after 
him ; but they soon returned, and said, by 
all they could learn upon the road, that the 
unicorns on which the strangers were 
mounted went at the rate of a hundred 
leagues a day, therefore the fleetest courser 
could not overtake them* . 
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XLI. THE PRINCESS ALDEA* 

Nothing was spoken of, nothing w» 
thought of at court, but the handsomi^ 
stranger, bis diamonds, bis bird, his nni« 
corns, and the improbability of his being a 
shepherd^s son. f]ormosanta, wliile her 
ladies were wearying their brains with con-, 
jecture, caressed the;bird, and was ab« 
sorbed in a deep reverie. 

The Princess Aldea, first cousin to For* 
mosanta, who was as finely formed, and by 
many thought as beautiful as the king^s 
daughter, roused her from thisf rofound re« 
verie by saying, 

^^ Whe^er this demi-god be the son of a 
king or a ^tepherd I know not, but I am 
convinced that he has fulfilled the oracle in 
every point it required of the man destined 
to be your husband. He has bent the won* 
derful bow of Nimrod, slain the great lion^ 
c^yiliced his wit by writing very pretty el** 
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tempore renes for you^ proved the most 
nu^ificent liberality in his present of forty 
diamonds, he possesses the greatest rarity, 
I imagine, in this splendid bird ; and what 
can equal his filial virtue in leaving ^ou, 
with whom he might have staid, the very 
moment he was informed of his father's ill- 
ness ? In regard to the article of overcom- 
ing his rivals, which is the only thing want- 
ing, I think even the sacred oracle itself 
mast allow that he has done more nobly, in 
preserving the life of the ordy competitor jke 
had ; for as to the monarchs of Egypt and 
India, I believe you cannot doubt his power 
to conquer them.^* 

** What yon have said, my cousin, is cer- 
tainly very just ; but can you think that it is 
possible for this apparently amiable and all- 
accomplished man to be the son of an hum* 
ble shepherd ?** 

'' His gift of- the diamonds is the only 
thing which seems to render it impassible^ 
Formosanta, and leads me to iikiagine that 
either his esquire was ordered to make that 
«qply^ because the stranger chose to remain 
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Uiiknowiiy or that the man answered wit-> 
tily, alluding to kings having been fre« 
quently called shepherds, from their nu- 
merous charge. He came incognito, no 
doubt, that his personal merit should shine 
the brighter for not being surrounded by 
the pomp of majesty. But, my dear 
cousin, we must dress for the banquet ; you 
know my uncle expects us to preside ; there- 
fore cease caressing the charming bird, and 
summon your ladies, or we shall not be 
ready." 



XLII. THE ORACLE. 

After sending magnificent presents to the 
three kings, in return for those which they 
had given, Belus assembled his council, pre- 
vious to the banquet, in order to dispute con- 
cerning the marriage of the Princess For- 
mosanta ; and thus he addressed his wise 
statesmen : 

** I am advanced in years, and wish to 
behold the nuptiab of my daughter before 



I die, yet know not on whom to bestow tNT> 
He who alone seems to deserve her proves t9 
be nothing better than a siiepherd. Tbe 
Jungs of India and Egypt are cowards: tbe 
Khan of Scjthia is a brave man ; I like him 
extremely, but he has not pedVmned one 
thing which the oracle requires. I will once 
more consult the oracle, for a king should 
4Bot act without the orders of the inunprtal 
gods.*' 

His majesty then repaired to the temple, 
and supplicated the advice of the (Mracki 
which ansyjrered concisely thus : 

** Thy daughter cannot be married until 
«he has traversed the globe/' 

The astonished Belus returned to the 
council chamber ^nd made known this 
-strange decree. 

The ministers, who, had a profound ve- 
neration for oracles, declared, that as they 
were the foundation of religion ; its by them 
lungs reigned wisely over their people ; and 
as without the divine instruction of oracles 
^ere could be neither peace not goodness 
iipon earth, reason ought to be silent before 
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them: yet they agreed that the oracle 
was, excessively strange, to ^ order the 
J>eautiful Princess of Babylon to wander 
<>ver the world without any particular 
OK)ti?e or place of destination; an inde- 
feite proceeding for a young girl, even in 
common life, but absolutely improper for 
4e daughter of the first king in the uni- 
verse ; that such a step would undoubtedly 
spoil her marriage with any illustrious po- 
tentate, and promote it, perhaps in some 
tlisgraceful or clandestine manner, with a 
man far beneath her dignity. Thus the mi^ 
nisters evinced thew profound veneration for 
the oracle, by proving that its decree was 
against all the rules of propriety and good 
sense. 

Onadase, the youngest man among the 
ministers, said that the oracle must cer- 
tainly mean for the princess to go a pil- 
'grimage of devotion ; and being a very gal- 
lant and sensible person, he offered to be 
' her guide. The council unanimously agreed 
in his opinion, but every one claimed the 
Jionour to which he aspired. ' * 
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Hie king said that be wouUi faaTe th^ 
princesi go to the temple whose deity wa^ 
fiimoiis for promoting happj marriage^^ 
which stood about three hundred parasao^s 
distant, on the road to Arabia, and that 
tiie dean of die qouncil should Gonduct 
iKr. 



XLIII. A 1.0TAL BAKQUET. 

Between two delightful cascades, in the 
centre of the garden, an oval saloon was 
erected, three hundred feet in diameter; 
the asure ceiling was ornamented with the 
planets and all the constellations, in lumi- 
nous splendour, preserving not only their 
proper stations, but also, by imperceptible 
art, their regular movements as in the ce- 
lestial canopy. 

The saloon was illuminated, without nde 
and within, by a hundred thousand crystal 
lamp& Recesses were formed on either 
side, containing vessels of gold; wine oi 
every sort sparkling in crystal decanters, 
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^nd delicious fruit in golden dishes. A gal- 
lerywas also erected, which contained a 
fine band of musicians. 

The immense table was adorned along 
the middle with suspended wreaths and fes- 
toons of flowers, fruit, and foliage, formed 
in gems to imitate their natural colour. The 
ling of Babylon took his seat at the splen* 
did board, Formosanta hers, according to 
the arrangement of her father, between the 
Kings of Egypt and India : the amiable Al- 
dea was seated by the Khan of Scythia; 
and thirty princes, who were guests, had 
the most beautiful ladies of the court to sit 
by them. Formosanta requested permission 
of the king to place her bird upon the table 
by her: the indulgent father consented. 
He doated on his child ; and although he 
wished to see her married, he felt a pleasure 
in the idea of having her still with him. 

The princess observed a ragout near her, 
which her father was extremely fond of, and 
desired it might be carried to his majesty. 
The wonderful bird immediately took it up, 
and placed it carefully by the king, who 

k2 
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was istonisbed at the action, caressed the 
bird, and admired him greadj. In return^' 
ing to Formosanta, he wheeled round, dis— 
plajing his wings and tail in all their radiant 
beauty. The guests forgot to eat, the mu- 
sicians paused on their instruments, and a 
profound silence reigned in the saloon, 
which was succeeded by a confused murmur 
of admiration. 

The Princess of Babylon sat silently ca- 
ressing her bird, neglecting the luxuries of 
the table, and quite forgetting that there 
were such beings in the world as the sove- 
reigns of India and of Egypt ; and they, 
extremely piqued at her unpolite behaviour 
to them, thought of nothing but their three 
hundred thousand warriors and of venge- 
ance. The brave and haughty Scythian 
felt too much indifference for the king's 
daughter to resent her behaviour; all his 
attention was paid to the agreeable, and, as 
he thought, more beautiful Princess Aldea. 
The present state of Formosanta's mind gave 
her the appearance of one who considered 
her beauty sufficiently attractive, without 
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trouble of mental exertion. The khan, 
> would have preferred, at any time, 
nation and good nature to the most 
itiful piece of still life, who thought 
honoured mankind by appearing in pub- 
said, with great spirit, to the lirely 
fa, 

By heaven ! enchanting princess, your 
ms are far superior to your cousin's, 
yet you condescend to converse agree- 
with strangers ! Believe me, were you 
, I should prefer you to that beautiful 
maton the Princess of Babylon." 
I am flattered by your majesty's good 
ion ; but you quite mistake the charac* 
f my cousin Formosanta ; she is not, in 
ty, what she at present appears to 

heir conversation grew more and more 
cable ; the music gave them many op- 
unities of conversing confidentially ; 
by the time they arose from table they 
5 very partial to each other. After 
ler the company walked in the illumi- 

k3 
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sated garden. The Khan of S<r)rthia and^ 
the princess Aldea, like mosttoFers^ retired 
from the throng. Aldea, vrho was as sm- 
cere as she was spirited, said,. 

^^ I love my cousin Formosanta,. altJbough 
she is reckoned handsomer than I am, and 
is destined to be Queen of Babylon. I can« 
not repine if I pr^erve your lore,, for I pre- 
fer Scythia, with you, to the throne of Ba* 
hylon wUhoui yoxx. Yet if there be r^^in 
the world, the crown of Babylon is mine. 
I descend from the elder branch of Nimrod ;. 
Formosanta from the younger :. her grand- 
father dethroned miney and had him put to 
deaOi." 

** How slender were the ties of family at- 
tachment in the house of Babylon, at that 
period! What was the name of your 
grandfather ?'' 

^^ Aldea : I was called so after him. My 
poor father wai^ banished to the eixtremity 
of the empire. He was also named Aldea.. 
My mother forsook him not in his banish- 
ment. After hes death, Belus consented to^ 
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let me be brought op with the Princess For* 

mosanta, but is determined that I shall oev^ 

aiarry." 

^^ I will marry you, maintain your rights^ 
and avenge your parents' cause. To-moT'^ 
row I have promised to dine with Eelus : 
by break of day, on the next morning, will 
you be ready to accompany me to Scy» 
thia." 

** I will throw myself into your protection^ 
brave smd generous khan !" 

They plighted vows of love and fidelity to 
each other, and separated for the night. 



XLIV* A SURPRISE. 

Formosanta retired with hee bird, whea 
she arose from table, instead of walking in 
the garden ; she ordered that a small of ange 
tree, in a silver vase, should be placed 
under thecanopy, close to her bed, for her 
bird to roost on. 

She went to bed, and the curtains were 

k4 
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closed; but her heart was too mQch agi- 
tated, and her imagination occupied, to let 
her sleep. The captivating stranger was 
continually presented by fancy to her wake- 
ful eyes : again she saw him bend the bow 
of Nimrod, and shoot the feathered dart 
with strength and gracefulness, or in the 
generous act of slaying the tremendous lion; 
then with inexpressible elegance presenting 
her with the bow and the verses, which 
she repeated with energy ; again, too, she 
beheld him mount his unicorn, and, fleet as 
an arrow, vanish from her sight. This 
painful reflexion was accompanied with 
sighs, tears, and sorrowful exclamations; 
she uttered aloud : 

" Alas ! is he gone from me for ever? 
Will he not return once more ? Shall I be 
so happy as to see him again ?" 

" Yes, amiable princess, you will see my 
dear master again. He cannot be satisfied 
with seeing jfOM but once." 

" Gracious heaven ! Eternal powers ! 
My bird speaks ! he speaks the pure&t Ian- 
guage of Chaldea !*' 
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She looked up at him : he ivas perched 
on the top of the orange tree. She kneeled 
npon her bed, and extending her hand to- 
: ward him, said, 

I " Art thou a deity come down on earth 
L in this disguise ? Art thou the great Oro- 
f mazes, whose glory, hard to be concealed, 
irradiates this beautiful plumage? O, if 
thou art, restore the amiable stranger to 
! Formosanta !" 

I 

" I am only a bird ; but when I was cre- 
ated, all the inhabitants of the air, the 
ocean, and the earth possessed the gift of 
speech, and conversed familiarly with man- 
kind. I would not speak before your ladies 
Jest they should have taken me for a sor- 
cerer, nor will I discover my gift of speech 
to any one but yourself.'* 

The astonished Formosanta wanted to ask 
him a hundred questions at once. Her first 
inquiry was concerning his age. He re- 
plied , 

" I am twenty-seven thousand nine hun- 
dred years and six months old : I date my 
age from that revolution in heaven called 
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by your magi die precession of the equi-^^ 
Boxes, which is accomplished in about: 
twenty-eight thousand years. There are 
revolutions of much greater extent, and 
beings much <^er than I am. I was not 
mbofe five thousand years and six montte 
old when I learned the Chaldean language 
in my travels, and I have been partial to it 



ever since.*' 



** I recollect that many &Ues <^ our 
great Locman begin, ^ In the days when 
animals could speak ;' but why, my divine 
bird, have all the creatures ceased to con- 
verse with human beings ?'' 

'^ Because they grew barbarians^ and de« 
voured the innocent inhabitants of the 
water, the earth, and the air, and we no 
longer could converse with them as friends. 
The country in which the most perfect of 
men, whom you call the stranger, dwells, is 
the oTtfy one where the human species have 
continued to respect the animals, and to 
converse with them ; indeed it is the only 
q>otin the universe where men are just." 

« Where lies the happy country of the 
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all^rfect stranger i Tell me the name of 
fcs empire, for I can no more believe that 
k is a shepherd than I can that ycu are a 

^' His country lies on the eastern shore of 
tbe Ganges,, and is called that of the Gaiw 
f8rid». They are an invincible and a vir^ 
tdous people. The name of my dear master 
is Amazan ; he is not a king,, and thinkii 
iiimself happier in being a shepherd^ like 
ki& peaceful countrymen. Blit think not^ 
princess,, that they resemble the shepherds 
pf this country, who groan beneath the bur-^ 
tlien of poverty ^ who are compelled to pay^ 
extortioners half the miserable stipend 
wUeh they receive frotia their masters for 
lyatching day and night, with diligent care,, 
their fleecy charge, by nature warmly clad,, 
while they, poor human beings,, are shiver* 
ifig in tattered garments I The Gangari*^ 
dian shepherds are all affluent,, and masters, 
of the numerous flocks they feed : eternal 
verdure clothes their plains, and their pro« 
lific soil affords them every lu^ry which 
the ulicorrupt«d children o£ nature caln wisb 
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for or require. On that side the Ganges it 
IS regarded as a crime to murder any thing 
which Heaven has animated ^vith the breath 
of life. 

'* The Gangaridian sheep produce wool 
softer and more glossy than the finest silk, 
and it constitutes the chief traffic in ^ 
east. Those immense diamonds which 
Amazan presented to your Highness were 
the produce of a mine of his own. Uni- 
corns are constantly used by the Gangarids 
for riding, and are certainly the noblest, 
the fiercest, and yet the gentlest animals 
that grace the earth. Were they ambitious 
of conquests, the Gangarids could over- 
come a vast army with only a hundred men 
mounted on unicorns. About two centu- 
ries ago a king of India made war against 
that country, and advanced with ten thou- 
sand elephants and a million of warriors. 
The unicorns transfixed the elephants with 
their strait and pointed horns, and the Gan- 
garids, with their sabres, mowed down the 
Indian warf iors like crops of rice. 

^' The king was taken prisoner, with six 
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thoasand of his men. He was not wounded 
desperately, but his blood was inflamed by 
carniverous food and spirituous liquors, 
which disorder the brains of men, particu- 
larly of kings, whose rage seems to consist 
ill laying waste their neighbour's fertile 
plains, in shedding the blood of their 
fellow-creatures, and in fixing their un- 
steady, comfortless thrones upon hillocks of 
the slain. 

. '^ The Kinor of India was bathed in the 
salutary waters of the Ganges, and fol- 
lowed the regimen of the country, yet six 
months elapsed before his cure was com* 
pleted, and, by the consent of the physi- 
cians, the Gangarids could send the simple 
king and his impotent warriors back to their 
own country. This lesson has rendered the 
Indians wiser, and they now respect the 
Gangarids, as ignorant men, wiUing to be 
instructed, do the Chaldean philosophers, 
whom they cannot equal." 

*^ Pray, my dear bird, do the Gangarids 
profess any religion ?" 

*^ The purest. On the days of the full 
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moon the men meet in a large tem[^Ie of 
-cedar, and, that their thoughts should not 
grander, the women assemble in anothen 
The birds form a grateful congregation ia 
-an extensive foreirt ; and the quadrupeds, 
no less grateful, meet upon an immense 
plain. Every species return thanks to 
heaven for the blessings they enjoy. Such 
is the happy country of our beloved Ama- 
:zan ; and if you will trust yourself with me, 
amiable |)rincess, we will set out together, 
and pay him a visit." 

** Upon my word, this is a very prtidertt 
proposal of thine, my pretty bird !" said 
fthe princess, smiling, and wishing in her 
heart that she could take the journey, al- 
3though she was too bashful to own it. The 
l)]rd said, 

*^ After the happiness of loving and of 
being beloved by you and Amazan, the 
next is to be the means of rendering you 
both completely happy." 

Formosanta passed the night in talking of 
Amazan. She called him nothing but her 
idear shepherd ; and since that time shep- 
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herd and lover have been synonymous 
throughout every nation. She asked the 
bird if the shepherd was not in love with 
siome fair Gangaridian nymph ; and when he 
answered no, she was enraptured. She in- 
quired how the shepherd passed his time. 
The bird replied, 

** In performing good actions, culti- 
vating the arts, studying nature, and in 
every thing which can improve himself, or 
benefit mankind/' 

She questioned the bird, and he answer- 
'cd, until sleep closed their weary eyes : 
yet in pleasing dreams Formosanta beheld 
and conversed with Amazan. Her dreams, 
ahhough delightful, were incoherent, and 
to have interpreted them would have puz- 
:Bled the wisdom of all the Chddean philo« 
4iophers« 



r 
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XLV. A PILGRIMAGE PROPOSED, 

The Princess Formosanta did not awaken 
until the day was far advanced. The king 
entered her chamber before she was up. 
The bird received his majesty with every 
mark of respect ; he flew down to meet him, 
fluttered his wings, bent his neck with a 
polite bow, and then perched upon his 
orange-tree. 

The king sat down by his daughter. When 
he gave her his blessing, and a paternal 
kiss, his venerable beard, white a» the 
snow, and extremely long, swept over her 
bosom. Her pleasing dreams had given vi- 
vacity to her eyes, and a bloom to her 
cheeks, which made her appear more beau- 
tiful than ever. The king, after some ten- 
der inquiries concerning her health, said, 

** My beloved daughter, as neither of the 
sovereigns who offered themselves as can- 
didates for thy hand ful611ed, in any point, 
what the oracle demanded of him who is de- 
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fttined for thy husband^ and yet as it is ab-< 
solutely necessary, for the welfare of my 
kingdom, that thou shouldst marry, I have 
again consulted the oracle, for thou knowest 
that I regulate my conduct by its unerring 
advice ; and now, my Formosanta, themys^ 
terious voice decrees that thoumust travel." 

** Ah ! my royal father ! to the country 
of the Gangarids ?" 

** What country is that ? Who reigns 
over the Gangarids ? What knowest thou 
of it?" 

** Pardon me, my father! I had been 
dreaming of a happy country so called, 
where birds and all animals converse with 
mankind as they do in the fables of Loc-^ 
man; and being scarcely awake, I men- 
tioned it. But say, where am I to go ?" 

The king then told her the words of the 
oracle, and the pilgrimage which he in- 
tended she should make, and mentioned the 
personages whom he designed for her at- 
tendants on the journey ; and said that he 
should fix the time with his council. 

The Princess Formosanta had never been 

VOL, III. L 
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out of her father's dominions, and led rs 
an insipid life until the arrival of the j 
monarchsy the shepherd Amazan, anc 
conversable bird. The parade of pom] 
attended all her steps, and the forma 
quette of a court had ever seemed a c 
upon her pleasures ; therefore the thoi 
of going a pilgrimage was quite ne^ 
delightful. She said mentally, 

** Who knows but the Gangaridian o 
may order Amazan to meet me at that 
pie, sacred to happy marriages ? Oj 
should see my charming shepherd tl 
disguised as a pilgrim !" 

These were her reflexions while the 
"was caressing the bird. She then tha 
him for his affectionate attention to her 
piness, and said, 

• " I assure you, my beloved Sire, t 
will be very fervent in my devotions t< 
deity whose temple you choose I sh 



visit'* 



'fi-. 
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XLVI. EGYPTIAN VENGEANCE. 

The splendid dinner which Belus gave to 
the kings, princes, ministers, and principal 
magis, was very far from being a gay re- 
past : envy and ilUhumour seemed to gloom 
-every brow. Each person, apparently, was 
dissatisfied with his neighbour ; and even 
a profusion of wine did not compensate for 
the absence of the ladies. 

The princesses dined by themselves, and 
yvere not much better company. Formo- 
santa was thinking of Amazan and her pil- 
grimage, Aldea of the Khan of Scythia and 
her elopement. After dinner, the Princess 
of Babylon walked in the garden with her 
bird, who, to amuse her, flew from tree to 
tree, displaying his radiant plumage in the 
sun. 

The King of Egypt, who was rather 
ilushcd with the wine he had been drinking^ 

l2 
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ordered one of his pages to bring him a 
bow and arrow. He was such an unskilful 
archer, that he never hit the mark at which 
he aimed ; but the beautiful bird, who was 
flying about swiftly as the arrow, received it 
in his breast, and fell bleeding into the arms 
of Formosanta ! The vengeful king retired 
laughing like an unfeeling ideot. 

Poor Formosanta made the gardens re- 
sound with her shrieks ; she beat her breast 
and tore her hair. At length, softening 
into tears, she kissed her dying bird, who 
whispered, 

"Burn me; then fail not to carry my 
ashes to the east of Eden, and expose them 
to the sun on a pile of cloves and cinna- 



mon." 



The beautiful bird expired ! The prin- 
cess fainted. She recovered only to feel her 
loss, and grieved incessantly for the bird of 
Amazan. Her father sympathised in her 
affliction, and execrated the wanton cruelty 
of the King of Egypt. He imagined this 
accident portended some dire misfortune, 
and went immediately to the temple to con* 
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suit the oracle. When he asked what the 
death of the beautiful bird foretold in re- 
gard to the fate of his daughter > the oracle 
answered, 

** A variety of events : death and life, 
infidelity and constancy, loss and gain, ca- 
lamities and good fortune." 

Although neither the King of Babylon 
nor his wise ministers could comprehend 
this mysterious reply, yet the devout Belus 
felt satisfied in having performed his duty. 



XLVII. RETALIATION. 

While the king was consulting the oracle, 
Formosanta was performing the obsequies 
of her peerless bird, according to his last 
request. She made a funeral pile of the 
orange tree on whicli he used to perch, and 
burnt him, enveloped in the incombustible 
flax. Weeping, she placed his ashes in a 
golden urn, ornamented with rubies, and all 
the diamonds taken from the lion's jaw», 

l3 
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The manner in which the princess IiaJ 
been deprived of the bird which Amazau 
had so particularly recommended to her 
care, rendered her desperate and revenge- 
ful. When fulfilling the melancholy duty 
of burning the beloved bird, she wished 
that the King of Egypt was consuming in 
his place, and, rather violently, resolved ta 
have thp zebras, sea-horses, crocodiles, and 
the rats put to death, and the mummies 
thrown into the Euphrates. Had the bull 
Apis been in her power, he would also have 
been sacrificed to the manes of her bird. 

The king of Egypt, enraged more than 
ever at this affront, quitted Babylon imme- 
diately, in order to forward his hostile 
troops. The King of India followed the 
example of his ally. The Khan of Scythia 
departed irt the night with the Princess Al- 
dea, resolved to lead forth his brave Scy- 
thians in the defence of her right to the 
throne of Babylon. 

Formosanta, by her father*s orders, set 
out at three in the morning with her little 
caravan, on her pilgrimage, determined ta 
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go to Arabia to execute the last request of 
her bird, and flattering herself that tlie just 
gods would restore to her the amiable 
Amazan, without whom life would be in- 
supportable. 

When the King of Babylon awakened he 
was surprised to find his palace deserted. 
Not only his daughter, but all his guests 
were gone- He said, 

** Alas I when great festivals are over, 
when the bustle of company and the noise of 
mirth subside, what a vacuum there seems to 
be in the soul l"^ 

This was a calm reflexion : but when he 
was informed that the Princess Aldea had 
been carried ofl^ in the night by the Khan 
of Scy thia, his raq^e was terrible. He or- 
dered all his ministers to be called up, and 
a council to be convened. In the mean 
time he hastened to the temple to consult 
the divine oracle,, of whom he inquired 
whether the Princess had been carried off 
by force, or with her own consent. The 
oracle replied, 

" Of her OW& free will : for when tbos& 

l4 
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who have the care of young women resoht 
not to choose husbands for them^ they as- 
sume the right of choosing for themselves.^* 
Belus was not very well pleased with this 
answer, although it has since been cele- 
brated throughout the universe. He imme- 
diately informed his council , and it was 
agreed to send four thousand warriors 
agaiiist the Khan of Scythia. Thus was the 
torch of war kindled at an amicable and joy- 
ous festival. 



XLVIII. THE RENCOUNTER. 

The monarch of India, in hopes of meet- 
ing his troops, took the spacious road 
which led directly from Babylon to Cache- 
mir. The Khan of Scythia flew with his 
lovely Aldea along a fine road which would 
talfce them to Mount Immaus. The King 
of Egypt went westward, by the banks of 
the Mediterranean sea. 

The Princess of Babylon took the delight- 
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fill road to Bassora, whioh was shaded by 
lofty palm-trees, bearing refreshing fruit* 
The temple to which she travelled was situ- 
ated in the city of Bassora, from whence 
she proposed embarking for Arabia Felix, in 
obedience to the request of her deceased 
bird. 

She had not been long arrived at a large 
inn, where her harbingers had made prepa- 
rations for her to sleep, when the King of 
Egypt, having been informed of her route 
by his emissaries, altered his course, and, 
attended by a numerous guard, arrived 
there also. After placing centinels around 
the house, he sought for the princess, en- 
tered her apartment abruptly, and said, 

" Now I have found you, haughty prin- 
cess, I shall make you. a little more sociable 
than you were in your father's palace. I 
have you completely in my power, and love 
to exert it in punishing scornful capricious 
women. This night. Princess of Babylon, 
you share my supper and you share my 
bed." 

Formosanta knew that it was not possible 
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for herself and litde party to contend witb 
the Eg3rptian Xing and his numerous guard, 
therefore she resolved to exert her wit, and 
endeavour to escape by stratagem. During 
his visit at the Babylonian court she bad 
discovered three things in this king, whom 
she abhorred, which now she hoped would 
facilitate her scheme: he was vain, silly, 
and loved wine, therefore by dissimulation 
he might be flattered, imposed on, and in- 
toxicated. 

Formosanta began by apologizing for her 
behaviour, which she assured him was only 
to disguise her partiality for him from her 
father, who was entirely ruled by the ora- 
cle in his choice of a husband for her ; and 
that she had undertaken the pilgrimage in 
hopes of meeting with him ; or if not, to 
find an opportunity of escaping to Egypt. 

The princess accompanied her words with 
such an air of sinceritj-^ engaging looks, 
and modest confusion, that she might have 
deceived the most penetrating nnan, and 
made a fool of the wisest^ The Kiuor of 

o 

Egypt, who thought it much more natural 
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Aat she should love than hg>te him, impli- 
citly believed every word she uttered, and 
was quite enraptured. 

She then told him that when he came m 
she was just going to change her apparel, 
and refresh herself after her hot and dusty 
journey ; therefore begged he would retire^ 
and order some of the people to send her 
lady in waiting, and also her apothecary, 
who was to prepare some drops to chear her 
spirits after the fatigue she had undergone 
that day. 

The king promised to do all that she re- 
quired, but entreated that, as a token of 
her love, she would give him her hand to 
tiss, and swear by the bull Apis to sup with 
bim. She arose from her seat, and giving 
him her hand, said, 

" I swear by the bull Apis, whom I adore 
next to your majesty, that I will sup with 
you ^ and as I think your high almoner is a. 
sensible man, and excellent company,, you. 
will oblige me if you will let him be of our 
party. I have some excellent wine of Chi- 
ras^ designed by my father as a present ta 
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the high priest at the temple, which, as you 
terminate my pilgrimage, shall be drank ia 
honour of our meeting." 

The king was enchanted, and agreeing to 
every thing, went immediately to send her 
attendants, and to impart his happiness to 
the high almoner. 

When the lady, who was named Irla, and 
the apothecary, came in, Formosanta, who 
knew that she could rely on their fidelity, 
informed them of the king's behaviour, of 
her dissimulation, and of her design, which 
was to have a strong soporific mixed with 
the Chiras wine, which would cause those 
who drank much to sleep for twenty-four 
hours. She desired that six bottles might be 
mixed for the supper, and that the centi- 
nels might have sufficient to put them to 
sleep. 

This being settled, the princess made a 
slight alteration in her dress, and in a short 
time was summoned to the supper. The 
Egyptian monarch was loving, the almoner 
gay ; they enjoyed the wine, and declared 
that there was none equal to it in Egypt. 
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Pormosanta drank but two glasses, and those 
diluted. The king and the priest drank: 
plentifully, and were soon in a profound: 
sleep. 

Irla and the apothecary were not idle : 
they had put the centinels to sleep also. 
Then the princess, with the assistance of 
the apothecary, disguised herself in the al- 
moner's robes, clipped off his very long 
beard, which she sewed upon a ribbon, and 
tied oh her own pretty chin; then throwing 
bis mantle over her, appeared a complete 
priest of Isis. Irla took the same liberty 
with the sacristan of that goddess, and sup-' 
plied herself with his urn and his jewels. 

The princess was obliged to Ica^rc all her 
male attendants at the inn, as it was im« 
possible to hazard more than Irla and 
herself to pass the outer guards in disguise. 
They luckily passed the ranks as safely as 
they had the sleeping centinels, for the de- 
ceived soldier bowed as to the priests, and 
asked their blessings. Before it was quite 
day they threw off their disguises, pur- 
chased horses, as pilgrims, at the first ino. 
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and arrived at Bassora, where they eiA- 
barked before tbe King of Egypt coald have 
awakened. 



XUX. ARABIA FELIX. 

They passed the straits of Ormos oi> their 
way to the beautiful banks of Eden, in Ara- 
bia Felix. Formosanta made it her first 
care, on her arrival, to perform her duty to 
the bird o£ Amazan. She raised a pile of 
cloves and cinnamon, according to his dy- 
ing request, in the bright beams of the sun, 
and placed his valued ashes on the fragrant 
pile. 

She presently beheld the pile kindle of 
itself! It blazed, the ashes were con- 
sumed, and in their place lay a large egg ! 
Formosanta was amazed : but how did her 
amazement increase when she saw the egg 
burst, and her beautiful bird spring from it 
more brilliant than he was before ? No- 
thing except the unexpected sight of Ama-* 



VOLTAIRIANA. 159 

izsLXt himself could have given her greater 
surprise and pleasure. She exclaimed, 

" O my beloved bird, I feel ready to ex* 
pire with amazement and joy ! You live 
again, my beautiful bird, to converse with 
me, and to be the dear companion of my 
journey ! By your astonishing resurrection 
I am convinced that you are the Phoenix, of 
whom I have often heard, but never did I 
expect to witness its wonderful resur- 
rection !" 

** There is nothing wonderful, fair prin- 
cess, in my regeneration, except that the 
great Oromazes permits me to re- assume 
my original form. Caterpillars revive in 
the beautiful form of butterflies; a kernel, 
sown in the earth, springs up into a majes- 
tic tree; everything regenerates of the ani- 
mal and vegetative kind." 

" I know that such things are, and they 
have frequently inspired me with wonder 
and admiration ; but that you should spring 
out of the ashes, which I had seen in the 
urn so long inanimate, precisely the same 
bird that you were before the King of Egypt 
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killed you, appears to me still more incom- 
prehensible. What became of your soul 
while your ashes lay in the urn ?'* 

" Dear princess, can you tell me where 
yours was before you existed ? A phoenix 
is not wiser than a human being. All that 
is incomprehensible to mortality is possible 
to the divine Oromazes. He has restored 
to me sensation, thought, and memory, to 
render me serviceable to you, and I am 
gpratef ul for the blessing. O that I may pass 
my life with you and Amazan !'* 

" Do you remember, dear phoenix, what 
you said to me in my chamber at Babylon ? 
/ can never forget it, because it flattered 
me with the hope of seeing my beloved 
shepherd. Shall we now visit the Ganga- 
rids, my bird?" 

" Certainly : there is no time to be lost; 
we must seek Amazan by the speediest and 
safest way, through the air." 

" Through the azr, my phoenix * ?'* 



• The princess would not have been surprised at a 
voyage through the air, had balloons been invented in 
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** Yes, my princess, I will send a pigeon 
to fetch two griflSns, who are my particular 
friends. Although they are many leagues 
from hence, they will be here before night. 
In the meantime you must purchase at a 
warehouse, which I will show you, a light 
carriage, with a canopy, just large enough 
to hold your highness and the lady Ida. It 
must be such as is carried by poles upon 
mens** shoulders." 

In less than four hours Formosanta beheld 
her carriage ready. The canopy and cur- 
tains were of jjreen silk : it contained 
pockets, which they stored with fruit, nuts, 
bread, and Eden wine, which is as superior 
to the Chiras as that is to the wine of Suri- 
nam. They had the vehicle brought to a 
fine plain, where the phoenix had appointed 
the griffins to meet them. 

The griffins arrived at Arabia Felix at the 
time they were expected, and when the 
princess and Irla were seated in the carriage 

those days. Many things cease to be voonders as men im- 
provp in the arts and in learning.— Trtf«//a*or. 
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tbey took it up in their claws, and flew off 
with it toward die Ganges with the velocitjr 
of an arrow. The phoenix sometimes fleir 
by the side, and sometimes perched on the 
top of the carriage. The griflins descended 
but once for the ladies to take refreshment, 
and to drink some wator themselves. They 
then renewed their flight to the Ganges. 



L. THE OANGARIDS. 

Formosanta was greatly agitated as they 
drew near the country of her Amasan : her 
heart palpitated with hope and love. They 
arrived at the Gangaridian plains! The 
phoenix stopped the carriage before Ama- 
zan*^ house. He requested to speak with 
Amazan, and was informed that he had been 
gone out for above three hours, and no one 
knew whither. Formosanta was disappoint- 
ed« The phoenix said to her, 

** Alas! princess, I dreaded this ! Your 
meeting the King of Egypt at the inn wiU 
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j^^Hia^ dfelstrby the happiness of yoiit life, 
for I fea^ we hare lost Amazan fof ever." 

Words ^attnot i^xptess the grief and de- 
^piah* of Fonndsartta at these w(5rds. The 
l)ird thi^h aski^d to sfet^ the mother of Ama- 
zan, but he wa^ inforixied that her husband 
bad beett dead brtly three days, atid she 
<lid ftdt see any one. The phoenix, how- 
ever, was sufficierttly acquainted with the 
house to perform thie duties of hospitality. 
He conducted the princess and Irla to a sa- 
loon in the garden, and ordered a repast, 
which was presently served in porcelain by 
young shepherds and shepherdesses, who 
•were all dressed ift white, with gold-co- 
lotired trimmings. The repast consisted of 
rice, Bagb, vermicelli, macaroni, omelets, 
pastry, eggs in the shell, cheese, butter, 
Tfegfetables, and fruit of every kind, supe- 
rior to the produce of any other country. 
The bevierage was milk and refreshing 11- 
quorsj mbre grateful to the taste than the 
finest wines. 

The walls of the saloon were covered with 
a wainscot of ordnge-tree wood, inlaid with 
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ivory ; the seats were sofas of verdant moss, 
covered with fresh rose leaves. The prin- 
cess seemed to sit upon a bed of roses. 
While she and Irla were regaling them- 
selves, four peacocks fanned them with 
their variegated wings, and luckily the 
Gangaridian peacocks were too sensible to 
scream. The shepherds, shepherdesses, 
and birds formed a delightful concert : the 
sheplierds sung bass and tenor, the shep- 
herdesses and the birds sung the higher 
notes. 

Formosanta declared that simple nature, 
among the Gangarids, was far more charm- 
ing than art and magnificence at Babylon. 
The sweet strains, although they soothed 
her heart, drew tears from her eyes ; and 
she said to Ida, 

** These are the fascinating strains of 
love ! O Irla ! these shepherds and shep- 
herdesses, and all these feathered songsters, 
are singing to their happy favourites, and 
here I sit forlorn in the country, in the garden 
of my Amazan, and he is absent ! lost ! per- 
haps lost for ever to the miserable Formo- 
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sahta ! O, return, my hero ! my shepherd, 
return !" 

After the phoenix had taken care of the 
princess, he went to the lady of the house, 
told her what he had done, and conjured 
her to see the Princess of Babylon. She re- 
plied, 

" What ! my bird ! after hearino: the 
whole of her behaviour at the inn to Pha- 
raoh the Egyptian king ! A blackbird came 
and told us all. She is the cause of my 
son's madness ! She has driven him from his 
paternal home, and from mCj at such a 
time !" 

" Madam, the princess can clear herself. 
Do you not know that by her care I am re- 
generated f" 

^* Ono! the blackbird told us that the 
cruel Pharaoh had killed you before the eyes 
of Formosanta, and that she had followed 
him, vowed to love him, and given him her 
hand to kiss ; nay more, that she had pro- 
mised to sup and pass the night with him ! 
How can I see her ? Yet I will not turn her 
away unheard. You say she can clear her-. 
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self: O that s^e may I I ha^yj^ s^ojoietlo^ 
of importance to communicate to her, aod 
wish you to be preseu^. Qo^ pho^%^ s^id 
iutvocluce her to me : I will meet yw ia 
the woodbiijie pavUlion on the bank of the 
riy^r.'' 

This venerable lady was rather in(iri;a» 
but still preserved very pleasing graces of 
beauty, which proved that she i^u&t have 
been a lovely woman when abou^ twp h,i|U;i- 
dred years of age ; for at this period she 
was nearly three hundred. She received 
ForoQ^o^anta with a graceful air, bJende^sa 
visibly with sorrow and vexation, that it 
made her appear extremely interesting to 
the princess, who evinced, by her manners, 
the truest respect and affection for the 
mother of An;iazan, and paid her tb^ suit- 
able compliments on a hrs^t meeting after a 
very n;ielancholy and recent event, Thie 
lady s^id, 

" Priocess, you have a greater righjt t<> 
grieve for my husband than you ima- 
gine.'* 

^^ I have sufficient cause to lament bis 



dUtkj and to revere his memory ; kt was 
tke father of " 

** Of the son whom your strange conduct 
hars banished from me." 

^* Oy madam, I deserve your pity^ not 
3rour anger. 1 detest the king of Egypt : 1 
love anhf Amazan ! For hi& sake I ha^e 
traversed the air, and am here tsLVj/ar 
from iny father's coort ! I am here in his 
country, and he flies from me ! I>o> i not 
deserve your pity ?" 

Tears and sobs checked her utterance. 
The venerable lady said, 

** Pt'incess, when yow avowed your love 
to Pharaoh, when you swore by his god 
Apis to sup with him, and cfaeav his heart 
with Chiras wine, and gave him yonr hand 
to- kiss in token of your tove, did you not 
observe a blackbird ftying about the 
rodm ?*' 

^^ I do remember soeb a bird, and that it 
terrified vie by rushing out of the wind«>w 
wrth a horrible cry the moment that I gave 
my hand to Pharoab,^ smd appeared bo 
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** Alas ! he returned to Amazan with the 
fatal tidings which distracted him! My 
poor son had himself sent forth that bird, to 
bring him intelligence of your health, and 
to inform him of what was passing in Baby- 
lon concerning you, until he could throw 
himself at your feet, which he proposed to 
do shortly ; and if he was so happy as to 
obtain your love, to devote his life to you. 
O, princess, you know not how tenderly he 
loves you !" 

The princess then gave the mother of 
Amazan an exact account of all that passed 
at the inn, and the motives that obliged 
her to practise the dissimulation that so fa- 
tally deceived the blackbird, who could not 
read her heart, and who unfortunately flew 
away but a minute before she explained 
her conduct to Irla and the apothecary. 
The lady said it was extremely unlucky for 
the bird to return the messenger of such 
dreadful news at the moment Amazan was 
in deep aflBliction for the loss of his revered 
father and his phcenix, to whom he had al- 
ways been fondly attached. She continued^ 
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*' Just, too, as I had informed him, to 
divert his grief, that his birth was royal as 
your own ; that Belus of Babylon and his 
father were the offspring of two brothers ; 
and that his own sister had been brought up 
with you.*' 

" Gracious heaven ! Amazan my cousin ! 
and brother to the Princess Aidea !" 

** You have heard, perhaps, that your 
grandfather dethroned his elder brother, 
and banished his nephew, in order to ob- 
tain the crown. That nephew was the 
father of Amazan. After the death of the 
Princess Aldea's mother, he came to the 
Gangarids, and here, under a fictitious 
name, took refuge from your father. I 
was so happy as to please him ; he confided 
the secret of his royal birth, and right to the 
throne of, Babylon, to me. 

** We were married, and heaven blessed 
us with Prince Amazan Aldea, from 
whom we kept his royal line a secret: yet 
his father formed his mind and manners to 
grace the throne of Babylon. He is every 
thing which the fondest and most ambitious 
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psrentt could wish. We iodiilged Us ar- 
dent desire ef seeing you, aiid, if be liked 
jFCHi, of trying his skill in fulfilling the ois^ 
cle. He has fulttled it, and won yon. 
When his father was dying, he desised me 
to reveal the secret to our son after he wa» 
no more. I did reveal it, hut the fatal 
blackbird came and toU his taJe of herrm 
to my sauy who idolizes Formosanta. His 
heart was agnized, his brain nsaddened ; be 
fled from my maternal arms, never, alas ! i 
fear, never to return !" 

She then gave Formosanta many proefe to> 
read of ^rhusband^s having been the actual 
beir to the crown. The princess returned 
thenx immediately, and said, 

^^ Ah, madam., why should I waste time 
in looking over these ? Can I d^ubt what 
you have told me ? O, no, my heart be^ 
lieves all that you have said .** I will go and 
seek my Amazan I Which way did he take ? 
Where is the cousin, lover, king, and life 
of Formosanta? I will seek for him in 
every part of the world. In whatsoever 
kingdom he may be I soon shall hear of him: 
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hiddjen tie cmn^t be, for the Et^ms^l Seing 
has ci^e^ted him to adorn the earth, and at* 
tract miiverss^l admiration '^ and ii I canniQjt 
find him here below, then I wiU seek him in 
the stains ; there he will be convinced of my 
imioc^ce ^nd of pny love»" 

Biirds had been sent a,U durectioDs, and 
mucorna,^ oq the pursi^it, by every road* 
At length it was discovered that Amazan bftd 
taken the way to China. The princess said 
eagerly, 

*' Come, my bird, we will go immedi- 
ately to China. Farewell, dear mother of 
my Amazan, farewell ! I will bring back 
your son ! The jomrney i& not long, the 
unicorns are fleet ^ in a few day& we shall 
return together." 

They embraced, they mingled their t^ars 
of tenderness and hope ; truly mq-ternal wa^ 
the embrace on one side, and truly fiUal on 
the othejf. 

The vener^.ble Gangaxidian pi;esentedher 
lov.^ly l^in^woman wi;k;h several tbpusands of 
the finest diamonds of theii: mines, q.nd a 
c^ri^ge draiAm by ^ u^orq^ She also 
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provided an escort of two thousand men, 
mounted on unicorns : but before they set 
out 9 the phoenix banished all the blackbirds 
from the Gangarids, that they might not 
occasion any more distress in so happy a 
country, by their eagerness to tell bad 
news ; and from that time not one blackbird 
has been seen upon the eastern coast of th« 
Ganges. 



LI. CHINA. 



In less than eight days the unicorns con- 
veyed the Princess of Babylon, Irla, and 
the phoenix to Cambula, the capital of 
China. This city was larger than that of 
Babylon, and its magnificence quite in an- 
other style. 

New objects and manners would have en- 
tertained Formosanta extremely, bad Ama- 
zan been her companion instead of the ob* 
ject of her search. In her present situation 
he alone could engage her attention j her 
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eyeS) continually employed in looking for 
him, were not to be attracted even by no- 
velty. 

When the Emperor of China was inform- 
ed that the Princess of Babylon was at one 
of the gates of Cambula, he despatched 
four thousand mandarins, in their ceremo- 
nial robes, to bid her welcome. They pro- 
strated themselves before her with profound 
respect, and presented her with an elegant 
compliment in letters of gold on purple 
silk. She said, that as it would detain them 
too long to thank them separately for the 
polite attention with which they honoured 
her, she hoped they would accept her ge- 
neral, but not less grateful thanks. 

They conducted her in great state to the 
emperor, and on the way a venerable man^. 
dariu said to her, 

** Young and beautiful princess ! before 
you are introduced to our beloved emperor, 
it will no doubt give you pleasure to be 
made acquainted with his character, and I 
shall take a pride in making it known. He 
is polite, wise, and just; he tilled a small 
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field with hit imperial bands, t6 retvd^t 
agriculture resj^ected by his pebple ; he 
offers liberal premiums for the most virliibUs 
actions ; he reveres the laws^ and he studies 
the happiness of his people. He h^ jtlst 
banished from his dominions a society of 
foreign Bouzes^ who had collie fVotn thb 
distant parts of the West with the iraiitit 
idea of compelling all the idllabitants bf 
China to think as they did ; and thfey MA 
actually not only acquired large suttts of the 
ignorant^ but kindled the flames of perse- 
cution in their weak minds, under the pte- 
tence of teaching the Only true religion. 
The emperor, when he expelled these rfeli- 
gious incendiaries, addressed tbeiii in these 
words, which are recorded in the adAals of 
our empire : 

** Strangers, you are come to pi'efech 
your dogmas of intolerance in Chiba, the 
most tolerating empire upon earth ; there- 
fore, that you may not do as much harm 
here as you have done in other countries, I 
expel you from the walh of China for ever^ 
that I may not be obliged to punish ydU» I 



▼OLTAIHIAKA. l75 

hare given orders for you to be conducted 
bonourably to the frontiers, and furnished 
with every thing that you may require in 
your way to the confines of the hemisphere 
from whence you came. Depart in peace, 
if peace can ever dwell in such contracted 
minds, and never more return to these do- 



minions.'' 



it 



Princess, I am sure that you will re- 
vere so good an emperor," 

Formosanta expressed herself as she felt, 
truly delighted with the character of the 
emperor, and his speech to the Bonzes; 
and was inspired with the certain hope of 
an agreeable reception from a liberal- 
minded man, conscious that her heart ab- 
horred the persecuting dogmas of into- 
lerance. 

Her reception from the Emperor of China 
w^as such as she expected. At their dinner 
he entertained her with elegance, unin- 
cumbered with the parade of imperial state. 
She introduced the phoenix, who was greatly 
admired and caressed by the emperor, while 
he perched on his chair, and expressed 
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Signs of gratitude. When dinner was ended, 
Formosanta ingenuously confided the cause 
of her journey to the emperor, and conjured 
him to find out if Amazan was in this em- 
pire. He replied, 

" I do not wonder at your partiality for 
the amiable Amazan. I never beheld so 
perfect a being. Even the affliction in which 
he is at present absorbed only renders him 
the more interesting. He exceeds the most 
brilliant of my favourites in wit, my gown 
mandarins in knowledge, and the military 
ones in heroic ardour and martial deport- 
ment ; and his extreme youth renders his 
extraordinary talents still more wonderful. 
..Were I to be so abandoned by the divine 
powers, Tien and Changti, as to form the 
rapacious wish of being a conqueror, I 
would request Amazan to lead my warriors, 
and be certain of subduing the universe. I 
rejoiced in his visit to my court, although 
the melancholy which at times disorders him 
claimed my pity.'* 

" Oh, august emperor! Amazan is in 
your court, and was not of our party ! I be- 
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seech you to send for him immediately ; let 
me undeceive him, let me remove the op. 
pression from his heart !" 

'' Alas ! charming princess, I vfish it 
were in my power ; but the amiable Ama- 
zan quitted my court this morning, without 
revealing to any one the place of his desti- 
nation." 

** This is a mortal blow ! O, my phoe- 
nix, am I not unfortunate ? How could 
the all-perfect Amazan quit so abruptly a 
court like this, so polite and agreeable, 
where he was esteemed ?" 

*^ Unfortunately, madam, one of the 
most beautiful princesses in my family was 
too susceptible of his perfections. Prin- 
cesses, under certain circumstances, such 
as a supposed disparity of birth, think 
themselves privileged to make the first ad- 
vances. Of this privilege my fair cousin 
took advantage, confessed her love, and 
sippointed him to meet her to-day at noon. 
He quitted Cambula by break of day, and 
left this letter for my unhappy cousin, who 
is too proud to endure a slight, Fits, tears, 
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and rage agitated her .bosom* She flew to 
me with the letter, and conjured me to have 
him brought back to my court ; and it was 
some time before I could argue her into 
calmness. She threw away the letter with 
disdain, and I kept it as a proof of con- 
stancy. You, princess, will peruse it with 
pleasure.*' 

Formosanta read the letter written by her 
Amazan, which was thus worded : 



** A^mazan to the Princess of China : 

I- 

" tteautiful and amiable princess ! you 
deserve a heart which has never been sa- 
crificed upon the altar of love, the victim 
of another royal fair one. I have vowed, 
before the immortal gods, to love Formo- 
santa Princess of Babylon, and never to love 
any other, and I will keep my vow, al- 
though she has plighted hers to the cruel 
King of Egypt, who killed my beautiful 
phoenix which I had left in her care. O, 
Princess of China, I am the most wretched 
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Among men! When I heard the fatal 
tidings that Formosanta had given herself 
to another, and that I must no longer hope 
for her love, my father was just dead : yet 
tinable to remain on the spot where my se- 
vere doom to suffer endless misery had been 
pronounced, I tore myself from my afflicted 
mother, fiew from my country, and so- 
lemnly vowed to wander over the wotld, 
•and to be faithful to my vows. You, prin- 
cess, must despise, and the gods would 
punish me, M^ere I to violate them. May 
you soon be blessed with a happy lover who 
will love you^ as Formosanta is beloved by 
the faithful 

^* Amazan.^' 



*^ Amazan loves me ! He thinks I am a 
•capricious, ungrateful wretch, and yet for 
me he refuses the Princess of China, who 
ioves him ! Matchless constancy ! Gra- 
cious emperor, will you deign to give me 
thi& despised letter ? To me it will afford 
iuippinesB in the midst ef disappointments 

N 2 
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and misfortunes. Has your majesty heard 
which road my faithful Amazan took, when 
lie departed from Cambula ?" 

** He was met on the road which leads to 
Scythia." 

The princess immediately ordered her 
carriage to be got ready, took a most re*' 
spectful leave of the excellent Emperor of 
China, and set out, hoping to overtake her 
beloved fugitive. 



LII. SCYTHIA. 

When the Princess Formosanta arrived at 
Scythia she was surprised to see how go- 
vernments differed. Here she beheld an 
open country covered with tents, in which, 
instead of houses, all the inhabitants of 
Scythia resided. Such a hostile appearance 
struck her with terror : she thought herself 
in a field of battle. 

When she asked in what part of that im- 
mense encampment she should find the Khan, 
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she was informed that he was gone to Baby- 
lon with three hundred thousand of his 
warriors ; but that their Queen Aldea, a 
beautiful Babylonian Princess, M'hom he had 
lately married, was in her tent. Formo- 
santa exclaimed, 

" Good heaven ! has the Khan of Scy- 
thia married my cousin Aldea, the sister of 
my Amazan ? I shall certainly find him 
with her. Conduct me to the Queen of 
Scythia." 

The cousins had never been extremely 
fond of each other ; the Princess Aldea had 
always beheld Formosanta as one who 
usurped the exalted situation which was her 
right, and she severely felt the disagree- 
ableness of being a dependent in a kingdom 
that she deemed her own. Now, however, 
they met with sincere pleasure. The un- 
common incidents M'^hich they had to relate, 
their seeing each other so unexpectedly in a 
distant land, conspired to obliterate from 
their minds every trace of former coldness. 
They embraced with tears of joy. Aldea 
felt herself no longer a dependent ; she was 

n3 
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QlKcn of Scytliim, and her brocher had the 
right to BabykiD. Fonnosanta forgot every 
thing bat that Aldea was the sister <^ Ama- 
can, and the cousins were warmer firiend^ 
at Scythia, in a few minutes^ than tbey 
ever had or ever would have been in the 
court of Babylon. 

The queen paid her comfrfiments to the 
lady Irla, and was greatly surprised to see 
the bird which had been killed. Formo- 
santa gave her a concise account of his re- 
vival. She then said, 

*^ Ah, my sly cousin ! who would have 
thought of your marrying the brave Khan of 
Scythia in such a hurry?** 

" Why truly, my dear cousin, I should 
not have married in such a hurry , nor per- 
haps at all, if your father bad not laid a re- 
straint on me ; and I confess that I consi- 
dered myself to have an undoubted right to 
one of your kings, and have chosen the 
best. But who could have thought that the 
stranger, the handsome shepherd, who per- 
formed so gracefully every thing that the 
oracle required, was my brother, when I 
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knew not that I had such a relative? I 
have sent an express after the Khan, for I 
am sure my brother is able to fight for hi^ 
own right, if he chooses to do so : but now I 
think every thing may be settled without a 



war." 



" How happy you must be to have youf 
dear brother with you !" 

*^ I should have been happy if he were not 
the most miserable of men, owing to a ri- 
diculous blackbird, whose false report has 
certainly disordered his brain. He staid 
with me four daj's." 

" And is he not with you now? Surely 
he has not leftj/oz^, who are^his sister, in the 
jabrupt manner that he did the Emperor of 
China?" 

'^ He did, indeed, and for much the same 
reason. One of the handsomest and greatest 
ladies in Scythia, who at the same time is 
not the most reserved, was quite captivated 
with my dismal brother, and made it her 
sole occupation to divert his melancholy ; and 
he, not choosing to be diverted, eloped in 
the nighty but not with the Scythian lady, 
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as hi^ sister did with the Scythian monarch ; 
he left her in despair, weeping over a 
cold letter." 

** O, my dear coasin ! procure me that 
letter, that seccnd dear proof of his loTe for 
me ! But where is be gone r" 

** To pay a visit to the Cimmerians. I 
am sure be is Terj much to blame for 
roaming about from place to place so wildly.*' 

*^ I will follow him immediately to the 
Cimmerians I Farewell, dear cousin ! I 
fly to seek my Amazan, my constant 
love !" 

The Queen of Scytbia thought Formo- 
santa more frantic than Amazan ; yet as she 
herself had felt the effects of love, she the 
readier could excuse their violence in ano* 
tber. She pitied Formosanta, sincerely 
wished her a happy meeting with her 
lover, and promised to clear up every 
thing if she should see Amazan before the 
princess and he were so fortunate as to have 
a happy interview. Her majesty, at part- 
ing, presented the princess of Babylon with 
some beautiful Zibelin skins, and she, in 



VOLTAIRIANA. 18S 

return, gave the Queen of Scythia, anum* 
ber of Gangaridian diamonds. 



LIII. THE CIMMERIANS. 

The princess and her suite soon arrived at 
the Cimmerian empire, which appeared to 
be more extensive and less populated than 
the dominions of the Khan of Scythia. After 
travelling over a vast space of country, she 
entered a large city, which had been greatly 
improved by the reigning empress, who 
was then making a progress through her 
empire, on the frontiers of Europe and 
Asia, in order to view herself the state of 
her provinces, to inquire into and redress 
the grievances of her subjects. 

As the empress was absent, the principal 
magistrate of that ancient city, the moment 
he was informed of the arrival of the Baby- 
lonian Princess, came forth to pay her 
every honour and attention usually paid t& 
royal strangers in that country by the etp^ 
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press, who was the politest and most liberal 
sovereigQ in the world, and who he knew 
would be pleased to hear that he had re- 
ceiyed an illustrious princess with the re- 
spect which she herself would, had she been 
present. 

Formosanta was accommodated with 
apartments in the palace, and entertained 
with great elegance. The Cimmerian \orA 
who did the honours of the court, being an 
excellent natural philosopher, amused him- 
self greatly in converging with the phcenix, 
who said to the nobleman, 

*^ I am surprised to see such a vast alter- 
ation in this country since I travelled 
through it about three hundred years ago. 
At that period nature here appeared in her 
rudest and most gloomy horrors ; and now I 
see the very spot converted into the chear- 
ful abode of industry, the arts, magnifi- 
cence, and pohteness/' 

^^ This wonderful transformation was be- 
gun by one man, and brought to the per- 
fection you see by one woman, who is a 
greater legislator than the his of Egypt, or 
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the Ceres of Greece. Lawgivers in general 
have evinced a confined genius and a na^ 
tional prejudice, which limited their views 
solely to their own countries^ and consi- 
dered the inhabitants as the first people 
upon the earth, and for that reason encou- 
raged them to be at variance with all the 
rest of the world. Their customs, institu- 
tions, and religion were all established for 
themselves alone. The Egyptians, so £eu- 
mous for their pjnramids^ disgraced them- 
selves by their barbarous superstitions, 
which impelled them to think all other na- 
tions profane, and to reject every inter- 
course with them. Now and tlien, indeed,, 
one more liberal-minded being will arise 
above the vulgar prejudices, who will follow 
the laws of nature engraven upon his heart,, 
and revolt against those repugnant to rea- 
son and philanthropy. 

** Our excellent empress considers her 
extensive empire so united to every quarter 
of the globe, that it is obligated to maintain a 
friendly correspondence with every nation ;. 
to effect which, her first rule is universal 
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toleration; and the second , a generous 
compassion for the weakness and errors of 
human nature. Her penetrating genius 
perceives that morality is the same in every 
(x>mitry, although the modes of religious 
worship may greatly differ. Thus has she 
united her subjects to those of every nation, 
and the Chinese and Scandinavians will soon 
be regarded as their brethren. She has al- 
ready obtsdned by this conduct, the title of 
parent of her people ; and if her endeavours 
succeed to establish the strong and invalua- 
ble bond of society, toleration^ among her 
neighbours, she may justly be styled the 
benefactress of mankind. 

** Before his time the Cimmerian mo- 
narchs sent forth legions to ravage foreign 
countries, and to deluge the lands with the 
blood of those who toiled to cultivate 
them. Then assassins were called heroes, 
and robberies glorious achievements : but 
our benign sovereign seeks glory more sub- 
lime; she sends her armies forth as har- 
bingers of peace, to reconcile the hostile 
powers, and render them the friends and 
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benefactors of each other, and of their 
countries ; and thus she waves her standard 
over the universe as the ensign of tranguil- 
lity of friendship among mankind." 

The phoenix was charmed with the cha- 
racter of the empress, and declared it ex- 
ceeded every thing that he had heard of 
crowned heads during the whole of his very 
long life. He then made some inquiries 
concerning his dear Amazan, and the Cim- 
merian lord told him, that although he was 
highly esteemed at their court, he had 
quitted it suddenly, lest he should falsify 
a vow of constancy, as he was greatly ad- 
mired by the ladies. The phoenix went 
immediately to acquaint Formosanta of 
Amazan's fidelity, and that it was believed 
he had gone to Scandinavia; for which 
place the princess set ofFdirectly. 
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I.IV. THE OBSERVATIONS OF AMAZAN. 

When Amazan arrived at ScandinaTia he 
was surprised to see a monarch and his sub- 
jects amicably combined in a manner, 
which, from his observations on other states, 
he imagined to be inconsistent; the labour- 
ers in agriculture acted as legislators with 
the chiefs of the realm. 

In another country, he observed that a 
youthful prince, famous for his justice and 
ffiagnanimity, by only a solemn contract 
with the people, had acquired sovereign 
authority over the nation* 

On the throne of Sarmatia he observed a 
philosopher, who might be called the king 
of anarchy, for he was the chief of a hun- 
dred thousand petty kings, each of whom 
had power to render ineffectual the designs 
of all the rest, ^olus had not greater dif- 
ficulty to keep the raging winds within 
their proper bounds, than had this monarch 
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to reconcile the tumultuous jarring spirits 
of these his subject kings, yet he steered 
the vessel safely through contending hur* 
ricanesy for he was a steady and a skilful 
pilot. 

As he traversed the immense continent of 
Germany he observed with wonder and 
delight the progress which reason and phi- 
losophy had made in the north ; even the 
princes were enlightened and became the 
promoters of mental liberty : their education 
had not been entrusted to men, who, deceived 
themselves y had an interest in deceiving prin- 
ces ; these were brought up to be the friends 
of moral and truly good men in every nation ; 
and, contemning superstitious prejudices^ 
had abolished a senseless unnatural custom, 
which was to render a large portion of both 
sexes inactive and useless beings in the 
world, by making them vow an eternal se- 
paration from each other, and cori6ning 
them in the solitary cells of large and gloomy 
prisons ; a superstitious frenzy which had 
depopulated the southern countries more 
than the most destructive wars. 
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In tniTersiDg these countries so distant 
from bis own, Amazan, dreading to trust 
himself in the way of temptation, if he be- 
came acquainted with an innocent engi^ing 
beauty, or found himself beseiged by a 
captivating wanton, thought the surest way 
to keep his vow was to quit the country^ 
for he resolved to set an example of tme 
fidelity ; therefore, as he found modest and 
wanton beauties in every country, he was 
continually flying away from the pursuing 
Forniosanta, who was generally within a 
day or two of overtaking him. 



LV. BATAVIA. 

From Germany Amazan proceeded to 
Batavia; when he arrived in this country 
his affliction was in some degree soothed by 
perceiving that the manners of the people 
slightly resembled those of his happy coun* 
try men, the Gangarids. He saw the Batavi- 
ans blessed with liberty, property, equality^ 
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«nd toleration : he found the ladies modest 
and domestic ; they never thought of loving 
until beloved, and as their beauty was not 
exactly to his taste, he could have staid 
safely in that country for some time, if the 
Batavians had not excited his curiosity to 
visit Albion, by the praises they bestowed 
on that little island, to which he was told 
■a favourable easterly wind would waft lum 
in four hours ; he therefore immediately 
embarked with his unicorns for that country, 
more celebrated than the Atlantic Isle or the 
famous Tyre. 

Formosanta, doomed to be disappointed, 
had followed Amazan to the banks of the 
Volga, the Vistula, the Elbe, and the 
Weser, now arrived at the mouth of the 
Rhine, where it disembogues its waters into 
the German Ocean, just after he had sailed 
for Albion. She fancied that she could per- 
ceive the vessel that contained her fugitive, 
and uttered a cry of joy, which greatly sur- 
prised the calm ladies of Batavia, who had 
no idea of violent love, nor did they admire 
the phoenix greatly, because his feathers, 
beautiful as they were, would not sell for 

veL. HI. o 
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near so good a price as those of their ducks 
and other water fowl. 

The princess of Babylon had no sooner 
hired two vessels to convey her to the island, 
which would soon contain the sole object 
of her wishes; the idol of lier heart, and 
the soul of her existence, than an unpropi- 
tious wind arose suddenly from the west, 
and cruelly detained the impatient Formo- 
santa on the Batavian shore. 

She was seized with a deep melancholy; 
she went to her bed> and resolved not to 
arise from it until the wind was favourable 
to her wishes, but alas ! the provoking wind 
blew from the same quarter with unremit- 
ting violence for the space of eight days; 
tedious time to Formosanta, who dreaded 
lest her Amazan should quit Albion before 
she could arrive there ! 

During this distressing period she pur- 
chased many novels and romances, and Irla 
read continually to divert the princess. The 
Batavians are not wits themselves, but as 
they are the factors of the universe they 
traffic in , the wit as well as they do in the 
various other commodities of the different 
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^Bations of the earth. Some nations Tvere so 
polite as to prohibit several works which 
had been written by their natives, that they 
might be published in Batavia -to enrich the 
booksellers of that country*. 

The princess hoped to find in the new 
romances some interesting love adventure 
similar to her own, or some entci'taining tale 
to divert her woe ; but nothing which Wa 
read could interest her mind ; solely occu- 
pied by one object, nothing could prevent 
her from interrupting the reader every 
jninute, by asking the phcenix if the wind 
w.a« chang-ed to the east. 

XVI. ALBION* 

When Amazan was travelling in his car- 
riage drawn by six unicorns to the capital 
of Albion, his thoughts fixed on Formosanta, 
he came up to a coach which was overturned 
in a dry ditch ; the coachman stood by his 

* Voltaire alludcsin this remark to some of his own works, 
which, aff er they had been suppressed in France, were 
;printed in Holland with great success to the bookseller. 

2 



196 VOtTAIRIANiU 

horses which he had disengaged from the 
coacby the footman had rode off to seek 
for help, and the owner. Sir Topal Love* 
cbace, was taking a nap along the seat as 
snugly as if he were in his bed. 

Amazan immediately quitted his carriage, 
roused the baronet, whom he fancied was 
hurt, and was surprised to hear him cry as 
he started up, 

« Hillio!HiUio!Hillio,myboys! Zounds! 
where am I ? not cleared the ditch vet!" 

Out he jumped, and Amazan without 
any help lifted up the carriage ; Sir Topal 
Lovcchace standing with arms folded, and 
his hat on one side, said carelessly, 

*' D — mme, my boy, you are a devilish 
strong dog !" 

By this time the servant arrived with some 
men to whom he had promised mon^y 
for their assistance, and they no sooner 
heard from the coachman who had raised 
the coach out of the ditch, than they came 
up to Amazan doubling their fists and swear- 
ing that they would box him one after 
another; for no out-landish puppy should 
9ome into their country to cheat them of 
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tlie money which had been promised, with- 
out getting a round or two for doing their 
jobs for thena ; they wanted him to strip, 
and one to provoke him aimed a blow at 
his head ; on which Ainazan seizing one in 
each hand threw them at some distance. 
They instantly uttered shouts of applause, 
swore he was a brave fellow and ought to 
have been a true born son of Albion. They 
now with great respect begged his honour 
would give them a trifle to drink his honour's 
health, and when he gave them more money 
than they ever possessed, they threw their 
hats in the air, and gave him three rounds 
of grateful huzzas. The baronet said, 

** By G — d! you are a generous soul! 
What say'st my hearty fellow, wilt dine 
with me and drink a bottle ? Lovechace Hall 
is but three miles distant." 

Amazan accepted the invitation, and in- 
vited the baronet into his carriage, as hift 
own was slightly injured by the overturn. 
Sir Topal settled himself snugly in the cor- 
n^, yawned, swore the stag had led him 
a devilish long chace since day-break, an«l 

o3 
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beef, washed dowA 
or a cap or rvo of exceik&t strong beer, 
ar«air» nfcV Via coafaaadediT- sleepy. He 
■rAifti, ii^ sacned; Amazon tHoaght of 
TtjmxiiBF.x .led c€ her rows to roe king of 
EgxpiL The bodrooet a^rakened, fixed his 
cvts tcT >jiiie tune oo Amazan, then said, 

•* Abl bow dost do, mv brave bov ! — ^A 
&se set of aaiconws £sdth ! make a figure at 
Gocrt; — dash away througb the capital;— 
oatdo n^ beautit id greys ail to aothiDg ! — 
well-bred, noble carriage, fleet as the wind; 
six thousand down fcr them.*' 

'^ I will not sell my unicorns ; if you like 
them they are yours, sir." 

** Thou art a noble fellow by G— d ! but 
I hate obligations cursedly^ they are such 
scarce beasts." 

*' They appear so to you, sir ^ they are 
quite couunou in the Gangarids^ I have a^ 
fine breed of them," 

Amazan then gave the baronet a short 
description of the Gangarids, and a long 
one of the princess of Babylon, and, the 
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cause she bad given him to be an unhappy 
wanderer. Sir Topal nodded several times ; 
once be exclaimed, " Jilts in all countries 
upon my soul !" Then after a long silence 
he asked Amazan if thev killed fine beef in 
his country. The Gangaridian replied, 

** The bulls are our brethrens, sir, we 
never eat them on the eastern shore of the 
Ganges." 

" Brethren! — Dreaming of his 'Change 
Alley by heaven ! ha, ha, ha! well said, my 
fine jew stock broker ! brother to bulls, bears, 
and lame ducks !'' 

" We have no lame ducks in our coua- 

try." 

'* No! now that is extraordinary indeed, 
for I assure you they are waddling out of 
our alley continually." 

Amazan, finding that the baronet and he 
misunderstood each other, endeavoured to 
make him acquainted with that system of 
philosophy, afterwards called the Pythago- 
rean, until he found that his companion was 
fast asleep. His nap continued during the re- 
mainder of their journey to Lovechace Hall* 

o 4 
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• Lady Lovechace received Aroazan with 
a grace and politeDess which appeared to be 
perfectly natural to her; she was young and 
▼ery lovely, her looks were animated and 
expressive, and her conversaticNT displayed 
a cultivated mind ; she was modest without 
affectation, gay without levity. 

The baronet was in the prime of manhood^ 
handsome, tall and well-proportioned, sun 
burnt as a reaper, unpolished in his manners, 
and beyond the sports of the field, the 
course, cock-fighting, a cricket, oru box- 
ing match, his conversation was nothing. 
After a day passed in one or the other of 
those amusements his greatest comfort was 
a haunch or a sirloin, and his greatest glory 
to be carried to bed in a complete state of 
intoxication. 

Fortunately for Amazan, there was a very 
select party that day to dine ^t Lovechace 
Hall, more calculated to converse with wits 
than witJi fox4iunters; some were very 
pleasant and agreeable, others men of a suv 
perior genius, and others of profound learn- 
ing; never was any thing more engaging 
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than the behaviour of Lady Lovechace to alt 
her guests, particularly to Amazan, because 
he was a stranger just arriyed in the country y 
she placed him next herself at dinner, and 
having heard him say that it was not the 
custom of his country to eat a part of any 
being who had received the celestial gift 
of life, she attentively helped him to the 
choicest things within the rule of his accus- 
tomed mode of eating. 

The extreme beauty of the young Gan* 
garidiau^ the manly graces of his person,, 
find the fascinating charms of his conversa- 
tion, seemed to compel the lady of the man- 
sion to draw comparisons between Amazan^ 
and Sir Topal, greatly to the prejudice of 
the latter, to whom she bad been married 
at a very early age by her parents,^ because 
be possessed an immense estate ; she never 
loved him, but his indifference to her and 
bis attachment to the hoMe at length made 
her hate him, and her valuable but neglected 
heart felt too forcibly the uncommon attrac- 
tions of the all-perfect stranger, . who fre- 
quently gazed oa her with tender compas- 
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sioiiy as he silently wished that such a bean-* 
tifiil and amiable woman had married a 
man who would have been sensible of the 
blessing he enjoyed. 

Amazan was surprised at the length of 
time the dinner lasted ; it was quite night, 
and Sir Topal still continued to interrupt 
improving and entertaining discourse by 
calling upon his guests for toasts, and when 
the lady invited the gentlemen to attend the 
tea-table, Amazan was the first to comply, 
and his example was followed by many 
others: the baronet still kept his seat with 
a few companions. In the drawing room 
Amazan sat next to a sensible and intelligent 
member of parliament, of whom he inquired 
many things concerning Albion. The gen- 
tleman said, . 

" I will give you the history of Albion 
in a few words. Notwithstanding the cli<« 
mate is extremely uncertain, her hardy sons 
for a long time would not submit to the 
incumbrance of garments^ yet they were 
forced in time to subject themselves to a 
people who came from the ancient country 
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cpf Saturn, whose banks are washed by the 
Tiber : but foreigners have not done half 
the mischief to us that we have done ta 
ourselves by our intevnal disagreements. 

" One of our sovereigns was so pusil- 
lanimous as to take an oath, which subjected 
himself and his people to vassalage under 
the tyranny of a priest, called the Old Man. 
of the Seven Mountains, who dwells also on 
the banks of tlie Tiber, and domineers over 
great part of Europe. To this period of 
infamous debasement succeeded dreadful 
times of confusion and barbarity. Our 
country, tempestuous as the waves which 
surround it, was torn to pieces and deluged 
with blood by civil discord ;. our kings were 
hurled from their thrones and basely mur> 
dered; our princes were doomed to end 
their lives upon a scaffold, while their 
wretched adherents suffered still more in- 
humanly. In those days the executioner 
terminated all our differencecs, and ought 
to have written the history of Albion in the 
blood of her sons. 

^^ After the divisions of ambition,.. arosQ 
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those of religion ; again our island belield 
the inhumane contrasts of assassins and their 
victims ; executioners and sufferers — ^plun- 
derers and the oppressed. And what you 
will, I am sure, think very strange, one half 
of the people, and that the most desperate, 
plundered, executed, and assassinated, in 
the name of the Eternal Being, the mild and 
just!'' 

" They must have been bitten by a mad 
dog, or, in the frenzy of a raging fever," 
exclaimed Amazan. The gentleman re- 
plied : 

*^ No, Sir;. theirs was a religious, or 
rather a fanatic mania, very destructive to 
the world. But could you or any one 
believe that from this chaos of ignorance, 
fanaticism, dissension, and cruelty, should 
spring the most perfect government in the 
world? Yet such was fortunately for 
Albion the event A prince, wealthy 
and honoured, powerful to do good, un- 
able to do evil, now reigns over the 
Albions, a commercial, warlike, free, and 
enlightened people, whose representatives 
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share in the legislature with the nobles and 
the monarch. 

** When our kings aimed at arbitrary 
government, civil wars, anarchy, and de* 
struction laid waste tl^ country. And since 
they have been satisfied with a limited au* 
thority, it has been blessed with riches, 
tranquillity, and happiness. Our victorious 
fleets proclaim our glory from coast to 
coast ; our just laws secure our fortunes and 
our lives; no arbitrary judge can condemn 
the poorest citizen without the consent of 
twelve brother citizens. Were the highest 
magistrate to order a prisoner for execution 
without the proper forms, he himself would 
be condemned to suffer as an assassin. 

** I must inform you, that two adverse 
parties always keep up the spirit of the 
nation, by politically writing and intriguing 
against each other. These parties watch 
over one another, and mutually prevent a 
violation of the sacred laws and rights of 
their country ; they dislike each other Uke 
jealous lovers who adore one mistress, and 
whenever she is menaced by danger, forget 
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their animosity, and with the truest emda- 
tion, constantly re-unite and arm as friends 
in the defence of Albion and her glorious 
liberty. With the same spirit and genius 
that we support the natural rights of man- 
kind, do we penetrate the secrets of nature 
and encourage the arts and sciences. This 
is an impartial account of our island in its 
ancient and present state. I have neither 
concealed our shame, nor exaggerated our 

Amazan was delighted with this ac- 
count of Albion^ and wished to be in- 
structed in its laws, arts, and sciences ; he 
wished to pass his days in Albion ; but the 
princess of Babylon had unsettled his mind 
for study, and filial affection for his mother, 
his vow to wander, and a natural love for his 
native country, checked his wishes^ and he 
said: 

^* I should like to stay in Albion ; but I 
have vowed to roam from place to place, 
I must fly if possible from my thoughts. I 
will see the Seven Mountains, the Old Man, 
and the people who were once the conquer* 
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ers of Albion ; surely they must be the first 
people on the earth !" 

*' By all means I would have you visit 
the Seven Mountains, particularly if you 
have a taste for music and painting ; even 
the Albions visit the Seven Mountains,' to 
banish spleen and melancholy. But you 
will be amazed when you behold the de- 
scendants of the conquerors of Albion." 

Soon after this long conversation the 
company departed, and Amazan, who had 
been desired by the Baronet to stay all night, 
was left to sup t6te-a-t^te with Lady Love- 
chace. She exerted all her enchanting 
powers to dispel tbe melancholy of Amazan, 
and to conquer her own, yet too frequently 
were her languishing eyes suffused with 
tears. The Baronet staggered into the 
room in the most disgusting state of drunk- 
enness, and in reeling to a chair, fell upon 
the carpet, where he went to sleep, and was 
carried to bed by his servants. Amazan's 
eyes seemed to ask the lady if that brute 
was to be her companion for the night ; she 
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also seemed to understand the silent question^ 
by saying : 

*^ Thank Heaven, we have long had sepa- 
rate beds." 

Amazan started up, wished her a good 
flight, and instead of going into the chamber 
Plotted for him, ordered his carriage, and 
quitted Lovechace HalL 



LVII. VENICE. 



On his way back to Batavia, Amazan 
amused himself with a map t)f the world, 
which Lady Lovechace had given to him, 
as the member of parliament wished to show 
him the situation of Albion* He found the 
Danube, the Rhyne, the Alpsiof Tyrol, and 
all the countries he must pass before he 
arrived at the Banks of the Tiber, He then 
£xed his eyes upon his native country of the 
"Gangarids ; and when looking for Babylon, 
where he had first beheld his dear Formo- 
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Santa, tbe fatal Bassora caught his eye; 
Bassora, where she had plighted her vows 
to Pharaoh, and destroyed his happiness for 
ever ! He threw down the map ; hearts 
rending sighs escaped his trembling lips, 
and tears flowed from his eyes. After some 
time he looked again at his map, gazed ou 
the winding Thames, reflected on the inha- 
bitants who graced its banks, and thought 
their laws and their manners in general must 
be far superior to those of the nations on 
the Banks of the Nile, the Euphrates, and 
the Ganges. 

As he was returning to Batavia, and For* 
mosanta going full sail to Albion, their 
vessels passed each other f — they almost 
touched 1 had it been day the lovers might 
have seen and spoken to one another; they 
were close together, and they knew it not; 
they might have been happy ; but, alas ! 
tjnrannic fate •opposed then* meeting ! 

Amazan no sooner landed on Batavia's 
«hore than he set out for tbe. city of tlie 
Seven Mountains. He was obliged to ctx>s2 
che southern part of Germany. 

yoi. Ill, p 
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In that part of the country he was shoclced 
at the number of beggars, and surprised at 
meeting with princes, princesses, and maids 
of honour, at every fourth or fifth mile, and 
he flew through the country to avoid tempt- 
ation. 

Having passed the Alps, he embarled at 
Dalmatia, and arrived at the strangest city 
he had ever seen ; the houses seemed to be 
built in the water, and the people were con- 
veyed to them in boats and barges fipely 
decorated ; " music, vocal and instruoaental, 
sounding from every one which passed was 
gay and agreeable ; but not a human face 
could he distinguish ; men and women in 
every part of the city wore pasteboard faces 
grotesquely painted, or covered with black 
or white silk, to conceal their i:>wn, apd their 
dresses were all various and fantastical. 

He was offered a great choice of masks 
and dresses, and told that he must purchase 
a dress and a mask, as all other strangers did 
who came to the carnival; but he qould 
not be prevailed upon to follow a fashion be 
detested, and walked aboitft undisguised 



Hfloiidst a crowd of spectres^ for such they 
speared to hinu 

His manly beauty and fine figure attracted 
the notice, not only of those gay ladies who 
<:an be as free without masks as with, but 
also of others superior in rank, who, beneath 
the shelter of a mask, will say and do many « 
things which they would not hazard withouU 
The constant Amazan was continually sur- 
rounded by groups of gay girls, M^hose light 
dresses aud fine attitudes displayed a thou« 
sand beauties ; or if he escaped from those 
enchanting dancers, others would intercept 
his steps, and sing to their soft lutes strains 
■calculated to melt the most dbdurate soul to 
love, while the rosy lips which bresrthed 
such harmony were plainly seen beneath the 
transparent curtain of the mask. Amazan 
broke away from the harmonious sirens and 
rushed precipitately through the motley 
throng, exclaiming in a frantic manner : 

** Fwrnosanta! Oh^ Formosanta! how 
thou excellest in the sublimity of thy beauty 
these Venetian girls! I will, I wili be 
faithful to my row !" 

p2 
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He went immediately to his inn, threw 
himself on his bed, and at day-break, when 
all the gay ones were retired to rest, he arose 
and pursued his journey towards the banks 
of the Tiber. 



LVIII. THE CITY OF THE SEVEN MOUN- 
TAINS. 



At length Amazan beheld the Tiber's yel- 
low waves, and a few pale, emaciated beings 
in tattered garments ran before him, and 
announced his arrival at the gate of that 
once glorious city of legislators and heroes, 
who polished and conquered great part of 
the globe. 

He expected to have beheld at the tri- 
umphal gate warlike battalions, comnaanded 
by heroes, but the only guard he perceived 
was about thirty meagre, ragged persons, 
who had mounted guard with parasols to 
screen them from the sun. ' He thought if 
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the people had ceased to be warriors he 
should no doubt still find them an assembly 
of dedii-gods in their capitol, giving laws to 
mankind. 

He entered a very fine temple, although it 
was not so magnificent as that of Babylon, 
and beheld a number of tall stout men with 
smooth, effeminate faces; this rather sur- 
prised him, but when he heard them sing 
with the voices of young girls, he was quite 
astonished, and said to himself: 

** What strange beings are the inhabi- 
tants of this and the city I have just quitted f 
In that they preferred peeping through 
pasteboard faces to shewing their own ; and 
in this it seems to b^ a fashion for the men 
to imitate young women ; even the soldiers 
affect to be delicate beauties, and mount 
guard with their parasols !" 

When the singing ceased, a venerable 
figure, who, one of the congregation told 
him, was the Old Man of the Seven Moun- 
tains, went with great ceremony to the gate 
of the temple, and stretching forth his right 
9Tm, bis thumb raised, two fingers ex^ 

p 3 
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tended, and two bent inward, seemed ta cnt 
the air in four divbions, as be exclaimed, 
** Urbi ct Orbt^^ wbich denoted that his 
blessing and protection extended oyer die 
city and the world. This figure was mys- 
terious to Amazan. 

Before the temple was quite deserted a 
person offered to conduct him to see the 
ruins, pictures, and statues, which were 
master-pieces in their kind, and venerabk 
monuments of antiquity ; they proclaimed 
the taste, skill, and grandeur, of formei 
times. Amazan admired them greatly, and 
said: 

** Can you shew any productions of the 
resent day equal to these ?" 

** Oh, no, your excellency, we deal in 
antiquities, and despise the moderns.'' 

Amazan wished to see the palace of hi$ 
holiness, for that he found was the title giver 
to the Old Man of the Seven Mountains, and 
was immediately conducted to it. There 
he beheld men in scarlet robes^ g^i^^g ^n anc 
out, and others in violet-coloured robes. 
Tery busy reckoning the revenues of landi 



VOLTAIRIANA. 215 

situated on the Clauube, the Loire, theGua- 
dalquiver, and the Vistula. After consult- 
ing his map, he said: 

*^ I find that his holiness possesses ali 
Europe, liko^the ancient heroes of the Seven 
Mountains. 

** He ought, in divine right, to possess 
the universe ; and there was a time when his 
predecessors had nearly compassed universal 
sovereignty ; but since their holinesses have 
been so humble as to content themselves 
with a tribute from the kings and their 
people." 

** He may then in reality be called the 
King of Kings.'* 

** His holiness is meekly called the ser- 
vant of servants ; he is descended from a 
fisherman, who was also a porter, therefore, 
the armorial bearings of his holiness are 
keys and a fishing net ; but at present he 
issues his orders to every king in Christen- 
dom. It is not long sincehe sent a hundred 
and one mandates to a King of Celtes, and 
the king obeyed them.** 

-^^ I suppose the fisherman sent five or six 

p 4 
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Imndred ^ousand men to execute las^ 
orders ?" 

** No, I assure your Excellency his Ho- 
liness is not so rich as to keep ten thousand 
warriors in pay, but he has ii^ or six hun- 
dred thousand divine prophets dispersed ia 
yarious countries, who are supported by the 
people ; and these prophets proclaim his 
right to open all locks particularly those of 
strong boxes» Who would be so sacrilegi- 
ous as to contend with his Holiness, who^ 
whether he deigns to speak or to write, can 
never err ?*' 

* ' In truth he must be a verj- extraordinary 
personage; I should like to dine with him."' 

*^ Were your Excellency a king you 
could not have the privilege of dining at the 
same table with his Holiness^ but he might 
permit you to sit down at one smaller and 
lower placed near his. If you wish for the 
honor of speaking with him, I will endeavour 
to obtain an audience for you ; in consider* 
ation of the buona mancia, which your 
liberal Excellency will give me for the 
undertakings which is rather attended witb 
diflBcultiesJ* 



m^: 
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^* Will that reward your trouble?'^ 
" Yes, yoar Excellency, it is a vast gift t 
I will introduce you to-morrow. You must 
bow very low three times, and then j prostra- 
ting yourself humbly, yon must kiss the 
great toe of his Holiness with reverential 



awe.'* 



Amazan la^J^ghed sa heartily at this queer 
whim of the Old Man, that he quitted the 
palace and violet-robed gentleman- usher 
without being able so utter a word, dined 
at his hotel, and then immediately quitted 
the city of the Seven Mountains, completely 
disgusted with the manners of the men, and 
wishing to avoid the women. 



LIX* GALLIA*. 

When Amazan arrived at the city oT 
Gallia, he was told that it had formerly been 
ravaged by the heroes of the country which 
he had just left, and long submitted to their 
bondage,; and that ages afier^ when freed 
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firom them, other heroic plunderers came 
finom the farther Banks of the Rhine, and 
seized upon the lands, but that at the pe- 
riod he arriTed, after experiencing adl tbe 
troubles created by ignorance, folly, and 
Inurbarity, it was become a noble and popu- 
lated kingdom ; tbe people were a strange 
mixture of tbe sensible, ridiculous, indus* 
trious, id!e, good-natured, and cruel* 

The idlers formed a large part of the com- 
munity. They studied nothing but fashion, 
and the art of amusing tbemselyes and others ; 
their lives passed away in a rapid whirl of 
gaiety and frivolity, and fortune supplied 
them, like spoiled children, with extravagant 
playthings to prevent them from fretting. 
If ever the horrors of the ¥rars which had 
laid waste their country, or those dreadful 
periods when one half the people, for a 
trilling ditlerence in opinion, massacred the 
otlier, happened to be the subjects of con- 
▼ersation, these gay idlers would shrug up 
their shoulders, sigh, and say : 

" Alas! those were barbarous times !^ 
then dance, laugh, and sing a catch. Yet 
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these triflers set themselves up as the sole 
judges of the productions <^ artists and of 
literary meiu 

As a horrible contrast to these idlers, come 
the mysterious, artful,, gloomy, and cruel 
fanatics, whose presence diffuses melancholy 
and terror over mankind, and whose inhu- 
man hearts are industriously occupied in 
devising tortures for their fellow creatures ; 
and these fanatics woidd spread destructioa 
tlirough the world,, if the gay triflers did not 
enliven it with their brilliant amusements 
and sprightly songs^ and chace them into* 
their cells as day-light and the warbling 
birds drive owls and bats into their ivy*? 
covered haunts. 

There comes between the idlers and the 
£anatics, a sensible, enlightened few, who* 
preserve a happy medium between the 
gloomy severity of the one party, and the 
dissipated gaiety of the other. With these- 
all foreigners should cultivate a friendship^ 
that they may not totally despise nor abhor 
the nation. 

These remarks Amazan^ heard at the house 
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of a lady, and every thing convinced Mm 
that both herself, and the society she intro- 
duced him to, were apart of the enlightened 
few ; for there he found freedom without 
indelicacy, sense without pedantry, mirth 
without tumult, and wit without asperity. 

The next day he was invited to dine with 
a party of the idlers, whom he found fai 
less amiable but more dangerous ; they were 
fascinating voluptuaries, who relaxed the 
fortitude of the soul insensibly, and drew it 
by degrees into the vortex of dissipation. 

His companions took him to the opera, 
composed of enchanting airs, dances which 
expressed the emotions of the soul, and 
beautiful perspectives which charmed the 
eyes, by deceiving them. Amazan, whose 
spirits had been more than usually elevated 
by the wine which he had drank and the 
conversation of his gay companions, was 
particularly delighted with a species of 
amusement so entertaining, and to him so 
new. He was also very much charmed with 
a female who performed an interesting cha- 
racter ', he admired the gracefulness of her 
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actions, his soul was captivated by her har« 
monious strains; he expressed himself 
warmly in her praise, and after the opera 
she was introduced to him. 

She was beautiful and engaging ; Ama- 
zan presented her with a handful of 
fine brilliants. She expressed the most 
lively gratitude, offered to sup with him, 
and to sing some of her most enchant- 
ing airs to amuse him. He knew that 
she made singing her business, and that 
he could pay her liberally for exerting 
her inimitable voice, therefore, without 
hesitation, he ordered supper: his friends 
were engaged elsewhere. During the re- 
past he forgot his accustomed moderation in 
regard to wine, and after it was ended, and 
she was enchanting bis senses with her me- 
lodious voice, he forgot his vow of flying 
from seducing attractions. What an in- 
stance of human frailty ! 

At this unfortunate moment of Amazan's 
weakness, the Princess of Babylon arrived 
with her train at the gates of ihe city. She 
inquired of the magistrates if the handsome, 



sensible, courageous, and faithful Ainazaii 
"was still in that city. Amazan had been 
too much the admiration of Gallia for the 
magistrates to be strangers to him, and the 
Princess was immediately conducted to bis 
hotel. How her heart palpitated ! She 
should once more behold the most perfect 
•of mankind, the example of constancy ! 

She was informed that he was at home ; 
she wished to surprise hira^ and would not 
permit the domestic to announce her ; he 
therefore pointed to a door, and told her 
that his master was in the second apart- 
ment ; she entered the first with trembling 
steps, and blushing transport y the second 
had a glass door, which was shut, but di- 
rectly opposite stood a sofa; she beheld her 
Amazan, not grieving for her inconstancy, 
but encircled by the arms of a lovely bru- 
nette, on whose bosom he reclined in a pro- 
found sleep. Formosanta, uttering an ex- 
clamation of surprise and horror, fell sense- 
less into the arms of Irla, who discreetly 
bore her from the scene of Amazan^s infi- 
«delity; and when the Princess was suffici- 
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cntly recovered to utter her complaints to 
the Phcenix, Iria went to make inquiries of 
the domestics concerning the lady who was 
so familiarly situated with Amazan. 

When Irla told Formosanta that the l^dy 
was a singer at the opera, and had never 
been with Amazan before that night, the 
Princess exclaimed, the tears streaming 
from her eyes : 

" Oh/Heaven! Oh! all powerful Oro- 
mazes ! for whom am I forsaken ? and brf 
whom? by Amazan ! who, for my sake, has 
rejected so many princesses ! for him to 
abandon me now for a Gallic opera singer \ 
No, I can never survive this affront !" 

" Believe me, Princess," said Irla, ** this 
is but the transient passion of a moment; by 
thinking himself in no danger, he has fallen 
into the snare which an artful wanton has 
spread for him. When he awakens he will 
behold her with disgust." 

** Irla, the fault is committed, and I will 
never see him more ; let us depart in- 
stantly — instantly : I will not stay another 
minute in this fatal place." 
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" Stay, Princess," said the Phcenix, *? I 
conjure you to stay until Amazan awakens, 
and I have spoken to him." 

** I will not stay ; he does not deserve 
that yon should speak to him. You will 
disoblige me extremely if you attempt it. 
He would think that I desired you to re- 
proach him, and that I wished to be recon- 
ciled to him ; no, no, I will leave him to his 
opera girl. If you love me, my Phoenix, 
you will not speak to Amazan after his in- 
sulting me in this manner." 

The Plroenix owed his life to Formosanta, 
and he thought it would be ungrateful to 
disobey her. When they were ready t© 
depart, Irla said : 

" And whither, madam, do you mean to 
go now ?" 

Alas! I know not, Irla 1 any where— iiny 
where I so I fly far from the false Amazan ! 
Tell my people to take the first road." 

The Phoenix was vexed at her taking such 
a precipitate step, which he knew was equal- 
ly affiicting to herself as it would be to 
Amazan. After soothing hex into a calmer 



YOLTAIRIASTA. S25 

iltate of mind, he ventured to remonstrate 
with her on the severity of her conduct to 
Amazan, who had withstood so nobly every 
serious temptation which had been thrown 
in his wav, and assured her that this ad- 
venture had nothing to do with the pure 
affections of his heart, but was a mere mo- 
mentary forgetfulness of his vow, permitted 
no doubt by the all-wise Oromazes to con- 
vince him of the futility of human resolu- 
tions. He told her to reflect that Amazan 
was but a man, and consequently could not 
be perfect ; yet such was his disposition, that 
from suffering himself to fall into this error, 
he would become more firmly virtuous, and 
more constant in his love than ever, as thfe^ 
wish of expiating his fault would exalt hhn 
nearer to divine perfection, and rende** him 
still more deservins: of her love. 

The bird had the art of persuasion. For- 
mosanta regretted that she had been so pre- 
cipitate ; she began to think, for the first 
time since she left the Gangarids, that the 
unicorns went on at a most provoking rate, 
yet she was ashamed to return or even to 

VOL. Ill, Q 
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Stop. Violent was the conflict in her bosom 
between love and vanity ; the one urged her 
to forgive Amazan, the other to resent his 
conduct. She let the unicorns continue 
their speed, and she was doomed to traverse 
the world in obedience to the Babylonian 
oracle. 

When Amazan was informed of the arri* 
val of the Princess, of her being admitted 
into his apartment, her fainting, her dis- 
traction when she recovered, of the vow she 
had taken never to forgive him, and of her 
abrupt departure, he exclaimed in an agony: 

" Formosanta must have been true to w^, 
and I, / have been fa]^ to her I I have but 
one thing more to do — that is, to overtake 
her, and expire at her feet." 



LX. ADVENTURES IN SEVILLA. 



Amazan had no difficulty in tracing the 
route which the Princess of Babylon had 



taken ; in every place he found the stili 
fascinated inhabitants talk of the beautiful 
Princess, her bird, and her unicorns, and 
the Banks of the Loire, the Dordogne, Ga 
ronne, and the Gironde, still resounded with 
exclamations of surprise. 

When he arrived at the foot of the Py- 
renees, the inhabitants obliged him, much 
against his will, to dance a lively dance, called 
the Tambourine ; but after passing the Py- 
renees, nothing appeared like joy or gaiety. 
If here and there a peasant was heard to sing^ 
it was some doleful ditty ; the inhabitants 
all habited in black, with each a rosary and 
a poniard pendant from their belts, stalked 
with at much solemnity as if they were at- 
tending a funeral. 

If the servants of Amazan asked these 
grave personages any questions, they an- 
gwered only by signs ; if they entered an 
inn, the host informed them in a few words 
that he had nothing in his house which they 
inquired for, but that he could send three 
miles for them. But when these votaries to 

Qi2 
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taciturnity were asked if they had seen the 
beautiful Princess of Babylon pass that way, 
they replied with rather less brevity than 
usual: 

** We have seen her ; she is not so hand- 
some as our brown beauties ; that alabaster 
fairness is disagreeable ; we scarcely ever 
see such a skin in our country/' 

Amazan advanced toward the province, 
watered by the Betis. Tlie Tyrians culti- 
vated Betica, which the natives had never 
taken the trouble to do, thinking that their 
Gallic neighbours ought to come and culti- 
vate their lands for them. The Tyrians 
had brought some Palestines with them, for 
the Palestines at that time wandered through 
every country where money was to be got ; 
and in Betica by usury, at fift}'- per cent, 
they had possessed themselves of nearly all 
the riches of the country. This made the 
inhabitants weakly imagine that they were 
sorcerers, and accuse them as such to the 
Antropokaies, or Inquisitors, who, without 
hesitation^ seized on their property, dressed 
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tbem in frightful masquerade habits, and 
then roasted, them by a slow fire, por Pamar 
de DiQS, 

The Princess of Babylon, whose design 
was to embark on the Betis, and return by 
Tyre to her father Belus and her native 
land, arrived at the city of Sevilla, and sent 
immediately for two rich Palestines, who 
transacted all the business of the court, and 
the Phoenix agreed with them, on behalf of 
the Princess, to furnish her with three ships 
properly supplied with men and stores for 
the voyage of herself and suite. 

While this contract was making, the 
hostess, who was a great devotee, and her 
husband, who was a familiar, or spy to the 
Antropokaies, agreed in the opinion that 
the Princess must be a sorceress, and that 
she and the two Palestines were entering 
into a compact with the Devil, in the form 
of a large glittering bird, and that it was 
their duty to give immediate information to 
the holy inquisitors ; and when those grave 
persecutors heard that the lady was in pos« 
session of an immense quantity of fine large 
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diamonds, they were convinced that she 
must be a sorceress, and they would take 
care to punish her accordingly. 

As the Antropokaies were not very cou- 
Tageous, they waited until night, when the 
two hundred Gangaridians and their uni- 
corns were asleep in extensive stables, which 
had been prepared for their acconunodation; 
then, witliout fear, the cautious personages 
ventured forth in great ceremony, saw that- 
the doors of the stables were strongly barri- 
caded upon the guards of the Princess, and 
immediately seized. the unprotected Formo- 
santa and the lady Irla, and confined them, 
in separate dungeons. The phoenix^ whom 
they in vain endeavoured to catch, flew 
swiftly from the city. They however se- 
cured the two Palestines, who were also 
thrown into dark and solitary cells, 

The phcenix took his flight fronaSevilla 
toward Gallia, sure of meeting Amazaa 
upon the road, nor was he deceived ; they 
met at the frontiers of Betica, and the phoe* 
nix informed him of what had happened to 
the Princess. Amazan , speechless from rage 
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and terror, hastily armed himself in a beau* 
tiful suit of Scythian armour, which bis sister 
Aldea, Queen of Scythia, had presented to 
him ; it was of polished steel, inlaid with 
gold ; the helmet, plain gold, was shaded 
with heron and ostrich feathers ; his arms 
were two javelins, a powerful sword called 
the Thunderer, and an immense spear. 
When he was readv, and his few attendants 
had mounted their unicorns, he embraced 
his phcenix, and said : 

'* Alas, my dear bird, I am guilty ! had 
I not snffered myself to be seduced by an 
opera singer, the Princess of Babylon would 
not have been in this dangerous situation ! 
But I will fly to Sevilla, conquer the Antro- 
pokaies, and release Formosanta." 

On the way, the phoenix informed him 
. of all the adventures which had befallen the 
Princess since she set out oh her pilgrim- 
age until she arrived in Sevilla, and rendered 
his mind perfectly easy in regard to the 
King of Egypt. 

When they entered the city, they found 
fifteen hundred Alguazils guarding the sta^ 

a4 
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bles which contained the Gangaridians', and 
great preparations making to burn the lovely 
sacrifice^ Formosanta, Irla, and the two 
Palestines. The chief Antropokaie and his 
subalterns were already seated on the sacred 
tribunal ; a crowd of Sevillians, counting 
their beads and looking solemnly , surrounded 
the fatal place in profound silence^ and pre^ 
sently the beautiful and innocent Princess 
of Babylon y the no less innocent Irla, and 
the Palestines, whose only crimie was their 
riches, were brought forth from their dun- 
geon, attired in the horrible masquerade 
habits^ always provided for these inhuman 
occasions, and with their hands fastened 
behind them. 

At this awful moment appeared the Phoe- 
nix, Amazan, and the Gangarids whom he 
had liberated, mounted upon their unicorns* 
They had overthrown the Alguazils, and 
now attacked the Antropokaies and their 
familiars; the crowd flew away in all di- 
rections, holding their consecrated bead^. 
and exclaiming wildly : 

*^ For Pamor de Dios I!* 
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Amazan took the chief Inquisitor by the 
collar, and threw him from his seat at the 
tribunal on the blazing pile kindled for 
the lovely Formosanta, and sent the other 
Inquisitors to keep him company. He then 
unbound the Princess, and prostrated him- 
self at her feet. She beheld him supplicating 
her pardon with looks far more expressive 
than words* The silent eloquence pene- 
trated her heart; blushing, hesitating^ 
angry, transported with joy, she said i 

** Ah ! my cousin Amazan ! how valiant,^ 
how amiable thou art!* hadst thon been 
faithful to me, how I should love thee t" 

Amazan said every thing which an erring-, 
yet passionate lover coxild think most likely 
to reinstate him in the favour of an offended 
and adored mistress ; but while he was thus 
endeavouring to make his peace with the re- 
lenting Formosanta, and hisGangarids were 
throwing Antropokaies, their familiars, and 
executioners upon the pile, which was 
flaming to the skies, they beheld a long 
procession approaching. 

As it drew nearer they perceiired that it 
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was composed of a hundred open chariots^ 
drawn by mules, harnessed with ropes ; and 
a vast nomber of men in black cloaks, 
mounted onrery fine horses; this cavalcade 
was accompanied by a concoarse of com- 
moner people on foot. In the first chariot 
drawn by eight mules, stood a sovereign with 
his crown upon his head. 

Amazan immediately drew up the Gan- 
garids, mounted his unicorn^ couched his 
lance, and advanced. The king took off 
his crown, descended from his chariot, and 
embracing the stirrup of Amazan, said : 

" 0,man, sent from Heaven? thou art 
the deliverer of my country ; the avenger of 
mankind ! Those cruel fanatics, whom thou 
bast so justly destroyed in the flames which 
they had kindled for the innocent, came here, 
in the name of the Old Man of the Seven 
Mountains, to be my masters ; and if I had 
restrained their inhuman power, or evfen at- 
tempted to soften their horrid cruelties, 
my people would have deposed me. From 
this moment I am free^ I reign, and through 
thy courage T* 



The King of Betica then respectfully 
lissed Formosanta^s hand, and requested 
that she would take a seat in his carriage 
with Amazan, and Iria, her attendant lady ; 
the bird perched byhis majesty, who admired 
him greatly. As it would have been incon- 
sistent with the dignity of a monarch, who 
reigned over a grave and stately people, to 
have moved swiftly, he desired Formosanta. 
and Amazan to relate theirad ventures, whicb 
they had time to do while the mules crepfe 
slowly to the palace. 

The King was charmed, with the lovers, 
and their bird, who was happy to see tliem< 
once more together. Amazan, no longer 
jealous of Pharaoh of Egypt, was in extacies ;, 
and the Princess,, grateful to the valiant hero- 
who had snatched her from a horrible death,, 
forgot the Gallic brunette, and resolved to* 
devote to her deliverer the life which he had 
so gloriously preserved. Irla and the two' 
Palestines also felt extremely grateful for 
their rescue from the flames. 

Amazan was surprised at the ill-dressed 
3iepast wiiich.was served up at the royal table,. 
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and thinking the cooks in Betica the worst 
in Europe, adrised the king to send for some 
from Gallia. When the banquet was over, 
and the music had ceased, the king said : 

'* Now tell me, beautiful princess, and 
thou brave heir to the crown of Babylon, 
what is your desisrn ? — whither do you mean 
to bend yoar steps r" 

** I certainly will not leave my cousin 
Amazan, yet I hope he will think with me, 
that as my father gave me leave to go only 
on a short pilgrimage, and I have wandered 
over the world, my first step ought to be now 
dutifiillv to return to Babvlcn, and receive 
a paternal blessing.*' 

** I think it is my duty also to visit Baby- 
lon, and demand my cousin Formosanta of 
her roval father, who, for that precious gift, 
shall enjoy his throne in peace, and we will 
divide our time during his Ufe between the 
court of Babvlon and mv native home in 
the Gangarids, with my beloved mother, 
which I hope will be agreeable both to Belus 
and his peerless daughter." 

*' I approve highly of your intentions. 
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they are truly dutiful ; but I fear your re* 
turn to Babylon will not be so easily accom- 
plished as you imagine. By the Tyrian 
ships and my Palestine bankers, who corres- 
pond with every part of the globe, I hear 
continually the state of that kingdom. The 
Khan of Scythia first laid claim to Babylon 
as the right of his wife, but soon withdrew 
bis Scythians, on being informed that thou. 
Prince Amazan, wert her brother, and of 
thy attachment to the Princess Formosanta. 
But the kings of India and Egypt, with each 
three hundred thousand warriors, are laying 
waste the fertile Banks of Tygris and Eu- 
phrates, to avenge themselves for being 
laughed at, beauteous princess, at thy tour- 
nament. Nor do the fruitful Banks of the 
Nile escape ; for since the Egyptian Monarch 
has. been absent from his throne, the King 
of Ethiopia, his potent foe, has ravaged 
Egypt. I know not what army the King of 
Babylon has to oppose his besiegers, whose 
forces are so immense, and fear that with 
6iich a small number of men and unicorns^ 
thou, Prince Amazan, could not defeat 
them,'' 



\ 
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" Why not?" 

The Sovereign of Betica fek the force of 
this simple question, why not ? yet still he 
reflected that less than three hundred men 
could scarcely conquer six hundred thcusandj 
and after some consideration, said 4 

** Through the means of my Palestines I 
am allied to the King of Ethiopia ; I will 
give you letters of introduction to him, and 
as he is at enmity with Pharaoh of Egypt, 
he will be happy to join in your cause against 
him* On my own part I can assist you 
^ith two thousand sedate and brave men ; 
^nd it will depend upon yourselves to engage 
as many more of the Vascques, a lively, 
active people, who reside at the foot of the 
Pyrenees. Send one of your Gangarids 
upon an unicorn, with a few diamonds to 
bribe them ; there is not one who will not 
leave his castle, that is his paternal cottage, 
to serve you. • They are grateful, agreeable, 
and courageous ; and while you await their 
arrival, I will entertain you with festivities, 
and prepare )'our ships, for I cannot too 
gratefully acknowledge the service which the 
Prince Amazan lias rendered me." 
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The Princess and Amazan thanked his 
majesty for his kind offer and advice. 
They sent immediately to the Vascques, and 
cheerfully partook of the various amuse- 
ments with which the King of Betica was 
so. polite as to entertain them. They en- 
joyed all the felicity of a reconciliation, 
which between such lovers as Amazan and 
Formosanta far exceeds the transports of a 
growing passion. 

Soon after the troop of grave and haughty 
Beticans were ready, arrived the joyous 
Vascques, dancing a tambourine* The 
good old king had amply supplied the vessels 
with warlike stores, and every other neces* 
-sary, particularly with onions, garlic, oil, 
and black clothes. He then embraced the 
lovers very tenderly, wished them a pros- 
perous voyage, unchangeable love, and 
successful victories. 
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LXI, EGYPT AND BABYLON, 



The sable King of Ethiopia beheld the 
invincible Amazan and the beautiful Formo- 
santa land at the port of Canope. He 
started in amaze, and thought he saw the 
Goddess of Beauty led by the God of War. 

They were presented to him ; he read 
tlie introductory letter from the King of 
Bctica, and received the charming couple 
in the most amicable manner. He promised 
to aid their cause, and ordered their arrival 
to be celebrated in the most festive style. 
Amazan introduced theGangarids, unicorns, 
Beticans, Vascques, and his phoenix to the. 
Ethiopian monarch. 

The haughty Beticans said, that they had 
nothing to do with the King of Ethiopia ; 
their own King had ordered them to go and 
succour Babylon, and they were sufEciently 
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formidable to accomplish that without any 
«other aid. 

The Vascques declared that they had per* 
formed much greater exploits than conquer- 
ing the Indians and the Egyptians, for which 
they required no help, and would not march 
a step farther with the grave Beticans, uar 
less they would fall in the rear. 

The Gangarids could not help laughing 
at the pretensions of their allies, and pro- 
tested that with only one hundred unicorns 
they could put to flight all the kings in the 
world. 

Formosanta, uneasy at this contention^ 
went among them, and by her prudent and 
persuasive discourse perfectly reconciled 
them to accept of assistance from each other, 
and by combining their forces render them- 
selves invincible. 

During the pastimes the Ethiopian king 
became so enamoured of Formosanta, that 
he found it impossible to resist his passion, 
which the impetuosity of his disposition 
made him resolve to gratify ; forgetful of 
the laws of hospitality, and one nighty soon 

VOL« HI. R 
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after she had retired, he stole into her 
chamber. The bird, unperceived by the 
Moorish king, flew out of the room to Ama- 
zan, who instantly darted like lightning 
to the rescue of his Formosanta, who was 
struggling to free herself from the arms of 
the Moor ; it seemed a contention between 
day and night. Amazan seized the sable 
monarch, dragged him into an adjoining 
apartment, and struck off his head. 

After he had thus punished the Moor for 
bis temerity, Amazan assembled his party, 
told them of the Ethiopian monarch's inso- 
lence and of his vengeance. The Beticans, 
Yascqncs, and the Gangarids immediately 
proposed his driving all the Moors out of 
Egypt, which was speedily performed. 

They then took their way by Memphis^ 
Heliopolis, Arsinoe, Petra, Artemitis, Sora; 
and Apameus, to deliver Babylon from the 
besiegers ; and Fame, with her hundred 
tongues, soon proclaimed to the whole 
world the victory obtained by Amazan and 
his army over the kings of Egypt and India, 
and their six hundred thousand warriors. 
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Amaznn i^fid Jf^rmosanta entered the city 
in triumph, Belus met them. They de- 
scended from their triumphal car, and em- 
braced his knees ; the venerable monarch 
t;lasped them to his bosom, blessed them 
fervently-, and publicly acknowledged Ama- 
jzan heir to the throne of Babylon, and the 
destinedhusband of Formosanta. Hismajesty 
then repeated every particular in which 
Amazan had fulfilled the sacred Oracle 
which had also been obeyed by his daugh- 
ter, as she had traversed the globe. 

The brave Khan of Scythia and hrs 
queen Aldea came to Babylon to grace the 
royal nuptials, as did also the affectionate 
and venerable mother of Amazan, This 
happy festival was celebrated with far more 
splendour than that at which Amazan fh-st 
won the heart of Formosanta. A hundred 
tributary sovereigns were present at the 
marriage, five hundred poets immortalized 
the glorious event in Babylonian verses, and 
the historiographers of the kingdom inserted 
in their chronicles the extraordinary ad ven- 

R. 2 
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tares of Amazan and Formosanta, and their 
beautiful phcenix. 



The End of the Princess qf Bahylon. 



EXTRACTS FROM CANDIDE, 



LXII. THE HORROKS OF WAR. 



Never were two armies better arranged, 
or more brilliantly accoutred ; never ap- 
peared men more fiercely martial ; the fifes, 
hautboys, drums, trumpets, and cannon 
formed a pandemonium concert. 



k 
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A grand discharge of cannon overthrew 
nearly six thousand men on either side ; then 
voUies of musquet balls exterminated from 
the best of terrestrial worlds ten thousand 

a 

villaimj perhaps who disgraced its surface ; 
next several thousand were cut down by 
s^vords and bayonets ; the whole amount of 
warriors slain might be thirty thousand. 

Candid, who trembled like a philoso- 
pher, concealed himself as well as he could 
during this heroic carnage ; and while the 
two kings were singing Te Deum in their 
separate camps, he resolved to depart and 
reason in some quieter situation upon causes 
and effects. He passed unobserved among 
heaps of dead and dying warriors, and soon 
arrived at an Abarian village,which he found 
had been burnt, according to the rights of 
war, by the Bulgarians* 

Here, by their once happy homes, now 
fallen in a little heap of smoking ruins, lay 
the peaceful owners, pierced with many 
wounds ; some had still the agonizing power 
of fixing their dying eyes upon their mur- 
dered wives^ who clasped their infants to^ 

&.3* 
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their bleeding bosoms^ There expfred 
yoath and beauty, violated and destroyed J 
Half burned amidst the ruins groaned many 
a hoary siro and feeble* msktron, soliciting a 
final blow to end their mifteify. Candid en- 
deavoured to fly f roin this horrific scene, but 
mangled limbs retarded ^very step he took 
towards a Bulgarian^ village, in^ whiieh be 
hoped to find a safe asylum. Alas ( the he- 
roic Abarians had arrived before him, and a 
similar scene of death and desolation was 
presented to his view. Disgusted, terrified,. 
he darted over smothering ruins and man- 
gled villagers, until he arrived bey ond the 
dreadful theatre of war.'* 



tXIII. THEORY AND PRACTICE; 



By the time poor Candid arrived iiir 
Holland he was totally destitute of money 
and provision ^ he had heard that the inhabits 
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ants of that country were all rich, and made 
not the least doubt of receiving immediate 
assistance from them. 

H^ asked alms of several grave looking 
personages, but they all answered that, if he 
continued to follow the trade of begging, they 
would have him confined in the house of 
correction, and taught how to live by 
industry. 

Hungry, and despairing of relief, he 
entered a building where a man was address- 
ing to a large assembly a fine discourse in 
favor of charity, which held for an hour at 
least. When the orator came out of the 
building. Candid accosted him as he had 
done the others. Looking sternly at the 
young beggar, be said : 

" What dost thou do here ? But, tell 
me, art thou for the good cause ?" 

" There is no effect without a cause ; 
and every thing is arranged for the best. 
It was decreed that I should suffer misfor- 
tunes and beg my bread until I can get into 
some employment, and no doubt it id 
right." 

R 4 
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'* My friend, dort tboo believe &3k tiie 



Pope is the Anti-chnst ?" 

*^ I never heard say that he was; but 
whether he is 50 er noiy I know that I want 
food, for I am almost famished.'* 

^^ Thou dost not deserve food,, wicked, 
equivocating wretch ! HeDce, naonster \ 
avoid my sight, and as- thou valuest thy life,, 
never approach me more !" 

The orator s wi£e happened to be- at a 
window just by the door of his house, and 
over-beard the conversation between, her 
husband and the beggar, and being a violent 
zealot, not only exclaimed loudJy against 
poor Candid, but catched up a pail full of 
dirty water, and emptied it en his unfortu- 
nate head. 

A humane and excellent anabaptist, 
although still unchristened, whose name was 
James, witnessed the cruel and ignominious 
treatment of a distressed human being whom 
he regarded as a brother i He conducted the 
poor wet stranger to his house, gave him a 
plentiful meal, dry clothes, and two florins* 
He then proposed to instruct Candid, in his 



VOLTAIRIANA. 249 

business, which was a weaver of stufis. The 
grateful young man threw himself at his feet, 
and exclaimed : 

** My master Pangloss was right when 
he told me that every thing happens for the 
best ! Had it not been for the cruelty of the 
gentlemaa in* black and his wife, I should not, 
perhaps, have attracted your compassion,, 
and I am sure that I should not so gratefully^ 
h3Lvefelt your generosity." 



LXIV, THE SIX MONARCHS, 



When at Venice during the time of 
the carnival, Candid and Martin sat down 
to supper at an- hotel with six strangers, who 
were come to Venice to keep the carnivak 
€acambo waited on one of these strangers, 
and after supper said to his master : 

" Sire, the vessel is ready; your majesty 
may depart whenever you please." 

Having said those words^ Cacambo left: 
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the room. The gaesCs looked at each other 
with some surprise^ but no one spoke. 
Another domestic entered , and said toAt» 
master: 

*^ Sire, the chaise is waiting for your 
majesty at Padua, and the ship is ready .^' 

At a sign from his master he withdrew. 

The company again looked at each other, 
but their astonishment increased when a 
servant entered, and approaching a third of 
the guests, said : 

" Sire, your majesty had better not stay 
any longer in this place ; I am going to 
make every necessary preparation." 

The servant disappeared, and Candid and 
Martin concluded that it was a masquerade 
frolic, when another domestic came in, and 
addressing a fourth, said: 

** Every thing is ready. Sire ; your ma- 
jesty may set off when you please.'* 

He hastily retired like the rest,, and a 
fifth valet said much the same to his master. 

But a sixth addressed his master in a 
diflferent manner. 

*^ Zounds and the devil ! the Wenccians 



WO*' not gi' your majesty credit any longer^ 
nor myself into the bargain ; I don't think 
but we may both be carried off to the prison 
this very night, therefore it's m^y duty to 
take particular care of my ownsetf in such a 
far distant land ^ so I'll bid ye farewell for 
good and alL" 

When the servants were all retired^ the 
guests preserved a profound silence for 
some time, which was at length broken by- 
Candid, who said i 

** Truly, gentlemen, this is a comical 
joke, that you should alt assume the cha- 
iracters of kings. I assure you that my- 
friend and I affect to be nothing* more than^ 
common people, such as we really are." 

The master of Cacambo replied graveljr 
in Italian : 

** / am not joking, sir ;. in me you actu-* 
ally behold Achmet the Third, I dethroned 
my brother, and reigned grand Sultan for 
many years. I was then dethroned by my 
nephew, who caused my viziers to be- 
strangled, and condemned me to be impri« 
Boned for life in the old seraglio^ My ne-» 



252 TOLTAIRIAKA, 

phew Mahomet, the present grand Sultan^ 
permits me to travel sometimes for my 
health, and I came to keep the carnival at 
Venice," 

'^ I am calle<i Ivan," said a yoiuig man 
who sat next to Achmet,. ^' and was in my 
infancy Emperor of all the Russias, but was 
dethroned while in my cradle, and brought 
up in the prison wh^e my parents had been 
confined^ I am suffered to travel under the 
care of my guards, and came attended by 
them to enjoy the carnival at Veuice.'*^ 

" I am," said the third, *^ Charles 
Edward Stuart, King of England ^ for my 
father has resigned his right to the kingdom 
to me ; I have fought for my dominions,, 
but have had eight hundred of my partizans 
executed by my enemies like rebels, for 
supporting my cause : I too have been con- 
fined within a prison ; I am going to visit 
the kings, my father and my grandfather, at 
Rome. The latter was deposed, and re- 
signed his claim to my father, as he has done 
to me. In my way I stopped to pass the 
carnival at Venice*." 
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'^ I am the King t)f Poland," ssud the 
foutth ; " the fate of war has deprived me of 
my hereditary rights. My father experi- 
enced similar misfortunes. I resign myself 
to the will of Providence, like the sultan 
Achmet, the Emperor Ivan, and King Charles 
Edward ; and like them am come to pass 
the carnival at Venice," 

** I am also King of Poland,'* said the 
fifth ; "I have twice lost my dominions ; 
but Heaven permits me to reign over a spot 
where I have had it in my power to do more 
good than all the Sarmartian Kings together 
"were able to do upon the Banks of the Vis- 
tula ; therefore I am resigned to the divine 
decree, and came cheerfully to pass the 
carnival at Venice." 

^* I am not so great a monarch, I con- 
fess," said the sixth, " as thos^ who have 
spoken before me ; yet I am a king ; Thea- 
dare of Corsica. I have been called your 
majesty ; at present I am seldom honored 
with the appellation of aSzV. The coin of 
naxy kingdom has been impressed with my 
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imagey and now I am not po6sessed of a 
ducat. I have bad two seoretaries of state, 
and now I cannot command the lowliest 
clown ; I have sat in royal pomp upon a 
throne, and since I have lain, in a common 
prison in London, upon a bed of straw ; and 
here, perhaps, I may be treated still more 
rigidly, although I have done nothing worse 
than come, like your majesties, to pass the 
carnival at Venice." 

The five kings were affected by the 
words of Theodore, the Ck>rsican monarch, 
and each of tliem, with generous com- 
passion, gave him twenty .sequins to 
clothe him more suitably to his rank. 
Candid presented him with a diamond 
from EJ-Dorado, worth two thousmii 
sequins. Theodore was amazed ; and the 
other kingf said apart : 

** Who can this private individual be who 
lias given a diamond actually worth a hun- 
dred times more than our gifts put all 
together ?" 

Candid noticed not what they said ; aiid 



VOLTAIRIANA. 255 

the moment they arose from the table, there 
arrived at the same hotel four serene higli- 
nesses, who had also lost their dominions by 
the chance of war. 



THE END OF THE THIRD VOLUME. 
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